
leaders and theologians from across the 
Communion with a mandate to lead work 
related to the call.

Bishop of Rupert’s Land Geoffrey 
Woodcroft, the Anglican Church of 
Canada’s representative on the ACSC, says 
all of the Lambeth calls “speak directly into 
discipleship.” For the call on science and 
faith, he pointed to floods, droughts and 
fires in Canada that have been linked to 
climate change.

“We think as a people of Canada that  
we’re at a loss for what to do,” Woodcroft 
says. “And yet the calls and scientific 
study have shown we actually have a great 
amount to do, particularly in education 
and in local action. How about we don’t 
drive so much? How about we recycle, 

as possessing “God-given resources for 
the life of faith.” Anglicans, it says, can 
evangelize “by removing it as a barrier to 
proclamation and belief ” and by drawing 
on science as inspiration for their worship. 
The call asks Anglicans to “enter into 
theological dialogue with science” and 
to grow in their own understanding of 
science as an integral part of Christian 
discipleship. It urges seminaries and 
training programs to do likewise, 
modelling “how the wisdom of faith can 
be offered to the work of science”; and 
for every church of the communion to 
establish a lead bishop for science.

The Lambeth Conference also saw 
the formal launch of the Anglican 
Communion Science Commission 
(ACSC), comprising scientists, church 

‘Science is a God-given resource’

See ANGLICANS, p.6
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Sean Frankling
staff writer

Leaders in the international Anglican 
Communion and the Anglican Church 
of Canada released messages of lament 
and calls for compassion after the renewal 
of violence in the Holy Land this fall.
Meanwhile, sources with close ties to the 
region and its struggles spoke with the 
Journal about where they see hope for 
eventual peace there.

Canon Richard LeSueur is host of The 
Fifth Gospel, a video series on the Holy 
Land and former dean and lecturer at St. 
George’s College in Jerusalem. He has 
also served on the advisory council of 
the Companions of Jerusalem, a group 
of Canadian Anglicans formed to raise 
awareness of the Episcopal diocese of 
Jerusalem and act for peace in the Holy 
Land.

LeSueur told the Journal concerned 
Christians should pray for the region’s 
peacemakers—even though their efforts 
are unlikely to bear fruit in the near term, 

“Pray for the peacemakers. That’s who 
Jesus named as blessed, and that’s who we 
need,” LeSueur said as war between Israel 
and Hamas, the group governing the Gaza 
Strip, began, spurred by a cross-border 
attack by Hamas militants Oct. 7. “That’s 

Matthew Puddister
staff writer

Anglican bishops made an emphatic 
declaration when they gathered for the 
2022 Lambeth Conference: “the perception 
of a rift between science and faith should 
be laid to rest in every part of our Anglican 
Communion over the coming critical 
decade.” 

The perceived gap between science 
and faith, says the bishops’ statement—
one of ten calls they made to Anglicans 
worldwide—shows itself in a lack of 
mutual engagement. “Often scientists have 
not been affirmed in their vocation as 
disciples and church leaders have not felt 
confident in bringing the wisdom of faith 
to scientific questions,” it states.

The call repeatedly refers to science 

‘Pity the innocents’

photo: ohammed al-masri/reuters

A girl walks through the scorched courtyard of the Al-Ahli Arab Hospital, a PWRDF partner operated by the Episcopal diocese of 
Jerusalem and site of a deadly Oct. 17 explosion variously blamed on the Israel Defense Forces and Palestinian militants.

See GRIEVING, p. 8
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Gentle outreach, deep questions
Sean Frankling
staff writer

About 150 students come to the multifaith 
centre on University of Victoria Campus 
Wednesday afternoons—but not for 
a religious service, says the Rev. Ruth 
Dantzer, the school’s Anglican spiritual 
care provider. 

Instead, they’re coming for a pet café, 
which invites students to de-stress with 
therapy animals. In a climate where 
many students have no familiarity with 
or are actively suspicious of religious 
institutions, Dantzer says she felt it was 
important to simply provide a source 
of support for stressed and homesick 
students.

And as a result, “what happened was all 
these students who would never normally 
set foot in a building called the ‘Multi-
Faith Centre’ come for the pet café,” she 
says. Having made the crucial first steps 
past the threshold, they can see posters 
for the other services and ministries 
the centre offers, which they might not 
otherwise have heard of. “Programs are 
more well attended because of exposure 
from this one that has seemingly nothing 
to do with religion or spirituality,” Dantzer 
says.

The pet café is one example of how 
Anglican leaders are trying to build 
public trust in the church at a time when 
evangelism is often perceived as predatory. 
According to some, that trust may take 
a long time and a gentle approach to 
rebuild—and it won’t succeed without 
deep reflection on the life-and-death 
questions that make the gospels worth 
sharing to begin with.

Before Anglicans can even begin to 
think about getting people interested 
in coming into church on Sunday, they 
need to think about building trust 
and relationship with people in their 
communities, says Canon Judy Paulsen, a 
professor of evangelism at the University 
of Toronto’s Wycliffe College.

“These people aren’t waking up on 
Sunday thinking about where they can 
get a good sermon—they’re more likely 
to think about where they can get a good 
brunch,” she says, but that doesn’t mean 
they don’t have spiritual needs, struggles 
and questions that the church can address. 
And before those can be addressed, she 
says, the church has to first find out who 
their neighbours are and what questions 
and needs they have. And the neighbours 
have to meet someone from the church in 
an environment they’re comfortable with.

“Do we love the world that God 
loves? Do we love these people [who we] 
usually don’t even know yet? If we haven’t 
asked their opinion, we don’t know what 
troubles them.”

That’s exactly where events like UVic’s 
pet café come in, Paulsen says. Putting 
on a pet café or a block party, even taking 
out a booth at the local fair with a dunk 
tank are all ways the church can connect 
with people without making them feel like 
they’re being sold something. In addition 
to making low-pressure connections 
with the community, they offer a chance 
for clergy and other Christians at these 
events to show they don’t match some 
of the worst stereotypes in the public 
consciousness—ideas they’ve formed 

from news stories about sexual abuse in 
the church or footage of extremists calling 
themselves Christians while waving 
“You’re going to hell” signs.

“Show them a public face of the church 
that is outside the walls of the building 
and show them that we’re also people who 
love our kids and love to have fun,” she 
says. “With this first threshold … we’re 
just hoping they get to the place where 
they say Christians are okay.”

Another area of success at UVic, 
Dantzer says, has been outreach to the 
students through social justice issues. By 
showing up as a spiritual care provider 
wearing a priest’s collar at a climate march 
or a truth and reconciliation event, she 
says, the reaction she most often gets is 
surprise.

This is often followed by curiosity: 
“‘Well, hey, wait a minute. I have this 
judgement, this generalization or 
stereotype, about Christians or Christian 
leaders. And you’re not meeting that 
right now by speaking up in that way … 
So what is it you believe?’” is a common 
reaction.

The other vital part of her campus 
ministry is outreach to the school’s 
LGBTQ students, says Dantzer, through 
the creation of its Inclusive Christian 
Club. By making an intentional effort 
to reach out and welcome this group, 
who have so often felt unwelcome, 
marginalized or rejected by Christian 
leadership in the past, she says, she and 
the other spiritual care providers involved 
have regained some lost trust.

“It’s word of mouth from folks in the 
2SLGBTQIA+ community like, ‘These 
people are legit. They mean what they 

say and they’re doing the real work of 
inclusion,’” she says.

Thanks in part to its outreach efforts, 
Dantzer says, the core ministries of 
Christian spiritual care at UVic such as 
the campus communion service have 
seen a modest but significant increase 
in attendance over the past seven years. 
The emphasis on meeting people where 
they are and letting them bring their own 
questions to the table has been a success 
with students who are used to seeing 
church authority as strictly hierarchical, 
she says. But she stresses that for her, it’s 
the process of transforming the shape of 
outreach, not the results, that constitutes 
real success.

Not all community outreach needs 
to be based on social justice issues, of 
course. Dantzer notes that her strategies 
are specifically tailored to the concerns 
and priorities of the students she serves. 
Paulsen recommends parishes look 
around at their communities, find out 
what people are looking for and use that 
as a point of connection to fill a need. She 
gives examples of churches using their 
space as a study hall for students after 
school, running parenting programs or 
offering marriage preparation courses for 
young couples.

