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OU. BLESSED ARE: YOU-AMONG-WOMEN,

Servant of the Lord

An icon of the Annunciation by Episcopalian iconographer Laura Fisher Smith shows Mary—but, unusually, not
the angel Gabriel. Gelebrated on March 25 of each year, the Feast of the Annunciation celebrates Gabriel’s visit to
Mary, in which he tells her she will be the mother of Jesus.
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GOd IS allve - A biblical storyteller shares the secrets of his calling

SPIRITUAL
PRACTICE »

Matthew Puddister

STAFF WRITER

John Frank-Epp has seen the impact telling
a good story can have on people.

A founding member of the Canadian
branch of the Network of Biblical
Storytellers (NBS), an ecumenical
association, Frank-Epp has led numerous
workshops that aim to teach the art of
sharing Bible stories learned by heart.

Frank-Epp was raised Mennonite and
has attended Anglican churches, but has
more recently been attending services with
the Christian and Missionary Alliance, an
evangelical denomination. He worked as a
machinist until 1985, when he left his job to
earn a B.A. at Providence University College

and Theological Seminary. After a five-year
stint at inner-city missions in Toronto,
Frank-Epp studied at Wycliffe College and
graduated with a master’s in theological
studies.

When he discovered the NBS
International, which brought together
scholars, clergy and lay people with a shared
love for telling Bible stories, Frank-Epp
says he “finally found home”” Out of these
international meetings came the idea to
establish a Canadian chapter. The Anglican
Church of Canada has hosted workshops
and retreats offered by NBS Canada.

The Anglican Journal spoke with
Frank-Epp on May 31, 2022 about biblical

See WITNESSING, p. 7

Class-action lawsuit
against Ralph Rowe
heads to mediation

Diocese, Scouts Canada acknowledge
legal responsibility for harm caused by
former priest who sexually abused dozens
of Indigenous boys

For updates

on developing

news stories,

visit us online at
anglicanjournal.com

Matthew Puddister
STAFF WRITER
A class-action lawsuit against Ralph Rowe,
Scouts Canada, and the Anglican synod
of the diocese of Keewatin on behalf of
Indigenous youth who allege they were
sexually abused by Rowe had moved to
mediation as this issue was going to press.
Ontario’s Superior Court of Justice in
March 2021 endorsed a consent judgement
in which Scouts Canada and the diocese
accepted the vicarious liability of the harm
done by Rowe. This means the diocese
accepted the legal responsibility it bore as
his employers for that harm, as did Scouts
Canada as a party for whom he worked as

a volunteer.
See INDIGENOUS, p. 6

Primate, Lutheran national
bishop ask for meeting with
PM after Christian cemetery
vandalized in Jerusalem

IMAGE: PAUL GEUE

Matthew Puddister
STAFF WRITER

The heads of the Anglican and Lutheran
churches in Canada have written a series
of letters to the federal government
voicing concern about violence in Israel
and Palestine—including one seeking a
discussion with Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau after a Protestant cemetery under
the oversight of the Anglican Church in
Jerusalem was vandalized Jan. 3.

Archbishop Linda Nicholls, primate
of the Anglican Church of Canada, and
Bishop Susan Johnson, national bishop
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Canada (ELCIC), sent an open letter to
Trudeau Jan. 17 in which they expressed
concern over what they call the desecration
of Mt. Zion Cemetery. Israeli police said
many tombstones were damaged.

Security video shared on social media
depicted two men wearing kippot, brimless

See CHURCH, p. 2
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WORLD
NEWS »

Continued from p. 1
hats traditionally worn by some Jewish :
men, pulling down tombstones and
damaging graves by dropping stones and
masonry on them.

Two arrests were reported to have been
made in connection with the incident, and
the commander of the Jerusalem police
met with church leaders and offered to help
fix the damage. In a tweet, Israel’s foreign
ministry condemned the act.

The leaders of the two churches, which
are full communion partners, cited other
attacks on Christian communities and
places of worship in the Holy Land—in
particular, a raid by the Israeli military
last August on St. Andrew’s Anglican/
Episcopal Church in Ramallah. Israeli
soldiers who conducted the attack were
seeking the offices of a Palestinian human
rights organization, Al-Haq, which rented
space in the church building but had its
own entrance.

“We urge the government of Canada
to express its concern for the safety and
dignity of the Christian community in

A Jerusalem’s
Mt. Zion Protestant

the Holy Land and to support the right cemetery before
to security of its people, buildings and the acts of
property;” Nicholls and Johnson said. vandalism

Referring to a previous letter Nicholls PHOTO!
sent to Foreign Affairs Minister Mélanie WlKY@SS&LZg;F:gSé
Joly Aug. 24, the church leaders added,

“We believe Canada’s continued silence on
the escalation of assaults of various kinds
against Christians by Israel’s religious

Church heads decry vi
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extremists and illegal settlers emboldens
such violations of international law and
universal human rights”

While encouraged by Israel’s
condemnation of the vandalism and arrest
of the alleged perpetrators, Nicholls and
Johnson said they remained concerned
and sought an opportunity to discuss these
issues with Trudeau.

Nicholls told the Anglican Journal
that the Jan. 17 letter was a response to

a statement by Archbishop
Hosam Naoum of the
Episcopal diocese of
Jerusalem asking for the
support of partners around
the world. The letter followed
a December trip to Israel
and Palestine by Nicholls
and Johnson during which,
the primate said, “we had
both heard and seen from
Christians in the Holy
Land of how difficult it is
for them?” Most Christians
in the region, she said, are
Palestinian and live in the
West Bank, Gaza, or East
Jerusalem.

“The new Israeli
government is a partnership
that includes some very
extreme leaders who are
making life for Palestinians
even harder than it currently
is,” Nicholls said. “We saw
examples of some of those
hardships and we visited St.
Andrew’s Church and saw
where theyd been invaded
by the Israeli forces. This has
not happened in the past. In
the past, churches have been
considered sacred space”

“The Canadian
government has a strong
stance in support of
international law and the
two-state solution, and it
is not speaking up in a way
that we think it could given
the increased activity of the
Israeli government in settling
in occupied territories, which
is against all international
law and all international
agreements,” the primate
said.