Still, some church experts caution that 
placing too many hopes on outreach to 
reverse the trend of shrinkage mainline 
denominations have been facing may be a 
set-up for disappointment. 

The Rev. Ephraim Radner, a recently-
retired professor of theology at Wycliffe, 
believes there is no magic recipe for 
successful outreach unless the church 
addresses the more fundamental source 
of broken trust. He echoes Dantzer’s 
observation that hierarchical institutions 
in general are the subjects of deep distrust 
in current culture. In that context he says, 
there’s a limit to what efforts to clean up 
the church’s image can do to make it more 
attractive than any other institution with a 
social justice platform and a promise to do 
better. In fact, he says, in the church’s case, 
its broken promises come in the context of 
a claim to represent the love and authority 
of God.

So when people who feel alienated 
from the church consider their hurt, 
he says, it’s not just anger they feel. 
“It’s disappointment. It’s the kind of 
broken trust that goes into the deepest 
relationships that are fractured: your 
friend who has betrayed you, your parent 
who has harmed you.”

As such, he says, the great challenge 
for the church is to become a people 
of integrity that does what it says and 
faithfully represents God’s message and 
goodness. While humility and gentle 
outreach may be helpful parts of the 
equation, he says, there is also a risk 
of focusing on them and on matching 
popular social justice issues to the 
exclusion of what makes the church 
uniquely valuable to its parishioners. 
Otherwise, he says, the effort to clean up 
the church’s image “isn’t going to make the 
church any more attractive than a well-
functioning government office or school 
board or a corporate enterprise or sports 
team or wherever all the things are that 

Church leaders reflect on what it takes to rebuild public trust
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people are going to do.”
Radner describes himself 

as less optimistic that a change 
in the approach to evangelism 
is going to improve Sunday 
attendance. Instead, he says, 
it’s vital that the church focus 
on the things it does provide: 
what it has to say about life, 
death and the experience of 
being human.

Radner worries those vital 
aspects of religion lose their 
centrality when people aim at 
being palatable first.

“I’ve taught in the 
seminaries, I’ve [worked on] 
forming, if you will, leaders 
of the church for some years. 
And I remain puzzled that this 
notion that the church has a 
message that goes to the heart 
of everybody’s existence—not 
just a given social problem, 
but the heart of everybody’s 
existence from birth to death 
and beyond—that this notion 
actually is not well ordered in 
the minds of our young clergy, 
let alone older clergy.”

What they can’t afford 
to do is simply fall back on 
tropes and platitudes, whether 
those are the evangelical 
standbys like “accepting Jesus 
as your lord and saviour” or 
the more recent invitations 
to do justice. These are easy 
to articulate, but ultimately 
impersonal, he says. Similarly, 
Paulsen argues that even 
meaningful community 
outreach like Christmas 
dinners for people without 
a family to spend it with 
aren’t much good unless 
parishioners, clergy and 
everyone involved in any form 
of outreach keeps a clear view 
of why the work matters from 
a Christian perspective.

“We need to be putting 
some of what we’re saying 
in such a way that there is 

greater clarity about what is 
at our core, because let’s face 
it: If we want an inspiring talk 
about a worthwhile project, 
we can definitely get that at 
the Rotary Club. And they 
probably do a better lunch.”

For her part, Dantzer says 
she delves more deeply into 
the big issues Christianity 
deals with with students 
who sign up for one-on-one 
spiritual companionship 
sessions, having decided they 
were interested based on 
their initial encounters. And 
for some churches, Paulsen 
says, following Dantzer’s 
example on showing up 
to support social justice 
causes works well as a way 
to draw in interest to those 
deeper questions. The church 
certainly has much to say 
on climate change, based 
on its beliefs about the Fall 
and its effects on humanity’s 
alienation from the created 
world. Many people might not 
even have been aware there 
were affirming congregations 
they could join, she says. 

But whatever methods of 
outreach they use, churches 
must choose them through 
a process of deep prayer, 
meditation and listening 
not just to what their 
communities need from them 
but what God is asking of 
them.

“Those things will help 
us attend to what it is that 
God has for us to do in 
that particular place,” she 
says. “We need to be asking 
ourselves, are we building 
relationship out of our love 
for God and our love for 
the people around us? If we 
are, then I actually think 
evangelism is something 
that is more or less going to 
happen much more naturally 
than it has in the past.” g

Continued from p. 2

Wishing you peace and 
joy this Christmas.
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Dantzer says UVic’s pet cafe is a way to make contact with 
students without making them feel they’re being sold something.
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ANGLICAN 
VOICES4

By Peter Elliott

HAVE YOU EVER watched a 
Hallmark Christmas movie? We 
began watching them ironically. 

I mean, how terrible could they be? And it 
turned out, they could be pretty awful. But 
after a while they became like salty snack 
food—popcorn or chips: We couldn’t resist 
watching just one more.

Hallmark Media has announced it 
will release 40 new Christmas movies in 
2023. Since 2009, Hallmark, traditionally 
known for making greeting cards, has 
aired more than 300 of these films—and 
a handful of Hanukkah movies too. 
These movies are profitable: During the 
Christmas season, according to ratings, 
more than 80 million people watch at 
least a few minutes of a Hallmark movie, 
and they’re particularly popular with 
the advertiser-friendly demographic 
of women 18-54. There’s a Canadian 
connection, too. Most of these movies are 
shot in Canada, where tax credits make 
production less expensive. 

Formulaic to a fault, these movies, set 
at Christmastime, tell pretty much the 
same story using tropes to create feel- 
good experiences. A typical plot goes 
like this: A 30-something career woman, 
stressed out by her executive job in a large 
North American city, and with a less than 
satisfactory romantic life, leaves the big 
city for Christmas, returning to her roots 
in some small town where she reconnects 
with a high school sweetheart. He’s single 
again (sometimes a widower, sometimes 
divorced) and raising a child. Usually, 
it’s unexpected circumstances that lead 
to their meeting up, and as they spend 
more time together, doing Christmas 
things—like choosing a Christmas tree, 
or going to the town square for a tree-
lighting ceremony or participating in a 
cookie-decorating workshop with his 
child—they fall in love. Then there’s a 
complicating factor almost breaking them 
apart, but after three kisses (an “almost” 
kiss, a private kiss and then a public 
one)—snow falling and carollers singing in 
the background—Christmas has arrived. 
There’s new love and new life; and the 
credits roll. You have to wonder why these 
stories engage such a large audience. Is 
it because these movies feed a nostalgic 
longing for a simpler, gentler world? 
This they do with nary a reference to the 
nativity of Christ, nor to the mystery of 
the Incarnation. Sure, a Christmas carol is 
sometimes included but for the most part 
these are secular, not religious, films.

What happened? Isn’t Christmas a 
church festival? There have always been 
Christmas films in which the gospel story 
isn’t in the spotlight, like White Christmas 

and It’s a Wonderful Life. But they’ve 
tended to be built around some sort of 
arguably Christian theme—a celebration, 
for example, of ‘the Christmas spirit.’  

In churches across this country the 
institutional decline of mainline religion 
has affected even Christmas attendance, 
with some notable exceptions. Canadian 
Anglican statistics show, at best, a 
plateauing of attendance numbers—
Christmas isn’t, for churches, what it 
once was. Understandably many long-
time faithful Anglicans are nostalgic, 
wishing to return a time when Christmas 
meant full churches and the sense that, 
on Christmas Eve, the world stood still 
while the birth of the Christ child was 
celebrated.

This is an interesting pair of nostalgias, 
because while while there’s little that the 
church can do to influence the plots of 
Hallmark Christmas movies, they do 
open up an evangelical space. There’s 
a longing in them for more than just 
an idealized past but also for the best 
things offered in the Christian story—
things that can address the themes that 
fill these romcoms, like the stress of 
life in postmodern society, with all its 
complexities, or the desire for deeper, 
truer connection.

Then there’s the theme of finding 
love in unexpected places—probably 

Unexpected loves 
Hallmark Christmas movies don’t have much to do with Christmas. Or do they?

the predominant theme of Hallmark 
Christmas movies. Is this not the theme of 
the Christian story too? 

In the Christmas of the gospels it’s 
God that shows up, incognito, as a baby 
in a manger, to young parents in stressful 
circumstances, in a Holy Land rocked 
with violence and fear. Sure, there’s no 
tree lighting ceremony in the nativity 
narratives, nor hot chocolate; but there 
are, as it were, three kisses. There’s the 
“almost” kiss of the eternal God bending 
close to earth at the annunciation of 
Mary; the private kiss of a mother upon 
her newborn son; and the public kiss of 
the divine in the songs of the angels and 
the worship of the shepherds and the 
magi. For a moment, on that first silent 
night, heaven and earth became one, the 
divine was revealed in human form and a 
new possibility for life was revealed. 

With a little creativity and imagination, 
perhaps churches can learn to better 
recognize and feed the yearning of so 
many for this new possibility, and for a 
boundless and unexpected love. g

Peter Elliott is a consultant and coach in 
private practice. He is a former dean of 
Christ Church Cathedral Vancouver and his 
ministry has included work with General 
Synod and the dioceses of Toronto and 
Niagara.
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Christmas movies, 
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photo, portray 
young couples 
in love amid 
conventional 
seasonal tropes.
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need, every year, to be reminded that God’s 
hope is born in the smallest and the least. 
It is born in the love of God poured out in 
simple kindness, generosity, courage and 
compassion. It is born in a young woman 
willing to bring God into the world—and 
a fiancé willing to face social stigma to be 
faithful.

Over the past two years I have visited 
parts of our church that are in isolated 
communities far away from the cities 
of southern Canada—in northern 
Saskatchewan, northwestern British 
Columbia and the Yukon—and recently in 
Labrador, including Rigolet (population 
300), the southernmost Inuit community 
in the world. In these places I have 
been moved by the faithfulness of small 
Anglican congregations living the gospel, 
raising up local leadership, sharing their 
resources with others and caring for 
community needs. I have been touched 
by the faithfulness of Indigenous parishes 
whose love of God transcends the pain of 
history and abuse. In the midst of powerful 
social shifts, communities and families find 
a way to be the light of Christ!

As we enter this Advent amidst the 
cacophony of war and suffering, faithful 
prayer and acts of love and kindness 
continue to be harbingers of hope. Thanks 
be to God. g 

Archbishop Linda Nicholls is the primate of 
the Anglican Church of Canada.

SINGING 
WITH JOY4

On sharing the gifts of our time—and ourselves

FEATHER  
AND SAGE4

By Linda Nicholls

THE OUTBREAK of war in the 
Holy Land began with the horrific 
attack by Hamas on civilians in 

Israel and escalated to an attack on—and, 
later, a deadly explosion at—the Anglican 
Al-Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza. Since 
then, I have found myself pondering the 
paradoxes of daily life. On the one hand I 
begin my day listening to the radio news 
of disaster upon disaster, in the Holy Land 
and elsewhere—more bombs dropped; 
more civilians killed; more vitriolic anger 
poured out; another earthquake; a burst 
dam that makes thousands homeless. The 
enormity of the pain and suffering that I 
can read, see or hear about instantaneously 
is overwhelming. Even as I listen I realize 
how helpless I am in the face of so much 
brokenness.   

Then I hear a piece of music that 
captures a moment of joy or hope, 
or I glance out the window and am 
mesmerized by the beauty of the sunset 
over my deck—or the sight of a new bloom 
on my hibiscus! My heart is softened by 
that reminder that there is still hope, still 
joy possible—still God’s creative hand at 
work in the world.   

We have all had moments of delight in 
the midst of the darkest hours of our days: 
the sudden smile of a small infant; a gift 
of kindness from a stranger; an example 
of love that goes above and beyond 

Harbingers of hope in a strife-torn world

By Chris Harper

For everything there is a season, and a time 
for every matter under heaven.
Ecclesiastes 3:1

TIME AND SEASON are constants 
in the sea of change before us. Our 
shared journey brings us constantly 

into new experiences and ever-evolving 
realities that challenge and shape us. As 
human beings we like and ever gravitate 
toward that which we might be able to 
imaginatively or physically anchor to. We 
invest in home and comforts, we put away 
for the time of retirement, we might even 
invest in markets hoping that the right 
investment will yield the right return … 
But do we think to invest in time and 
season? 

Time is a gift given to us by God. The 
24 hours we call a day is time to do all that 

photo: wichai bopatay

we have to, even though most of us say that 
there are not enough hours in a day! But 
how do we invest in a day, this gift from the 
Almighty? Do we love and forgive those 
around us or those who cross our path in 
the journey of life? Do we offer service 
and gifts of our time and ourselves to 
others through visitation, communication 
or presence? Do we give back to God in 
prayer, our personal ministry or quiet 
time listening to God through the seasons 
before us? Do we invest in our time wisely, 
making the best and of the time before us? 
I often think of the time that I had with 
family members and close friends now 
gone. If I only had a few minutes more 
with them I would thank them for the time 
they gave me. I wish I’d had more of it, and 
my prayers of thanksgiving fall short of 
fully expressing my gratitude for the time 
I was blessed with them. Time we share 
with someone is an investment in them, a 

sharing of the blessing of God.  
As the seasons change, we’re reminded 

that the Almighty is in all seasons shaping 
and reshaping, constantly growing and 
renewing Creation. Do we invest in the 
seasons of our time and seek to change, 
evolve, grow and be renewed? Or do we 
withhold, hinder or restrict? I’m constantly 
reminded to seek the beauty in every day 
and season, especially in the seasons of my 
life and of those around me. Every moment 
is precious and not a second should be 
wasted. So let’s be more conscious about 
how we invest our gifts and blessings and 
use our time wisely. Since time and season 
belong to God, we should also give back to 
God through our blessings to others and 
the world around us. g

 
Archbishop Chris Harper is national 
Indigenous archbishop of the Anglican 
Church of Canada.

expectations. Suffering and joy exist side 
by side.

Advent is the season of anticipation in 
which we long for the kingdom of God to 
come in its fulness of peace and justice—
even as we celebrate the birth of a baby 
who is at the mercy of political and social 
forces that will make him a refugee for his 
first two years of life. Yet that child will 
change the course of history and become 
a sign of hope for us all. That is why we 
cherish this season of our church year. We 
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reuse, we compost, we build green spaces 
and maintain them—in church speak, as 
sacred; in cultural speak, as absolutely 
necessary?”

Bishop of Oxford Steven Croft, ACSC 
co-chair, describes the Lambeth call on 
science and faith as “a response to the 
huge existential crises facing the world in 
climate and disease and use of technology 
for the future … This is a decade in which 
the church needs to be literate in its 
approach to science and also needs to be 
able to speak from our own Christian faith 
and tradition into scientific work in each of 
those three areas and indeed others.”

Other ACSC members share the view 
that science need not be seen as a threat to 
faith, including Andrew Briggs, professor 
of nanomaterials at the University of 
Oxford and ACSC commissioner. But 
Briggs takes issue with the Lambeth 
bishops’ call for “theological dialogue” 
between science and faith. It’s not entirely 
accurate to speak of dialogue between 
them, he says, since they are different 
systems of knowledge. 

“I understand what people mean when 
they talk about a dialogue,” he says. “But 
it runs the risk of setting off people’s 
thinking in an unhelpful direction … For 
the follower of Jesus Christ whose mind is 
scientific, science is not really something 
that dialogues with their faith. It’s an 
outworking of their faith. That includes 
the curiosity that drives the discoveries in 
science and it also includes the values that 
drive the responsible use of science.

“Both science at its best and theology at 
its best care passionately about the truth,” 
Briggs adds. “They’re passionately seeking 
descriptions of what can truthfully be 
said about the material world and what 
can truthfully be said about God. If this is 
God’s creation, which I believe it is, then 
I don’t see how anything you could learn 
about it could conflict with anything that 
can truthfully be said about God.”

“I’ve always passionately believed that 
science is a ‘God-given resource for the life 
of faith,’ the work of the church,” he adds, 
echoing the words of the Lambeth call. “I 
also care that people of faith should speak 
courageously and confidently about the 
uses of science and the technologies that 
arise from science.”

Woodcroft recalls an event known as 
Evolution Sunday from his time as parish 
priest at St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Fort 
Garry in Winnipeg. On Evolution Sundays, 
he would invite a scientist to speak to the 
congregation—and one scientist, he says, 
illustrated with a particularly concrete 
example the different roles played by 
science and faith.

Woodcroft recounts one scientist who 
finished his talk by holding up a rock 
and looking at the parishioners. “He said, 
‘Science has taught me that if I drop this 
rock right now, it will land on my foot 
and hurt me. That’s gravity, the theory of 
gravity.’ Then he looks at us again and he 
says, ‘Religion taught me not to throw it at 
you.’”