If the Canadian

olence in Holy Land

government does not raise concerns
about attacks on Christians in the Holy
Land, Nicholls said, any additional steps
would be up to the church to consider.
The Anglican Church of Canada will be
bringing forward a renewed statement
on Israel and Palestine to this summer’s
General Synod, she said. “I think that
would be a moment for the church to say
what it wants to do further”

On Jan. 27, the two leaders sent a third
letter to the prime minister, this one to
voice concern about escalating violence in
the region after an attack the same day on
a synagogue in East Jerusalem.

“As religious leaders, we are particularly
grieved that this murderous brutality
was directed towards terrorizing people
at prayer. We mourn with the families of
those who have been killed and pray for
those who are wounded,” they wrote.

“We stand in solidarity, on this
International Holocaust Remembrance
Day, with the Jewish community in
Canada and around the world, and firmly
decry all forms of antisemitism and
religiously motivated hate wherever it
occurs” They implored Trudeau and his
government to advocate de-escalation to
both sides in the conflict.

Robert Granke, ELCIC member on
the advisory committee for the Canadian
Companions of the Episcopal Diocese
of Jerusalem—an organization that
supports the Anglican Church of Canada’s
partnership with the diocese—said
the Companions share the concern of
Nicholls and Johnson at the cemetery
vandalism. He said the Companions were
grateful that “Israeli authorities have
taken swift action and have arrested the
alleged perpetrators ... Our expectation
is that they will be subject to a trial and
prosecution by Israeli law if they’re found
guilty.

“Fundamentally, all religious sites must
be protected in the Holy Land,” he added.
“I think that’s the guiding principle here”

Several other Christian demominations
in Canada have endorsed the joint letter,
including leaders of Mennonite, Baptist,
Presbyterian, United, Orthodox and
Ukrainian Catholic churches.

As this issue was going to press Feb.

6, neither Trudeau’s nor Joly’s office had
responded to a request for comment.
Nicholls said neither she nor Johnson had
received responses to the letter in August
or subsequent ones.
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Review sought of key Anglican statements, structures

"

Sean Frankling
STAFF WRITER

Changes may be in store for some of the
Anglican Communion’s most fundamental
statements and structures—but Anglicans
will likely have to wait for the details.

A declaration by bishops at last
summer’s Lambeth Conference—one of 10
“calls” issued at the conference—proposes
that the church “revitalize” the Marks
of Mission, review the Instruments of
Communion and even possibly add a fifth
instrument (see sidebar). The call also
asks the church to convene an Anglican
Congress—a meeting not just of bishops
but of clergy and laity from across the
Communion—somewhere in the global
South.

The call itself does not explain why the
bishops felt these measures necessary, and
Archbishop Phillip Richardson, primate of
New Zealand and the call’s lead author, as
well as the Rev. Robert Heaney, professor
of Theology and Mission at Virginia
Theological Seminary, who also worked
on the call, declined the Journal’s request
for an interview. In an email, Heaney said
they were still working through feedback
they received on the call during and since
the Lambeth Conference and were in the
process of drafting an updated version
based on that feedback.

Part of the work of drafting groups
post-Lambeth, he wrote, was to amend
calls based on feedback from bishops,
and, he added, “Some calls received more
feedback than others and that has taken
more time to get through”

In an email interview, Archbishop Linda
Nicholls, primate of the Anglican Church
of Canada, told the Journal that the nature
of Anglican identity has been explored
and questioned ever since the Church of
England began to spread to other parts of
the world. Disagreements have spurred
Anglicans to re-examine how the elements
that unify them should be prioritized, she
said, and a goal of the proposed congress
would be a broader review of them.

Andrew Asbil, bishop of the diocese
of Toronto, gave a presentation on the
call to the Council of General Synod
in November. In an interview with the
Journal, Asbil said there wasn’t much
discussion of the rationale for the call at
his table group at Lambeth. But he believes
that the idea of the conference has its roots
in a shift of the focus of the Communion
in the past several decades, from the North
and West to the rapidly-growing South.

“There was a sense that because the
Anglican Communion has shifted and
changed so much since the last conference
in 1963, that gathering somewhere in the
global South would give us a real sense of
how the Anglican Communion has been
transformed over time,” he said.

There have been two Anglican Congress
meetings, the first in London, England in
1908 and the second in Toronto in 1963, so
a meeting in the global South would mark
the first time a congress has been convened
outside of Europe or North America.
Because an Anglican Congress would
include both lay delegates and clergy,
added Nicholls, it may also help alleviate
concerns that only one of the existing
Instruments of Communion offers the laity
a chance to weigh in.

The call is partly concerned with
differences within global Anglicanism.
“Governed by Scripture, Anglicans belong
to a tradition that seeks faithfulness to God

PHOTO: ANGLICAN COMMUNION YOUTUBE CHANNEL

“Those differences, which are created by God, are here to save
us. Not to break our relationships,” Archbishop Maimbo Mndolwa,
primate of Tanzania, told bishops at last summer’s Lambeth

Conference.

Five marks, four instruments

The Five Marks of Mission, debated and refined over the
decades since they were first introduced in 1984, are
meant both to describe and encourage Anglican ministry
in the Communion. They are:

1. To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom

To teach, baptize and nurture new believers

2
3. Torespond to human need by loving service
4

To seek to transform unjust structures of society, to
challenge violence of every kind and to pursue peace
and reconciliation

5. To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and
sustain and renew the life of the earth

The Instruments of Communion represent the unity of
Anglicans worldwide. They do not have executive or
legislative authority over the churches of the Communion,
but function as tools of communication and cooperation.

They are:

1. The Archbishop of Canterbury: The spiritual leader of
the Anglican Communion

2. The Lambeth Conference: A once-per-decade meeting
of bishops from around the world to discuss local and
global issues and responses

3. The Anglican Consultative Gouncil: A body composed
of representatives from clergy and laity from member
churches who develop policy and advise on the
communion’s global mission

4. The Primate’s Meeting: A convention of leaders from
national churches convened by the Archbishop of
Canterbury for consultation and prayer on ministry
and global and local issues

in richly diverse cultures, distinct human
experiences, and deep disagreements,” it
reads.