Historically, theological dialogue 
between science and faith has often 
focused on questions of biblical literalism, 

such as the 1925 Scopes trial in Tennessee 
that revolved around the teaching of 
evolution in schools. ACSC members 
who spoke to the Anglican Journal, 
however, said no such obstacles presented 
themselves in discussion of science within 
the Anglican Communion.

“The obstacles that we usually see are 
where a literal interpretation of scripture 
or a fundamentalist interpretation of 
Scripture can lead to an outright rejection 
of a scientific truth,” says Archbishop Linda 
Nicholls, primate of the Anglican Church 
of Canada and ACSC commissioner.

“That is not usually where the Canadian 
Anglican church finds itself. It’s not to 
say there aren’t people who struggle with 
some of [these questions], but for the most 
part, Anglicans recognize that God’s gift 
of thought and exploration is a gift to be 
welcomed and brought into dialogue with 
scripture.”

Climate change, COVID-19, 
artificial intelligence in focus

ACSC members describe broad 
enthusiasm for the Lambeth call on science 
from bishops across the Communion 
with a focus on practical issues, three in 
particular: climate change, COVID-19 and 
artificial intelligence (AI).

“We haven’t encountered obstacles,” 
Croft says. “I think because of the place 
of these three great crises in the life of 
the world and the role of science within 
them, there’s general agreement that we 
need to do work in this area, though less 
agreement perhaps on what that work 
might involve.”

Anglicans have increasingly highlighted 
the need to tackle climate change. At 
the Lambeth Conference, bishops from 
Bangladesh and Melanesia described the 
devastating effects of rising sea levels. 
In Melanesia, Briggs says, crops are 
increasingly unable to grow because of 
fertile land being submerged by salt water 
from the ocean. In that context, he asks, 
“How do people feed themselves and their 
families?”

The COVID-19 pandemic, Briggs says, 
also brought scientific questions to the 
fore for many Anglican church leaders and 
members.

“Any bishop who had previously 
perhaps given not as much thought to 
science … was [now] faced with issues of 
vaccine hesitancy and vaccine inequity 
… then with really practical questions 
like whether you should hold services in 
person,” he says. “If you don’t hold them 

in person, what do you do about holy 
communion?”

Woodcroft notes that in countries 
like Brazil, churches took the lead in 
advocating a pandemic response based on 
science. In 2021, a Brazilian congressional 
panel recommended that then-president 
Jair Bolsonaro be charged with crimes 
against humanity for his pandemic 
response—arguing that he intentionally let 
the virus spread in a failed bid to achieve 
“herd immunity.” Meanwhile, a conference 
of Roman Catholic bishops that year urged 
Brazilians to get vaccinated.

“The Brazilian [government’s] response 
to COVID-19 was, ‘Don’t worry about 
it,’” Woodcroft says. “And it was … pretty 
much all of the Christian churches that 
were protecting society, and not the 
government.”

Briggs says while AI offers significant 
benefits in areas such as health care and 
building quantum computers, it also brings 
potential for harm. He cites the use of AI 
by social media and data companies, which 
make money through advertisements 
and therefore have an economic incentive 
to maximize the amount of time people 
spend looking at screens.

“A lot of the public attention is on 
adolescents and young people and it’s right 
that they should be protected,” he says. 
“But actually there’s a lot of adults who 
don’t have the resilience to cope with the 
psychological sophistication that the AI 
applies to their use of their media … We 
already do have very significant Christian 
thought leaders who speak out about those 
things.”

One area where Anglicans engage in 
theological dialogue with science, Nicholls 
says, is in hospitals, where many serving 
chaplains providing pastoral care must 
grapple with the ethics of practices like 
medical assistance in dying (MAID).

Woodcroft agrees. “I believe that 
science informs us in very positive and 
hopeful ways to have conversations that 
are intelligent, fruitful and inclusive of the 
myriad of voices that are involved,” he says.

At the international level, Croft hopes 
the ACSC will provide a methodology 
for the Anglican Communion to engage 
in theological dialogue with science over 
the next 10 years. “In this early stage, we 
are very much in listening mode to try to 
develop a methodology and discover what 
will be helpful to different provinces in 
different places,” he says. g
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As Anglicans pursue theological dialogue 
between science and faith through 
initiatives like the Anglican Communion 
Science Commission, a growing field of 
neuroscience is integrating both systems 
of knowledge by studying how religion 
affects the brain.

Neurotheology seeks to explain 
religious beliefs and experiences through 
the scientific study of neural activity. 

Dr. Andrew Newberg, professor 
and director of research at the Marcus 
Institute of Integrative Health, Thomas 
Jefferson University and Hospital, has 
written numerous books on the subject. 
He says his interest in the field began 
in medical school while he was using 
neuroimaging to study the effects on the 
brain of conditions such as depression 
and Alzheimer’s disease.

“I said, ‘Wait a minute. If we’re doing 
brain scans of people who are depressed 
or have Alzheimer’s … why can’t we do 
brain scans of people who are meditating 
and praying?’ ” he says.

Another scientist studying the 
effects of religion on the brain is Patrick 
McNamara, associate professor of 
neurology at the Boston University 
School of Medicine. In his research, 
McNamara has studied the role of the 
frontal lobes in religious experience, 
as well as the connection between 
Parkinson’s disease and religiosity.

“Religion is central to human 
flourishing,” McNamara says. “So 
understanding how [the] brain mediates 
religious cognition may be crucial to 
understanding human beings.”

In his book Why God Won’t Go Away: 
Brain Science and the Biology of Belief, 
co-written with Eugene D’Aquili and 
Vince Rause, Newberg identifies two 
fundamental mechanisms of the brain: 
trying to keep us alive, which he calls 
self-maintenance; and learning and 
adapting to the world, which he calls self-
transcendence.

“These are the basic functions of 
the brain,” Newberg told the Anglican 
Journal. “But they are also matching up 
very well with the basic functions of 
religion—that religion is there to help 
us to survive, to help us to understand 
our world.” Religion serves the role of 
self-transcendence, he says, by helping 
people connect to a higher power, to 
understand right and wrong, and to learn 
how to behave and interact with others. 
Rituals marking important events, from 
childbirth to marriage to death, also 
“help us to transcend ourselves from one 
point of life to the next.”

In addition, Newberg says, many 
religious rituals and practices such 
as meditation and prayer help people 
support themselves. Such practices “help 
us to cope, to find ways of managing our 
emotions, managing our behaviours,” 
he says. “In so many ways, religion is a 
terrific form of self-maintenance.”

Neural activity associated with 
religion is not limited to any single part 
of the brain or “God spot,” Newberg 
says. Rather, religious experiences 
engage many different parts of the 
brain, depending on the religion and 
the method of worship or prayer. For 
example, Newberg has studied Franciscan 

Neurotheology explores religion as activity of the brain

nuns’ centring prayer as a meditative 
practice, which activated areas of the 
brain associated with language. By 
comparison, he says, Buddhist monks 
approach prayer more as a practice of 
visualization.

On the other hand, he says, “If you’re 
Christian, if you’re meditating on the 
image of Jesus on the cross, you’re going 
to activate the visual areas of the brain, 
which is going to be different than if 
you’re repeating the Lord’s Prayer … But 
maybe both of them give you a feeling 
of love. The feeling of love might be the 
same and activate some of the emotional 
centres of the brain. But how you get 
there could be very different.”

Five elements of spiritual 
experience
Newberg’s latest book The Varieties of 
Spiritual Experience, co-written with 
David Yaden, details results from a 
survey of approximately 2,000 people 
who provided information about their 
spiritual experiences. While each 
person’s experience is personal and 
unique, Newberg says, he also discovered 
commonalities that match well to basic 
brain functions.

The neuroscientist identifies five 
core elements to these religious 
experiences. The first is a sense of unity 
or connectedness.

“It can be a mild feeling of connection 
saying, ‘Peace be with you’ to the 
people next to you in church before you 
leave and you just have that sense of 
community with them,” Newberg says. “It 
could be a powerful, mystical experience 
where you feel intimately connected to 
God or becoming one with God in some 
way.” That sense of oneness or unity, he 
says, is associated with the parietal lobe, 
which takes sensory information and 
uses it to create a spatial representation of 
oneself.

“When people begin to lose that 
distinction between the self and the 
other—it could be other members of 
our community, it could be humanity, it 
could be the world, it could be God—we 
actually see decreases of activity in the 
parietal lobe,” Newberg says.

McNamara’s research has also 
found an association between religious 
experience and a “de-centering of the 
self ”, as detailed in his new book The 
Cognitive Neuroscience of Religious 
Experience. “In general, the self is 
temporarily decentred so as to arrive at 
a larger sense of self via ritual and group 

membership,” McNamara says.
The second core element of 

religious experiences, Newberg says, is a 
unique intensity. When people describe 
profound spiritual experiences, “if they 
feel love, they don’t just feel love. They 
feel the most amazing sense of love they 
have ever felt. It was overwhelming, it 
was infinite … It could be a feeling of joy 
… It could be a sense of understanding.” 
Newberg links these feelings to the limbic 
system, which are primary emotional 
drivers of the brain. “They become active 
when anything important happens to us,” 
he says.

The third element, Newberg says, is 
a sense of clarity. “There’s the feeling of 
the veil being lifted off of us, that we now 
understand the world in a way that we 
never have before.” While Newberg says 
this likely involves many different parts of 
the brain, he highlights a central region 
called the thalamus, which brings sensory 
information into the brain and helps 
construct perceptions of reality. Studies 
have documented shifts in the thalamus 
associated with such experiences, he says.

The fourth core element is a feeling of 
surrender, of release or letting go. “We 
see this in a lot of charismatic traditions 
where the spirit of God just takes you 
over, so to speak,” Newberg says. He 
believes this feeling is related to the 
frontal lobe, which becomes active when 
people purposefully do things.

“Even early in stages of prayer, where 
you’re concentrating on the prayer, 
where you’re repeating the prayer, we see 
increases of activity in the frontal lobe,” 
Newberg says. “But when the experience 
starts to kind of take them over, then 
the person has a drop of activity in the 
frontal lobe. That seems to be associated 
with that sense of surrender as part of 
these experiences.”

The fifth core element, Newberg says, 
is “the transformative element of these 
experiences. It’s something that really 
changes the person, and they feel that 
they have something different about them 
as a result of having this experience … It’s 
almost as if the brain has been rewired, so 
to speak.” This transformative feeling, he 
says, likely involves many different parts 
of the brain.

There are many other potential areas 
of study in the neuroscience of religion, 
Newberg says. One is the effect of 
religious belief on health and vice versa. 
Newberg says studies from the last 30 
years have found in general, people who 
are religious tend to have lower mortality 
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where the imagination, the soulfulness, the 
Spirit, can speak through those who can 
rise above and find the solutions that do 
exist. They’re there, but it’s not going to be 
done in a generation.”

During his time living in and visiting 
the Holy Land, he said, he has seen the 
conditions in Gaza, which he describes as 
“an incubator of sorrows and suffering.”

“What happened [Oct. 7] ... is horrific 
in every way,” he said. “It has to be 
denounced. It’s monstrous. But it’s not a 
surprise.” In an ongoing cycle of violence 
and oppression, he added, “Each takes 
their turn. Pity the innocents.”

LeSueur said it can be difficult to 
acknowledge the legitimate needs of both 
peoples without being accused of ignoring 
the power imbalance or of favoritism in a 
conflict that tramples on innocent lives on 
both sides. 

In statements posted on their websites, 
the archbishops of Canterbury and York 
along with Secretary General of the 
Anglican Communion Bishop Anthony 
Poggo condemned the Hamas attacks 
and called for restraint and reconciliation 
efforts on both sides. And Archbishop 
Linda Nicholls, primate of the Anglican 
Church of Canada, in a joint statement 
with National Bishop Susan Johnson 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Canada (ELCIC), grieved the violence 
and acknowledged both the suffering 
caused by the attacks and the suffering of 
Palestinians. They also voiced concern for 
civilian casualties and acknowledged both 
Israelis’ and Palestinians’ rights to safety, 
security and dignity.

“There’s no question that this kind 
of horrific violence is not a solution to 
anything,” Nicholls said to the Journal after 
the Hamas attack. “And the great tragedy 
is it just deepens the entrenched hatreds, 
the entrenched stereotypes, the entrenched 
everything on all sides.” 

At the same time, she agreed with 
LeSueur that it was not surprising that 
the conditions inside Gaza would result 
in some Palestinians choosing the path of 
violence. She wanted to take great care, 
she said, to be clear she would not endorse 
violence—regardless of its perpetrators—
or the persecution of civilians.

Rabbi Adam Stein, an associate rabbi 
at Vancouver’s Congregation Beth Israel, 
said he would like to see Christian 
organizations add more in their statements 
to repudiate Hamas as a terrorist 
organization and highlight the severity 
of their initial attack rather than jumping 
straight to lecturing Israel about suffering 
on both sides. He reminded the Journal the 
attack killed more Jewish people than any 
other since the Holocaust. 

But he and LeSueur both believe the 
best hope for long-term peace in the region 
is the people already working to bridge 
the gap between Israeli and Palestinian 
civilians. Stein recalled his own work 
leading an interfaith trip for a group 
of Jews, Christians and Muslims from 
Australia to the Holy Land, during which 
they visited Oasis of Peace, a community 
of Israeli and Palestinian families who live 
side by side.

It must be difficult, he said, to live in 
a community like that as tensions rise. 
The outbreak of war will have set back 
grassroots and diplomatic efforts alike. 
Now, he said, the future of a diplomatic 
negotiation between Israel and Saudi 

Grieving the Holy Land’s ‘cycle of violence’

Arabia which would have offered hope 
for Israel’s relationship with other Arab 
nations has fallen into doubt. But the fact 
that it and initiatives like Oasis of Peace 
exist shows that progress is possible.

“If most of them can continue on 
after this, then that’s where we have 
hope—and if Jews and Christians, etc., 
outside of Israel and outside of the Middle 
East can continue to have dialogue and 
interactions,” he said. “I hope that people 
can march on with their relationships and 
the bridge-building that they do.”

Jonathan Kuttab, a co-founder of 
Palestinian human rights group Al-
Haq, also believes that violence offers 
no solutions—especially not when it is 
directed against civilians. He said the 
conflict consisted of an oppressive regime 
on the Israeli side and, on the other, 
retaliatory violence that serves to confirm 
the Israeli government’s fears and results in 
redoubled efforts to dominate the territory.

Kuttab said the only hope for peace 
is for all involved to give up their claims 
of exclusivity to their territory and find a 
way to live on the land together. And he 
insisted that must start with Israel as the 
side of the conflict with greater resources, 
funding and military might. But he said he 
doesn’t see how that could happen without 
serious, forceful pressure from other 
countries.

“Those who have power and privilege 
will not easily give it up. They have to be 
pressured either internally or externally to 
move towards justice.” However, he said, 
the international community has yet to 
find a way to exert that pressure without 
renewing Israel’s fears of antisemitic 
discrimination and causing it to clamp 
down harder.

At this summer’s Assembly, the 
Anglican Church of Canada and ELCIC’s 
governing bodies each passed a resolution 
affirming Israel’s right to security and self-
defense and calling Christians in Canada 
to oppose antisemitism. The resolution 
also condemned the Israeli policies of 
blockading Gaza and occupying East 
Jerusalem as illegal under international 
law.

 Nicholls stressed that these positions 
need not be seen as contradictory—that 
Israel is a legitimate state whose citizens 
did not deserve the violence of the Hamas 

attacks, and that its current policies may be 
harmful and open to criticism.

In an Oct. 18 open letter to Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau, Nicholls and 
Johnson called for Canada to champion 
humanitarian aid to Gaza following a 
deadly explosion on the grounds of the 
Anglican-run Al-Ahli Arab Hospital 
there the previous day. They highlighted 
the hospital’s history of cancer treatment 
and care for traumatized children in the 
region. They urged Canada to call for an 
immediate cessation of hostilities and the 
creation of a corridor to bring food, water 
and medical aid into Gaza. 

The Primate’s World Relief and 
Development Fund (PWRDF) announced 
the same day it would send $30,000 to the 
hospital, which is owned and operated by 
the Episcopal diocese of Jerusalem and is 
a PWRDF partner. PWRDF also launched 
an appeal for donations to the hospital.