Likewise, in an address at Lambeth
on the day bishops discussed the call,
Archbishop Maimbo Mndolwa, primate of
Tanzania, referred to the divisions between
high church and low church—and between
the Anglican Communion of the global
North and the global South—as a gift from
God. “Those differences, which are created
by God, are here to save us. Not to break
our relationships,” he said.

What the call doesn’t provide, says
Wycliffe College professor Ephraim
Radner, who wrote an essay about
the conference last fall for U.S.-based

publication First Things, is an explanation
of how the world’s Anglicans should
manage sticking together as a communion
without directly engaging some hard
questions—for example, that of same-sex
marriage, over which primates and bishops
from provinces in Africa representing
millions of Anglicans declined to come to
last summer’s Lambeth Conference.

“Maybe that was prudent. One
view says that the conflicts within the
Communion are so great and irresolvable
that pushing the questions in a way that’s
meant to produce some clear resolutions
would have been counterproductive,”
Radner told the Journal. “That’s fair
enough—except for the fact that there
was ... no attempt to lay out how and why
these sorts of hard things, which remain
divisive, can continue to exist at the heart
of a communion without some means of
engaging them”

Radner also criticized the call for
its lack of comment on exactly what
Anglicans should be rallying around other
than their shared liturgical and structural
roots. A concrete statement of what it
actually means to be Anglican would
discuss what sets the church apart from
other Christian communions in the world,
he said. And he believes a lack of any
firm idea of who Anglicans are and what
they do results in unclear and fragmented
responses to the challenges facing the
church today.

He pointed to Anglicans’ response
to the war in Ukraine, which he said
has come with “little moral fervour,”
despite the Russian Orthodox Church’s
open support of the invasion. One way
to measure the strength of identity in a
properly unified Communion is to look
at how strongly it responds to another
church taking up such a patently unjust
position, he said. If Anglicans had a strong
sense of who they were and what they
stood for, he would expect them to speak
more forcefully to matters facing the
Communion and the world.

“If there is an identity that came out of
[Lambeth,] it’s that we are a church that is
plural. But 'm not sure where that gets you,”
he said. “You've got to have something that
actually calls people to something. That
involves risks of having to make decisions
and having to disagree on them”

Aside from the general consensus on
convening a new Congress, Asbil said, the
discussion at Lambeth did not provide
much clarity on exactly what the nature
of shared Anglican identity is. Gatherings
like the Lambeth Conference are not
designed to make binding decisions about
policy across the international Anglican
Church, he said, which does leave room for
uncertainty.

“Keeping it vague makes some really
nervous about what might happen. How
will we make decisions?” he said. But a less
prescriptive attitude to Anglican identity,
he added, also leaves room for wisdom to
filter in from diverse perspectives. “The
vagueness kind of raises the anxiety and
also the curiosity at the same time.

While he walked away from Lambeth
with the impression that some Anglicans
would prefer to see a style of decision-
making aimed at producing a uniform
idea of Anglican orthodoxy, Asbil said, his
own perspective is that there is much to be
gained from finding a way to let disparate
ways of thinking coexist. B



CAPTURING
THE LIGHT »

The Anglican
Journal
continues its
series of readers’
photo and text
submissions on
stained-glass
windows.

Send us a photo
of a stained-glass
window that has
been especially
important to
you, and tell

us why. Photos
should be high
resolution files in
jpg format. Please
email them to:
editor@national.
anglican.ca

Submissions are
subject to editing.
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A risen
Christ
hides In
plain sight

Since 1972 T have worshipped at the
Church of St. Bartholomew in Ottawa’s
New Edinburgh neighbourhood and
have enjoyed the beauty and wonder
of the East Memorial Window. Only
now do I have a more complete
understanding of its genesis and
message. Commissioned by Canada’s
10th Governor General, Prince Arthur,
Duke of Connaught and Strathearn, to
commemorate the members of his staff
at Rideau Hall who fell in the Great
War, it was unveiled in 1919 by the then
Prince of Wales. It had been designed
and made by the young Irish artist,
Wilhelmina Margaret Geddes (1887-
1955), who titled it The Welcoming of a
Slain Warrior by Saints, Champions and
Angels.

The years took their toll on the
window, and the parish launched a
major capital campaign in 2021 to
finance its refurbishment. On Sunday
Now. 6, 2022, almost 103 years to
the day after its original unveiling,
Canon David Clunie rededicated the
restored window at a moving and
well-attended Remembrance service.
In parallel with the restoration, a team
of parish volunteers researched, wrote
and produced a 50-minute historical

) This image of
the resurrected
Christ forms
part of the East
Memorial Window.
Can you find it in
the photo above?

4{ Designed and
produced by Irish
artist Wilhelmina
Margaret Geddes,
St. Bartholomew’s
East Memorial
Window
commemorates
soldiers killed
during the First
World War.

PHOTO: BARRY WALKER

decade, through his own reflections
and insights, Canon Clunie helped

us discover and see more clearly the
resurrected Christ on the banner of St.
Longinus. It is “hidden in plain sight”
on his standard in the centre panel of
this magnificent window. Many more
elements, both religious and mythical,
are included in Geddes’s masterful
work. Now fully restored, the window
is preserved so that generations to
come may enjoy discovering its beauty,
complex iconography and meaning. It is
a memorial which portrays for all time

documentary video, In the Company
of Angels, about the window, the life of
Wilhelmina Geddes and the significance
of Canada’s memorials from the Great
War.

Remembrance services at St. Bart’s

grief and sacrifice in periods of war, as
well as the redemption represented by
Christus Rex.

Meriel Beament Bradford
Church of St. Bartholomew
Ottawa

PHOTO: KEVIN MCQUINN

have often featured sermons about the
sacrifice of Canada’s veterans and the
East Memorial Window. In the last

LETTERS ) Colonization has had ‘horrific effects’ on Indigenous people

WAS DISMAYED to read the

Rev. Derek Perry’s letter (“Study
found no children’s remains at
Kamloops site,” January, p. 4)
and specifically by his view that
Canadian society has little to
apologize for to Indigenous peoples.
Apparently, he believes the media
has exaggerated the horrific effects
of colonization. So, I'd like to draw
his attention to a recent film. Movies
are a good way to vicariously
experience life, and the 2018 film
The Grizzlies, based on a true
story, takes the viewer into a small
Inuit community. Three separate
suicides by Inuit highschoolers
frame the story, capturing the very
real epidemic of death that ravages
the North. One family starves
while neighbours drink themselves
into daily stupors to obliterate
the trauma of residential school
experience and the loss of loved
ones. Almost all the characters
experience physical and emotional
abuse. Astronomical food prices
compound poverty.

If these cruel realities and

legacies of colonial polices do not
convince, please visit the city of
Ottawa, which has the largest Inuit
population south of the Arctic. A
trip downtown will feature Inuit
sitting on sidewalks panhandling.
A few years ago, you would have
seen internationally-acclaimed
Inuit artist Annie Pootoogook
sitting there, too. After winning the
Sobey Art Award, which recognizes
young Canadian artists, in 2006 and
exhibiting around the world, she
ended up living on the streets. Like
the characters in The Grizzlies, she
struggled with substance abuse and
abusive relationships. Her body was
found in the Ottawa River in 2016.
Tragically, the death of Pootoogook
and the Inuit youth are not isolated.
I would urge the reverend to read
the final reports of both the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission and
the National Inquiry into Missing
and Murdered Indigenous Women
and Girls. May the stories shared in
these reports open hardened hearts.

4
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a Toronto parish five or six
times and enjoyed the service,
but once the service ended, no
one did anything at coffee hour
to welcome them or find out
who they were. They stopped
going there.
o A man I knew moved to Ottawa
and began looking for a parish.
He chanced to come to one
church on what theyd billed
as “Newcomer Sunday.” After
the service he stood alone for
a full 12 minutes while people
milled around him, chatting with
friends. They ignored him. Finally
someone spoke to him.
My brother sang in a church
choir, then left the choir and that
church. When I asked why, he
replied, “I felt it was a club and
that I didn’t belong”

Murray MacAdam
Peterborough, Ont.

Anglicans should be
more welcoming to
newcomers

I agree that broader trends in society
are, in part, influencing declining
Anglican Church numbers (“Data
show membership falling 10 per cent
each year during 2020 and 2021:
church statistician,” January, p. 1).
But I disagree with the argument
that our shrinking church cannot be
impacted by responses by clergy or
parishioners. From my experience
as a former diocese of Toronto
staffperson, I believe Anglicans could
do better at welcoming newcomers
to their parishes. A few examples: .
o When I joined my current parish,
I said hello to one person three
times. Each time he stared right
through me without any greeting
in response, of any kind.
« A young couple I knew attended

The Anglican
Journal welcomes
letters to the editor.

Since not all letters
can be published,
preference is

given to short
correspondence (300
words or less). All
letters are subject to
editing.

Lucianne Poole
Ottawa
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National Indigenous
Anglican
Archbishop Chris
Harper will begin
writing monthly
columns for the
Journal in our April
issue.
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Called to self-examination

By Linda Nicholls

N ASH WEDNESDAY we

commiitted ourselves to a season

of “prayer, fasting and self-
examination.” We all know that we fail to
fully live into our baptismal promises and
need this annual time to step back, reflect,
repent and renew our Christian walk.
There is a certain trepidation as we wonder
what we will see and hear!

We will quickly identify recurring areas
of personal struggle—the places where
temptation or social pressures lead us into
thoughts and actions that are inconsistent
with the gospel. We may have shared in
conversations unfairly critical of others,
or indulged in unhealthy practices or
resisted looking at our participation in
social systems that discriminate. There are
also areas of our lives we do not see clearly,
where we hurt others, harm ourselves
and are distanced from God, and we need
others to assist us in our self-examination
to recognize them.

However, asking others to help us
“see clearly” requires vulnerability
and humility. We need to listen to the
critiques of others without defensiveness
to hear how we are perceived, even if
our intentions were different from what
others assumed them to be. This requires
a posture of powerlessness that is rarely
comfortable, because allowing others to
tell us what they see, hear and experience
in our relationship means we must let go
of our assumptions about ourselves. That
is also the posture needed before God
to allow the Holy Spirit to speak to our
hearts.

I am always grateful that God is both
gentle and persistent in the personal
transformation that is invited through
self-examination. The Holy Spirit brings
forward in heart and mind the areas that
need to be examined and invites us to
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) “Allowing reflect, as we are able, in order for us to

others to tell take another step in the journey of faith.
us what they If we refuse, that same invitation returns
see, hear and persistently, knocking at the door of our

hearts and souls until we are willing and
ready to see, hear and change.

experience in our
relationship means

we must let go of That invitation to self-examination and
our assumptions transformation is also to us as a church.
about ourselves,” The Holy Spirit reveals where we, as
the primate writes. a community, need to repent and renew
“That is also the our witness to the gospel. Sometimes that
posture needed Spirit speaks through strong, prophetic
before God to voices within and outside our church.
allow the Holy The call of Indigenous peoples led to the
Spirit to speak to Truth and Reconciliation Commission
our hearts.” and continues to provoke and challenge

PHOTO: sPACE WIND | US to continuing healing work in our

relationships. The LGBTQ2+ (lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, two-
spirited and other) community has called
for recognition of their full humanity in
our midst. BIPOC (Black, Indigenous and
people of colour) members within our
church have challenged us to dismantle

racism in our governance and ministries.
Loving God with heart, soul, mind and
strength is always inextricably linked with
loving our neighbours.