The Israeli government and the Hamas-
led government in Gaza have each blamed 
their opponents for the explosion at the 
hospital. Hamas authorities claim the blast 
was part of the Israeli bombardment, while 
the Israeli Defense Forces say the blast was 
caused by an off-target missile fired by 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad, a paramilitary 
group. U.S. and Canadian investigations 
have since backed Israel’s version of events. 
The Gaza health ministry said the incident 
had claimed 471 lives; an Israeli official, 
however, told the Reuters news agency the 
death toll appeared to be several dozen.

Three days earlier, four people were 
wounded at the same hospital when an 
Israeli rocket struck and severely damaged 
its cancer treatment centre, according to 
the Anglican Communion News Service.

Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby 
and Archbishop Hossam Naoum, bishop 
of Jerusalem and primate of Jerusalem 
and the Middle East, released a joint 
statement Oct. 24 calling for aid from the 
international Christian community in the 
form of prayer, advocacy and financial 
support for the diocese’s ministries in Gaza 
and Israel.

“When the lives of the innocent are at 
risk, we strain our eyes for the light of the 
One who offers healing, peace, and justice. 
In Gaza, the Al-Ahli hospital, run by the 
diocese of Jerusalem, is that light,” wrote 
Welby. g
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An Ontario court has approved a multi-
million dollar settlement in the class-action 
lawsuit against Ralph Rowe, a former 
Anglican priest and Scout leader convicted 
of 75 sexual crimes against children in 
northern Ontario and Manitoba.

Justice Bonnie Warkentin said at an 
Oct. 27 hearing that she would sign orders 
that day approving the settlement, which 
totals $13.25 million and will provide up 
to $350,000 in compensation for each class 
member abused by Rowe. The settlement 
also requires the Anglican Church of 
Canada and Scouts Canada to formally 
apologize.

“This is a historic day and I am grateful 
that the courts can offer the opportunity 
we have to provide some sort of resolution 
here,” Warkentin said.

The hearing at the Ontario Superior 
Court of Justice sought to determine 
whether the proposed settlement was 
“fair, reasonable and in the best interests” 
of individuals seeking compensation 
for sexual abuse committed by Rowe. 
The abuse took place between 1975 and 
1987 within the geographic boundaries 
of the former Anglican diocese of 
Keewatin—an area split since 2014 
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between the Indigenous Spiritual Ministry 
of Mishamikoweesh and the diocese of 
Rupert’s Land.

Lawyer Jonathan Ptak, a partner at the 
firm Koskie Minsky LLP which represents 
the class members, said that there had been 
no objections to the proposed settlement.

Alvin McKay—a member of 
Kitchenuhmaykoosib-Inninuwug First 
Nation who had been sexually assaulted by 
Rowe at least three times over a two-year 
period, starting when McKay was five—was 
also present at the hearing as representative 
plaintiff in the lawsuit. In an affidavit, 

McKay said a formal apology was “very 
important to the victims of Ralph Rowe, 
but also to the greater communities where 
we live.”

‘A huge impact on my life’
The CBC reported McKay spoke to media 
after approval of the settlement. “I’m just 
glad it’s over,” McKay said. “The outcome 
of this has … played a huge impact on 
my life, so I hope everything goes well for 
everybody else. I think we’ll be OK.”

In a statement released the same day, 
the General Synod of the Anglican Church 
of Canada welcomed the settlement. It 
noted that in 2017, then General Secretary 
Archdeacon Michael Thompson said 
then primate Archbishop Fred Hiltz 
was committed to apologizing for abuse 
committed by Rowe while the latter was 
employed by the church.

“The Church paused its steps towards an 
apology to avoid commenting on a matter 
before the courts and has been grateful 
for the feedback gained from survivors, 
their Elders and their communities 
throughout this process about the words 
and commitments that would be most 
meaningful to them,” the statement said.

“With the approval of the settlement, 

General Synod welcomes settlement 
as primate consults with Indigenous 
leaders to make apology

See DEPUTY, p.11
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map shows 
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boundaries 
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diocese of 
Keewatin, 
where 
Rowe 
committed 
his abuse.
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THE CENTRE FOR CHRISTIAN 
STUDIES Based in Winnipeg but 
with students from across Canada, 
the CENTRE FOR CHRISTIAN STUDIES 
specializes in deacon formation as well 
as life-long learning for both clergy and 
lay people.  Our Anglican Certificate 
in Diaconal Ministry program includes 
the online “Ministering by Word and 
Example” course on what it means to 
be a deacon in the Anglican tradition. 
Our two-week “Learning on Purpose” 
intensive is an opportunity to discern 
God’s call while being introduced to 
new ideas of theology, biblical studies, 
pastoral care, social justice, and 
worship, and to develop leadership 
skills of planning, group facilitation, and 
dealing with conflict. Our online and 
in-person theme learning circles are an 
opportunity to dive deep into topics 
such as Relationships, Eco-Justice, 
Grief and Loss, and Living Scripture in a 
supportive and creative community of 
learners.  The CENTRE FOR CHRISTAN 
STUDIES’ approach to education 
is collaborative, participatory, and 
transformative. Learn more.
Email info@ccsonline.ca
Telephone 1-866-780-8887
Visit our website ccsonline.ca
_______________________________
ATLANTIC SCHOOL OF  
THEOLOGY Leaders come in many 
forms. Atlantic School of Theology 
helps develop post-graduate 
students for ministry, as well as for 
meeting the theological and ethical 
challenges of today’s world. AST is an 
ecumenical school of theology and 
Christian ministry, founded in 1971 
by institutions of the three founding 
parties: the Anglican Church of 
Canada, The Roman Catholic Episcopal 
Corporation of Halifax, and the United 
Church of Canada.
      The School is accredited by the 
Association of Theological Schools 
in the United States and Canada and 
offers Master of Divinity and Master 
of Arts (Theology and Religious 
Studies) degrees. The Master of Arts 
(Theology and Religious Studies) 
degree is offered in conjunction with 
Saint Mary’s University. The Master of 
Divinity degree can be campus based 
for those who live in Halifax or done by 
distance for those who cannot relocate. 
AST offers courses on campus and 
online. Our Summer Distance degree 
combines a ministry practicum with 
online academic study in the fall and 
winter and students come to campus 
for courses in the summer.  AST has 
recently launched Anglican version of 
our Summer Distance degree, which 
can be customized in accordance with 
the needs of a particular diocese.
      AST offers a graduate Certificate 
in Theological studies as well as 
the Diploma program in the New 
Evangelization and the Diploma in 
Theological Studies.
      Shaped by a tradition of cooperation 
and respect, going back over 40 years, 
AST strives to create an open and 
welcoming environment.  AST serves 
Christ’s mission by shaping effective 
and faithful ordained and lay leaders 
and understanding among communities 
of faith.
Contact: Lydia Hood   
lydia.hood@astheology.ns.ca  
902-430-7580
_______________________________

COLLEGE OF EMMANUEL 
AND ST. CHAD 
Founded in 1879 as the first university 
in northwestern Canada, Emmanuel 
& St. Chad equips students with the 
spiritual, theological, and practical 
foundations for serving faith 
communities in a rapidly changing 
world. Through our shared degree 
programs in the Saskatoon Theological 
Union, Anglican, Lutheran and United 
Church partners study and worship 
together, on campus and in their home 
communities. We root our ecumenical 
commitment in a deep appreciation 
of our distinctive traditions and future 
calling.
Degrees offered: BTh., LTh., MTS, MDiv., 
and DMin.
Principal: Rev. Dr. Iain Luke
Contact: Lisa McInnis, Registrar
1121 College Drive 
Saskatoon, SK  S7N 0W3
Phone: (306)975-3753
E-Mail: esc.registrar@
saskatoontheologicalunion.ca
www.emmanuelstchad.ca
_______________________________
HURON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
Explore questions of faith and intellect 
at one of Canada’s oldest and most 
prestigious theological schools. As the 
founding college of Western University, 
since 1863, Huron University College 
has established a legacy of excellence 
in leadership. Our Anglican University’s 
rich history is supported by world-
renowned faculty and a global alumni 
network that includes significant 
influencers in every sector. 
    Huron offers undergraduate students 
a Liberal Arts education that has been 
transformed to meet the complex 
demands of contemporary society. 
We are dedicated to cultivating every 
student’s ethical foundation and 
their commitment to work for a more 
hopeful, sustainable, and equitable 
world. 
    Huron’s Faculty of Theology prepares 
its students for responsive and resilient 
leadership in all our program options. 
Earn your BA in Religion & Theology, 
or combine courses or a minor with 
other areas of study. Prepare for a 
vocation in ministry, law, academics, 
or public service with our professional 
(MDiv and MTS) and graduate (MA 
Theology) degree programs, or with 
Huron’s LTh program and Continuing 
Education offerings. In any program, 
you will always be supported by caring 
faculty and staff as well as one of the 
most robust financial aid programs in 
the country. 
    To arrange a visit, and for more 
information on how you will benefit 
from a transformative education 
that empowers for tomorrow, while 
respecting yesterday’s traditions, please 
contact us at:
Email: huron@uwo.ca
theology@huron.uwo.ca
Telephone: (519) 438-7224
Website: www.huronatwestern.ca
_______________________________