Self-examination may also be a time
when we hear God’s affirmation of love.
Though we fall short we are always loved
now, in this moment, even in the midst
of our failings. Shame or guilt may move
us for a time but it is love that invites us
to see and sustain new possibilities for
ourselves and our church. Love is the
foundation for lasting transformation as
it is always hope-filled, energizing and
stronger than death itself.

I pray that this Lent will be a rich
time of self-examination for each of us
personally and for us as a church, rooted
and grounded in the love of God that fills
us with hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ. m

Archbishop Linda Nicholls is the primate of
the Anglican Church of Canada.

Where’s the passion in our clergy and congregations?

EEPING IN MIND the general
trend towards secularism in
Canada I would like to comment on

relevant to the people in the

Preachers should make the message

a cold coffee.
Talk to strangers. Find out where

Canon Neil Elliot’s statement that

it is important not to blame the
shrinking of the church on its clergy
and parishioners (“Data show
membership falling 10 per cent each
year during 2020 and 2021: church
statistician,” January, p. 1). As an
87-year-old regular churchgoer

all my life in the Anglican, United
and Baptist denominations I have
experienced many different situations.
I've seen some churches expand and
others wither on the vine. Why is
there such a difference between the

churches? In my humble opinion

it all comes down to the clergy and

the congregation. Is the congregation

a truly welcoming congregation or

is it just lip service? Does the rector

or minister really give sermons

that reflect on the needs of the

congregation? Does this person go

out and visit the parishioners in their

homes, really getting to know them?
My main criticism of clergy is

when sermons become academic.

congregation and their everyday

lives. One eminent churchman who
had over 65 years in a successful
pulpit in Toronto told me that one
should always do a service with the
thought in mind that someone there
has just lost a husband, a wife or child.
The service is not about the clergy or
the choir but about the people in the
pews.

The congregation has a role to
play as well. I cannot count the times
I have gone into a church with a big
overhead banner proclaiming “God is
love” and being left in the corner with

they come from.

Everyone around me is a
confirmed atheist or has left the
church. There is a wonderful message
in Jesus Christ. But it has to be told
with passion and true belief. As is
sometimes attributed to Ludwig
van Beethoven, more than 200
years ago: “To play a wrong note is
insignificant; to play without passion
is inexcusable” That still holds true
today and should be considered the
key to increasing our congregations.

Graham Wright
Westmount, Que.
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Rowe, who was a fly-in Anglican priest to northern Ontario communities as well as a
scoutmaster with the Boy Scouts of Canada in the 1970s and ’80s, has been convicted
of nearly 60 crimes, although Survivors Rowe, a 2015 documentary film, estimates he
abused as many as 500 boys.
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Indigenous journalist seeks
apology to Rowe survivors

Continued from p. 1

Rowe, who was a fly-in Anglican
priest to northern Ontario communities
as well as a scoutmaster with the Boy
Scouts of Canada in the 1970s and ‘80s,
pleaded guilty in 1994 to 39 counts of
indecent assault involving 19 boys and was
sentenced to six years in prison under a
plea agreement, but was released on parole
after serving four and a half years. He
was convicted of additional crimes in the
early 2000s, bringing the total convictions
to nearly 60. Survivors Rowe, a 2015
documentary film, estimates Rowe abused
as many as 500 boys.

The lawsuit, filed in May 2017, claimed
$100 million in damages for “battery,
assault, negligence, breach of fiduciary
duty, and vicarious liability” and punitive
damages of $10 million. The amount of
damages survivors can claim after liability
is established in such cases must be
determined by the court or by settlement,
and a hearing to establish a claims process
has been set for next September.

A spokesperson for Koskie Minsky,
the law firm representing the plaintiffs,
however, confirmed to the Journal that the
parties had moved to mediation.

“With the assistance of a neutral
mediator, we are currently in confidential
discussions with the defendants to
determine whether the issues can be
resolved prior to the Court hearing,” the
spokesperson said.

“We remain committed to securing a
just outcome for the brave survivors of
abuse committed by Ralph Rowe,” the
spokesperson added, but declined further
comment, citing the confidential nature of
the discussions.

The diocese of Keewatin, where Rowe’s
abuse occurred, currently exists only as
a corporate entity with four members.
One is Karen Webb, chancellor of the
ecclesiastical province of Rupert’s Land,
vice chancellor of the diocese of Brandon
and a practicing lawyer with a background
in child protection and family law. Webb
is also a member of the Anglican Journal’s
editorial board.

In an interview with the Journal,

Webb emphasized that the March 2021
ruling was a consent order, meaning the
plaintiff, synod of the diocese of Keewatin
and Scouts Canada all consented to the
judgement.“That means that all three are
saying ‘Yes, we're agreeing that the [diocese
of] Keewatin and Scouts are vicariously
liable” for Rowe’s abuse, Webb said.
“There’s no fight here”

Webb said she couldn’t speculate on
what the total size of the eventual payouts
might be.

The Anglican Journal reached out to the
Nishnawbe Aski Nation, where much of
Rowe’s abuse took place, in an attempt to
contact survivors as well as former grand
chief Alvin Fiddler, who has asked the
Anglican Church of Canada to apologize
for harm caused by Rowe. These efforts
were unsuccessful.

In January 2017, Archdeacon Michael
Thompson, then general secretary of
General Synod, released a statement on
Rowe in which he acknowledged that
past actions of the Anglican Church of
Canada had “helped to create a legacy of
brokenness in First Nations communities”
and said the church was willing to renew
its commitment to dialogue to act on its

responsibilities.

Thompson noted that in 2014, the
ministry of the diocese of Keewatin ended.
Replacing it was the Indigenous Spiritual
Ministry of Mishamikoweesh led by
Bishop Lydia Mamakwa. Thompson said
Archbishop Fred Hiltz, then primate of
the Anglican Church of Canada, intended
to continue a process of engagement with
Mamakwa “to renew a way forward that
will lead to a formal national apology
to the victims of Ralph Rowe and their
communities”

In the wake of Thompson’s statement,
Fiddler said the church needed to not just
apologize but provide resources for long-
term healing. Then-Indigenous Affairs
Minister Carolyn Bennett (whose husband,
Peter O’Brian, produced Survivors Rowe)
also publicly spoke about the importance
of an apology from the Anglican Church
of Canada.

Less than five months after Thompson’s
statement, however, survivors filed their
class-action lawsuit, and six years later, the
church has not yet issued a formal apology.

Joseph Vecsi, communications director
for the Anglican Church of Canada, spoke
to the Journal for this article on behalf of
General Synod.

“The class action suit on this matter
began in May 2017 and until the matter is
before the courts and resolved, we cannot
comment publicly,” Vecsi said.

Tanya Talaga, an Ojibwe journalist
who covered Rowe as a reporter for the
Toronto Star and wrote about his crimes
in her book All Our Relations, has detailed
the devastating impact Rowe’s abuse had
on Indigenous communities now plagued
with drug and alcohol addiction and high
suicide rates. Talaga, currently a Globe
and Mail columnist, told the Journal the
Anglican Church of Canada needs to
do more to support communities still
suffering intergenerational trauma from
Rowe’s actions.

“I think the Anglican Church has
to go a lot farther in apologizing to the
generations of victims of Ralph Rowe,”
Talaga said.

“What is also needed is support
with healing, and understanding and
acknowledgement of how widespread
his crimes have been, and [of] the fact
that children are still being injured to
this day due to the legacy of abuse that
Ralph Rowe perpetrated on our people ...
Everyone associated with the hierarchy
of the Anglican Church should apologize
for Ralph Rowe and spend time making
amends.

Any apology from the church, Talaga
said, should be presented where people
affected by Rowe’s crimes live.

In his 2017 statement, Thompson said
“Ralph Rowe’s abuse was massive in its
scope and horrendous in its impact, and
we owe a debt of gratitude to those who
with great courage have borne witness to
that abuse”

The church, he added, had undertaken
a number of measures intended to address
the consequences of Rowe’s crimes,
including a mediation process with the
people of Wunnumin Lake First Nation,
one of the communities most affected;
funding several community projects with
money from the church’s Healing Fund;
and supporting suicide prevention workers
in Indigenous communities. B
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“Iwas

doing a telling
of Paul’s
letter to the
Corinthians
and my co-
worker came
with her
husbhand. After
the telling of
that letter, her
husbhand, who
has never heen
to church, said
to me, ‘If that’s
what’s in the
Bible, | might
be interested.’
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Witnessing the power of the spoken Bible

Continued from p. 1

storytelling traditions and practices.
This interview has been edited for
length and clarity.

Where does your interest in biblical
storytelling come from?

I think my mother has embedded
storytelling in me. It was in my early
20s when I really started listening to
who my parents were, and when she
started telling stories of growing up
in Ukraine under Stalin. She tells her
stories deep from the heart. I think
that just imprinted in me a pattern
that I had been looking for most of
my life. It wasn’t until I encountered
the biblical storytelling community
that I really encountered that native
language of oral storytelling again.

How does oral storytelling enhance
the teaching of the Bible?

There’s a power that is released. I often
say in my workshops that the Bible
will not release its greatest secrets
until it is learned by heart and spoken
out loud in the company of God’s
people. It's compelling because it has
power to speak to both Christians and
non-Christians.

I was doing a telling of Paul’s letter
to the Corinthians and my co-worker
came with her husband. After the
telling of that letter, her husband, who
has never been to church, said to me,
“If that's what's in the Bible, I might
be interested” That’s a non-Christian
speaking.

We had done a group telling
of Genesis. One of the ladies who
had been in church all her life said,
“Now I know what's in the Bible”

Her daughter, who's not a Christian,
said, “I wasn’t preached down to, so
it wasn'’t a sermon. It wasn’t drama.
You were just speaking to me on the
same level” [Biblical storytelling] has
a power to draw all people to itself.

I work as a cleaner for the city
of Toronto in a number of shelters.

I made it known that I was a
storyteller and I told them some
stories of St. Francis of Assisi. I told
this to one of my co-workers, who is
really quite rough around the edges.
With fear and trembling, I told her
the story of St. Francis and the Wolf
of Gubbio. She had her head on the
table, getting ready to go home. She
was tired. By the end she was sitting
up, leaning in. She said, “Nobody has
ever told me a story before’ She got
up, put her knapsack on, turned back
at me and she said, “That was one
freaking good story”

The next week I come back, she
puts her feet up on the desk and she
says, “Alright John, storytime” I told
her the story of the prodigal son, and
she says, “So there is hope.” There was
a time at work where every Friday on
our breaks, [co-workers] would ask
me for a story.

When you tell Bible stories, you’re not
paraphrasing them, but reciting the
biblical text word for word.

That is correct. I use several
translations, but I stick with the
authorized versions. They are
essentially the script that we've

inherited from our ancient church
tradition, the way they come to us
in the Bible. I don't do first-person
monologues. I do not add from or
subtract to it. I stay faithful to the
biblical text, and lo and behold, they
tell like stories.

I'm in the Alliance Church now.
The pastor asked me last Friday for
the first time, “John, can you do the
reading of Scripture?” Not “telling”—
“reading” This was [the story] out of
Samuel where Saul falls on his sword.
I just told the story, having prepared
it, in a relaxed, straightforward way.
The youth pastor came to me and
said, “I grew up in this church. Its
40 years now, and I've never heard
anything like this” This is what struck
me: he said, “It’s like God’s alive”
That is the quintessential response to
storytelling: God is alive.

[The Bible] is an oral script, and it
is so exquisitely crafted to be learned
by heart and told out loud. These are
the most exquisitely designed and
crafted stories you will ever find in
the world. They’re so profound and
so simple. At the same time, in their
profundity, they evoke a complex
conversation within us and with the
text, with God and with others.

There are probably very good
reasons why statistics show that the
least interesting part of any church
service is the Scripture reading. I've
asked many people, Christians and
non-Christians, and they just roll
their eyes and they say, “Yep, that's
true” How can that be? There’s a

PHOTO. DOREEN MARTENS
“The Bible will not release its greatest secrets until it is learned by heart and
spoken out loud,” says Frank-Epp, pictured here at a Mennonite camp in 2012.

good reason why the Bible is boring
to most people: because they almost
always think of it as print on paper. If
the Bible is simply print on paper, of
course it’s going to be boring. It’s like
if all you ever get is a Bach symphony
in a script form and you never hear
the actual sound of it. Of course it’s
going to be boring, unless you're a
musicologist.