MONTREAL DIOCESAN  
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE is a 
creative learning community rooted 
in the Anglican tradition, helping 
students to grow in spiritual maturity 
and exercise leadership in the church 
and world. The college is affiliated with 
McGill University, and is a member 
of the ecumenical Montreal School 
of Theology.Our programs include 
Bachelor of Theology, Master of 
Divinity, Diploma in Ministry, and 
Master of Sacred Theology. We also 
offer distance-education options such 
as the Licentiate in Theology program 
which prepares students for ministry 
in local contexts across Canada. We 
are located in downtown Montreal 
and have students from across the 
country and globe. For information, 
please contact: The Rev. Dr. Jesse Zink, 
Principal, 3475 University St., Montreal, 
Quebec H3A 2A8. (514) 849-3004 x222.  
info@montrealdio.ca.  
www.montrealdio.ca. 
_______________________________
QUEEN’S COLLEGE FACULTY OF 
THEOLOGY  
Though Queen’s College has been 
preparing people for varieties of 
ministry opportunities since 1841, 
we are acutely aware of the changing 
needs of the world today and are 
envisioning a new way to be church 
as we move into the future. We offer 
full time and part time programs for 
those preparing for ordained and 
non-ordained ministries in the Church 
and community. We have on-campus, 
on-line, hybrid and correspondence 
courses that help students complete 
M.Div., MTS, M. Th, B. Th., Associate, 
Diploma and Certificate programs. 
We collaborate and partner with 
other faith groups to strengthen our 
programs and the learning experience. 
Our programs include and foster 
theological education, pastoral training 
and supervision, spiritual development, 
participation in faith-based learning 
community, and a vibrant chapel life. 
Queen’s is situated on the campus of 
Memorial University in St. John’s, NL. 
   For more information about our 
programs contact The Provost, Queen’s 
College Faculty of Theology, 210 Prince 
Philip Drive, St. John’s, NL A1B 3R6.
queens@mun.ca,  
www.queenscollegenl.ca  
(709) 753-0116,  
Toll free (877) 753-0116.
_______________________________
RENISON INSTITUTE OF 
MINISTRY (RIM) The newly 
imagined RIM will now focus on 
offering retreats and workshops which 
address the learning longings of the 
local Anglican church, an annual Youth 
Event convened by our Chaplain, an 
annual Lenten lecture series which 
focuses on theologies of Social Justice 
and action toward the common good, 
and two co-sponsored programs 
offered in collaboration with parishes 
each year. We also invite you to make 
suggestions for future programming 
ideas: reninmin@uwaterloo.ca
   Please join us at one of our upcoming 
events. Participation is free. You can 
support the work of the Renison 
Institute of Ministry by making a 
donation during registration; there 
will also be freewill offering baskets 
available at the events. All events 
include parking and refreshments as 
part of the day’s activities.
   Find out which of our events will 
interest you. Visit www.renison.ca/RIM
_______________________________

SAINT PAUL UNIVERSITY
FACULTY OF THEOLOGY
Do you want to be an effective pastoral 
leader? Would you like to deepen 
your understanding of your faith and 
discover fresh ways of bringing it to 
bear on the questions and challenges 
of life? The Faculty of Theology at Saint 
Paul University has been preparing 
Anglicans for professional ministry 
for over forty years. Students pursue 
practical ministry experience in the 
Anglican tradition in a rich ecumenical 
and bilingual educational context, 
beautifully situated in the national 
capital region. The Faculty of Theology 
offers a variety of programs at the 
bachelor, master, and doctoral level. 
For more information, please contact 
Dr. Sarah Kathleen Johnson at 
Saint Paul University, 223 Main Street, 
Ottawa, ON K1S 1C4 
sarah.kathleen.johnson@ustpaul.ca
or visit our website at www.ustpaul.ca
_______________________________
THORNELOE UNIVERSITY
is an innovative Anglican college in 
Sudbury, Ontario offering creative 
programs in Theology. Largely through 
distance education, the School 
of Theology offers courses at the 
certificate and diploma levels, as well 
as a Bachelor of Theology. Thorneloe 
University has 58 single rooms in its 
community focused residence, which is 
open to students at Laurentian.  
For more information, please contact 
the President of Thorneloe University 
at: president@thorneloe.ca 
Website: www.thorneloe.ca
_______________________________
TRINITY COLLEGE Shaped by the 
generous breadth of the Anglican 
tradition, Trinity prepares Christian 
leaders of varied backgrounds to 
participate in God’s mission to the 
world. The college offers professional 
and graduate level programs focused 
on preparing students to engage with 
the needs of contemporary society 
and to contribute to the future of 
God’s church. The Faculty of Divinity 
enjoys particular expertise in historical 
and contemporary forms of liturgy, 
church history, contemporary ethics 
and theology, Anglican and Eastern 
Orthodox studies, philosophy of 
religion, and congregational studies. 
In ecumenical collaboration within 
the Toronto School of Theology and 
in federation with the University of 
Toronto, the Faculty of Divinity offers 
the following degree programs: 
MDiv, MTS, MA, ThM, DMin and PhD. 
Short-course Certificate programs are 
available, with concentrations that 
include Anglican Studies, Orthodox 
Studies, and Diaconal Ministry.
For more information please contact:
Faculty of Divinity, Trinity College,
6 Hoskin Avenue, Toronto ON
M5S 1H8 (416) 978-2133
divinity@trinity.utoronto.ca  
www.trinity.utoronto.ca/study-theology
_______________________________

VANCOUVER SCHOOL OF
THEOLOGY is called to educate and 
form thoughtful, engaged and generous 
disciples of Jesus Christ for service to 
the church and the world in the 21st 
century. A theological education at 
VST combines the love of scholarship, 
courage to take up the issues of our 
time and readiness to collaborate with 
our local and global neighbours for the 
good of God’s world.
   VST strives to cultivate a community 
where hospitality, generosity and 
imagination infuse our common life. 
Our graduates are thoughtful people, 
reflective about how to interact with 
the large challenges of our time on 
the basis of the deep resource of faith.   
They don’t rush to thin relevance, but 
linger with scripture, tradition and 
scholarship to expand our common 
imaginative repertoire. Our students 
learn together with and from our 
Indigenous partners and those of other 
faith traditions.
   To learn more and to register for your 
course of study at VST, please contact 
Samuel Andri at sandri@vst.edu
_______________________________
WYCLIFFE COLLEGE, at the 
University of Toronto is an evangelical 
Anglican community of learning 
within the Toronto School of Theology 
offering both masters level and 
advanced degree programs. Our 
programs are designed to challenge, 
encourage, and equip students from 
many denominations to live out their 
faith and provide leadership as either 
ordained or lay leaders in their church 
and wider communities. Programs 
of special interest to the Anglican 
community include the Master of 
Divinity (MDIV) and the Master of 
Theological Studies in Development 
(MTSD). The flexibility of part time 
study and online learning in the 
masters programs provides accessibility. 
Financial support in all programs is 
available. Visit us at  
www.wycliffecollege.ca or telephone  
(416) 946-3535 for further information.
_______________________________
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rates, along with higher levels of 
optimism and feelings of purpose.

Not all research suggests religion 
benefits health. A 2011 Duke 
University study found greater 
atrophy in the hippocampus—a 
part of the brain that plays a major 
role in learning and memory and 
which shrinks over time when 
stress hormones are released—
among people who reported a 
life-changing religious experience 
(as well as among born-again 
Protestants and Catholics and those 
with no religious affiliation). The 
authors speculated that people in 
the religious minority or those who 
struggle with their beliefs might 
experience higher levels of stress.