Ancient epics like those of Homer
were meant to be told out loud.
What can you tell us about the oral
storytelling culture from which the
Bible emerged?

Homer was originally an oral artifact,
and it was eventually written down,
in the same way that the Bible was
originally oral and later written down.
The Bible comes out of a highly
sophisticated written and oral culture.
But the emphasis is on orality, with
the written word as a support.

I was delighted to hear a woman
recite the book of Romans. I mean,
how apropos. Paul entrusted that
letter to Phoebe and many scholars
would say that the person that Paul
entrusted the letter to was also
expected to learn it by heart and orate
it. All Scripture was designed to be an
oral event, supported by the written
scroll.

You'’ve said elsewhere that there are
patterns in biblical texts to help guide
storytellers. What are some examples
of these patterns?

These patterns were first pointed out
to me by Professor Kenneth Bailey.
He’s a popular evangelical who wrote
a book called Poet and Peasant. In
there he has a chapter on what are
called ring compositions. Sometimes
in academia they call it a “chiastic”
structure.

All of his different subcategories
can fit into a very simple pattern.
There are parallels and centres.
Almost all biblical stories fit into these
powerful, tightly crafted parallels that
move toward a centre. [In the gospel
of Luke] for example, Jesus’s words—
listen for the balance: “If you seek to
save your life, you will lose it. But if
you lose your life for my sake, you
will find it” Jesus was trained in how
to communicate with these powerful,
memorable balances.

It works at the micro level. It
also works on the level of the story.
Let me break down the story of the
Annunciation for you. You know how
it begins: the angel Gabriel was sent to
a virgin. When you get to the very end
of the story, the very last little phrase
is, “And the angel Gabriel departed”
Notice how the end resonates with
the beginning: departure, sending;
sending, departure. Almost all biblical
stories, the end resonates with the
beginning.

Then you take one more step into
the story of the Annunciation, and
what do you hear? The storyteller
tells us that Mary was engaged to a
man by the name of Joseph. If you
go near the end of the story, you hear
Mary say to the angel, “I am the Lord’s
bondservant” On the one hand, here
is a woman who is engaged to her
husband; on the other side of the
story, a womanss loyalty to Yahweh.

What do you get at the very centre
of the Annunciation story? The
centre is the angel Gabriel giving the
message to Mary: “You will conceive
[and] give birth to a son. You will
name him Jesus, and he will be great.
He will be called the Son of the Most
High God, and he will receive the
throne of his father David, and of his
kingdom there shall be no end.” That
too [“of his kingdom there shall be no
end”] is a perfect balance with “He
shall be great” Storytellers who are
attuned to this pattern will find it and
learn it by heart very quickly.

This was embedded in the text
for a very practical reason—so that
the storytellers, those who had to
learn the gospels by heart and take
them out through the hills of Judaea,
could learn it by a simple, predictable,
familiar pattern. That is another
example of how these patterns, with
training, can be seen in all biblical
stories and help the biblical storyteller
to learn it.

Bible readings are a central part of
modern worship services. Do you
see that as a continuation of the oral
storytelling tradition?

There is a long history beginning
with the early Christians, where Paul
says to them, “Devote yourself to the
public reading of Scripture” I think in
this day and age, we need to become
aware of the powerful witness of the

public reading of Scripture in church
Continued on p. 11
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Residents of Toronto home eye return after fatal fire

I
NEWS »

A Smoke-
damaged items
piled in the hall
during cleanup
after the fire

PHOTO: CONTRIBUTED

Sean Frankling
STAFF WRITER

As this story was going to press in early
February, the people displaced by a
December fire at an Anglican-affiliated
subsidized housing facility in Toronto were
expected to be able to return some time

in March, according to a church leader
involved in the project.

One visitor to the building at All Saints
Church-Community Centre died when
a fire tore through the building’s third
floor in the early morning of Dec. 13. Two
residents who were hospitalized due to
smoke inhalation were recovering well as
of press time, said All Saints’ incumbent
the Rev. Alison Falby, who also sits on the
board of the housing non-profit which
leases the building and land from the
diocese of Toronto. But other residents of
the building, which houses people who
have experienced homelessness, were still
displaced.

The fire was contained entirely within
one of the units on the third floor.
Concrete walls prevented it from spreading
despite being a particularly hot blaze, says
All Saints” housing support worker Sharon
Hinks. But the smoke blew throughout the
building, damaging units all the way up to
the sixth floor.

The building’s insurance will cover the
cost of the repairs, Falby told the Journal,
but many of the residents lost belongings—
in some cases, everything—due to smoke
damage. Mercifully, she said, a GoFundMe
online fundraising campaign raised
$57,000 for fire relief, about $30,000 of
which will go toward replacing clothes,

A The hallway

of the building’s
third floor is being
repaired after
smoke damage.
PHOTO: SEAN FRANKLING

beds, furniture and more.

“No one in the building has contents
insurance. When you don’t even have
enough money at the end of the month
to buy food—most people in the building
are on ODSP [Ontario Disability Support
Program]—you certainly aren’t going to
pay $10 a month for contents insurance,”
she said.

And in the midst of a nationwide crisis
both in housing and in services for street-
involved people, the fire left some residents
of the 11 units staying in temporary
accomodations in other buildings while
they waited for All Saints to repair the
building. As of Feb. 1, it was expected to
be some time in March, Falby said, before
theyd be able to move back in.

In a system strained to its limits, she
added, any loss of capacity can mean
residents fall a rung down the ladder
between housing and homelessness—only
one rung, if they’re lucky. Some have found
temporary apartments or spots in rooming
houses, but even finding a spot in a shelter
is considered lucky in the current housing
climate.