In a Scientific American article 
about that study, Newberg wrote of 
other reasons why religious people 
might experience more stress—if 
they perceive God to be punishing 
them or experience conflicting 
ideas with their religious tradition 
or family, for example. “Even very 
positive, life-changing experiences 
might be difficult to incorporate 
into the individual’s prevailing 
religious belief system and this 
can also lead to stress and anxiety,” 
he wrote. “Perceived religious 
transgressions can cause emotional 
and psychological anguish.”

Meanwhile, McNamara’s lab is 
currently researching how people 
with Parkinson’s disease use religion 

to cope with their illness, and how 
their religiosity may have changed 
after their diagnosis. “Religious and 
spiritual coping strategies appear 
to be effective for many people 
with Parkinson’s disease in terms of 
living well,” he says.

Reflecting the approach of 
integrating science and faith, 
Newberg says neurotheology 
offers a powerful tool that can add 
new perspectives to religious and 
philosophical questions, such as the 
existence of free will.

“Prior to having neuroscience, 
if we were going to talk about free 
will, we’re talking about having 
a philosophical or theological 
discussion … Did God give us free 
will? It becomes very dogmatic, 
very based on sacred texts, on 
great theologians like Aquinas 
and philosophers like Plato and 
Aristotle,” Newberg says.

“All of those conversations 
from those perspectives are still 
in place,” he adds. “But now we 
also have a brain scan study that 
showed that when people make 
a choice, that part of their brain 
becomes active before they knew 
they made a choice. What does that 
mean and how does that fit into the 
conversation about ‘Do we have 
free will?’ I think [neurotheology] 
enriches our ability to address 
questions about the nature of 
reality, about the nature of who we 
are as human beings.” g

book 

Transcendence on the 
Trans-Canada and Wild 

Dogs and Doctors
A young med student travels 
to the Canadian North in 
mid-winter, while suffering 
from serious health problems. 
Determined to complete her 
training, she finds herself 
being helped by a wild dog 
who becomes her guardian, 
during the last three weeks 
of her internship on a 
reserve. The dog takes her 
to work every day and to all 
her necessary outings, and 
virtually saves her life.
This and other stories of 
remarkable healing, including 
a salesman’s transformative 
experience on the 
Saskatchewan Trans-Canada 
highway, can be ordered by 
contacting Mary Shepherd, 
editor and illustrator, at: 
marymathilda@hotmail.com 
or 514-487-0126

book 

Transcendence on the 
Trans-Canada and Wild 

Dogs and Doctors
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to the Canadian North in 
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Determined to complete her 
training, she finds herself 
being helped by a wild dog 
who becomes her guardian, 
during the last three weeks 
of her internship on a 
reserve. The dog takes her 
to work every day and to all 
her necessary outings, and 
virtually saves her life.
This and other stories of 
remarkable healing, including 
a salesman’s transformative 
experience on the 
Saskatchewan Trans-Canada 
highway, can be ordered by 
contacting Mary Shepherd, 
editor and illustrator, at: 
marymathilda@hotmail.com 
or 514-487-0126

new book

Let there be Light
In Partnership with the Sun, Let 
there be Light offers insight into 
Toronto’s St. Clement’s parish 
and parishioners whose legacies 
we enjoy whenever we worship 
here. The sanctuary’s twenty-
seven stained glass windows are 
presented with high resolution 
photographs and detailed 
descriptions.
     Universal symbols, scriptural 
base, snippets of family life gleaned 
over two decades by our church 
Archivist, historical accounts of the 
six manufacturing companies, and 
an overview of the beginnings of 
stained glass complete the book.
     To purchase, contact Donald 
Holmes at 647-285-7785 or by 
email at holmes.d0147@gmail.com
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is god calling you? 

The Sisters of Saint Gregory
welcome women from all 
walks of life who are seeking 
a deepening call of devotion 
in their spiritual journey. If 
you feel drawn to a religious 
life supported by like-minded 
women who live in their own 
homes and serve in their 
own parishes, and would like 
further information please 
visit our website or email us 
for a brochure at 
stgsister@gmail.com
sistersofsaintgregory.org

Serving the Church
Serving Christ

The Brotherhood of
Saint Gregory

A community of Anglican
men, lay and clergy, single
or married, who find their

lives enriched by fellowship,
prayer, and service to the

church, in many ministries.

For further information
about the Gregorian Way,

visit our web site
www.gregorians.org

Join us in the Daily Office
at dailyoffice.app

Soli Deo Gloria

is god calling you? 
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ID number on label, if possible)  
by email: circulation@national.

anglican.ca;  
or phone 416-924-9199 or 1-866-

924-9192, ext. 245;  
or by mail to Anglican Journal, 80 
Hayden St., Toronto, ON M4Y 3G2. 
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book

“A Penitentiary Called  
the Beach”

In this book, a newly employed 
researcher, loosely connected 
to the police, tries to get a grip 
on information surrounding 
a mystery prisoner who is 
incarcerated at a local prison 
known as the “Beach”. Under the 
cover of darkness, she observes 
that the prisoner is able to 
escape from the penitentiary 
frequently to meet with his 
former victim. How he does this 
is hard to understand. As the plot 
expands, the researcher, while 
also caught up in her own bizarre 
mysteries that must be solved, is 
able to come to solid conclusions, 
some of which seem to parallel 
mainstream news.
This new volume can be ordered 
by contacting Mary Shepherd, 
editor and illustrator, at 514-
487-0126 or by e mailing her at: 
marymathilda@hotmail.com

January 2024
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Stress, religion links probed
Continued from p. 7

Deputy chief hails survivors’ ‘courage 
and resiliency’
it will be possible for Primate 
Linda Nicholls to conclude her 
consultation with Indigenous 
leaders and to make an informed, 
engaged and too-long delayed 
apology on behalf of the whole 
Church. We are currently consulting 
with Indigenous leaders in order to 
appropriately deliver that apology. 
We continue to pray for the healing 
of those who have suffered harm.”

The settlement requires the 
Anglican church to meet with 
representatives of the affected 
communities to craft an apology 
meaningful to survivors and affected 
communities.

First Nations leaders and mental 
health professionals, as detailed in 
the documentary film Survivors 
Rowe, believe Rowe abused as 
many as 500 children in northern 
Indigenous communities. He has 
served less than five years in prison 
for his crimes—owing to a plea 
bargain with the Crown after a 1994 
conviction for 39 sexual crimes. The 
plea bargain prevented Rowe from 
being sentenced to more prison 
time for similar convictions. Further 
convictions ensued in 2005 and 
2009.

Karen Webb, chancellor of the 
ecclesiastical province of Rupert’s 
Land and one of the four members 
of the diocese of Keewatin legal 
entity, said the diocese had no plans 
to appeal the court’s decision, which 
she called “a good settlement” and “a 
step forward.”

“I hope it achieves some of what 
it’s meant to achieve, which is not 
just the compensation, but some 
form of healing,” said Webb, who 
is also a member of the Anglican 
Journal’s editorial board. 

Deputy Chief Anna Betty 
Achneepineskum of the Nishnawbe 
Aski Nation, where Rowe 
committed his abuse, also welcomed 
the settlement. “Today represents 
a tremendous achievement for 
these Survivors and everyone 
who has worked so hard seeking 
validation for what they have 
endured,” Achneepineksum said 
in a statement. “We acknowledge 
the courage and resiliency of these 
brave individuals who demonstrated 
the strength to pursue their rightful 
claims through a very long and 
difficult legal process.”

She called approval of the 
settlement “a plateau for this process 
of validation and acknowledgement 
of the horrific abuses that were 
inflicted on innocent children and 
carried with them into adulthood,” 
and added, “We stand with the 
Survivors in their accepting of this 
historic agreement.” She thanked 
them, their families, supporters and 
legal counsel.

“We cannot undo the past, but 
we can continue to move forward 
in a good way to support all those 
who have suffered and continue to 
suffer,” she said. “May the Creator 
guide us, the Anglican Church and 
Boy Scouts of Canada as we move 
forward together.” g

Continued from p. 9
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After coming into the 

house they saw the Child 

with Mary His mother; 

and they fell to the 

ground and worshiped 

Him. Then, opening their 

treasures, they presented 

to Him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh.

—Matthew 2:11

  Blessings  
  to you this   season