“One [resident] told me yesterday he
was living in a shelter and that it was worse
than prison. So happily, they’re not on the
street, but they are temporarily homeless
and they are suffering the effects,” she
said. “There are all these attendant social
determiners of health. People who live
in shelters—their health is affected by
the experience. It’s very destabilizing for
people”

When the Journal visited the building
on Jan 12, the unit where the fire had
broken out had been gutted down to the
cinder blocks along with much of the
third-floor hallway, which was sealed off
from the stairwell with plastic curtains
over the doors to contain the still-lingering
smell of smoke.

Trish Sommerfield lives on the fourth
floor. She described the way the smoke left
a black stain across her ceiling. “It looked
just like a dungeon,” she said.

Sommerfield and her friend were among
the dozens of residents who evacuated
the building the night of the fire, taking
a different staircase than usual when the
hallway was blocked by clouds of smoke.

The cause of the fire was still under
investigation by Toronto Fire Services and
the Toronto Police Service as of press time.

In the meantime, if readers want to
support All Saints, Falby said, they should
advocate for more supportive housing
and more affordable housing in their own
communities.

For Anglicans in particular, she said,
“I'd ask them to keep not just us, but these
residents in their prayers.” B

A Changing Church. A Searching World. A Faithful God.

'» Five transformational aspirations for our church

and renews
God’s creation:
protects and

FROM 2020 TO 2022, under the auspices of the Strategic Planning
Working Group, hundreds of Anglicans across Canada gathered
to share their hopes, dreams and visions for the future mission of
their national church. From these listening sessions emerged five
transformational aspirations. The aspirations have been explored
in many dioceses and national church ministries, and were found
to resonate with their own hopes and priorities. They have been
confirmed in draft form by the Council of General Synod, and will
be presented to General Synod this July in Calgary.
Each conversation in the process
began with Bible study. Similarly,
a Bible study accompanies each
transformational aspiration.
Six brief companion videos
have also been produced
by Anglican Video. These
resources are suited for
parishes, groups and
individuals to use as aids
for study and reflection—
perhaps as a weekly Lenten
series, or as a monthly discussion
focus, or as a way to help diocesan
delegates prepare for General Synod.
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national and global
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networks

BIBLE STUDY & VIDEO SERIES SUMMARY

1. Genesis offers an overview of the entire project, with the Bible study
based on The Journey to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35).

2 “Stewards and renews God’s creation: protects and sustains
the earth; pursues justice for all” comprises a Bible study on
Psalm 104 by Dr. Sylvia Keesmaat, Co-Chair of the Bishop’s
Committee on Creation Care for the Diocese of Toronto. With
companion video.

3. “Embraces mutual interdependence with the Indigenous
church (Sacred Circle)”: Looks at Indigenous relationships, with
corresponding Bible study focusing on Ephesians 4:1-32, prepared by
Archdeacon Val Kerr from the Diocese of Niagara.

4. “Nurtures right relationships among people of faith in local,
national and global communities and networks”: The Rev. Canon
Dr. Scott Sharman, Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations Animator,
has contributed a Bible study examining Romans 1:8-17.

5 “Champions the dignity of every human being; works to dismantle
racism and colonialism™: The Bible study focuses on John 2:13-17
(prepared by Pastor Steve Greene, Rector at Holy Trinity, Lucan,
Diocese of Huron).

6.  “Invites and deepens life in Christ” includes a capstone video and
profound reflection on our baptismal vows, with related texts from
the Gospel of Matthew and the Epistle to the Colossians by the
Primate, Archbishop Linda Nicholls.

All videos and Bible studies in the series are available for viewing and free download at:
www.anglican.ca/changingchurch
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The interior of St. John’s Anglican Church in Kinngait after the fire
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Nunavut Anglican church destroyed
In back-to-back church fires

Matthew Puddister
STAFF WRITER

Diocese of the Arctic Bishop
David Parsons has called the
destruction by fire of an Anglican
church in Kinngait, Nunavut “a
terrible loss” and demoralizing for
the diocese.

St. John's Anglican Church
burned down on Jan. 9 just three
days after another fire damaged
the Living Water Church in the
same community. Alexander
Pryor, the diocese’s executive
archdeacon, told the Journal the
diocese’s insurance company had
determined it a total loss, but
that the payout was still being
negotiated. The diocese had a
$950,000 policy on the structure,
but because building to code is
so expensive in the North, it will
cost more than that to replace the
church, he said.

“We're finding that the
maximum cost-per-square-foot
which insurance will pay is far
short of the actual cost to replace
a remote Northern church,
regardless of the value of the
policy;” he said.

Parsons described great
sadness within the Arctic diocese
after the loss of St. John’s. “Like
any fire, with any church, in
any community, that’s just a real

PHOTO: ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF THE ARCTIC

Exterior of St. John’s before the fire

kick in the head, almost,” he He urged Anglicans to “not
said. Parsons said the loss of a take for granted the houses of God
church is especially devastating in | in your own communities” and
northern communities. asked them to “pray that God will
“We hear of all the churches give us the wisdom to know what
closing in the south... If all the to do so that people step forward
congregants stop attending one and never, never, never quit.”
church, they may be going to The back-to-back fires leave
another;” he said. “There may be the nearby Full Gospel Church
other denominations or other as the only remaining church in
organizations in the town. [But Kinngait, formerly known as Cape
in the North] for the most part, Dorset. The Inuit hamlet has a
we're it population of 1,396 according to
The bishop said churches play 2021 census data.
a vital role in the community even As of Jan. 24, RCMP were
among those who do not attend conducting their own investigation
worship services. “Whenever into the fires at Living Water
something is needed for people’s Church and St. John's and had not
mental and social well-being, they | said whether they believed the
will call upon people that are in two church fires to be related or
the Christian community;” he said. | suspicious. B
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will not be printed until

existing inventory is sold.

The Anglican Church of Canada eStore is an accessible option for individuals and parishes X .
across Canada—including those in remote areas who are often ineligible for free shipping [g‘}} Anglican Churchof Cana.da eStore
offers advertised by most retailers. All purchases through the eStore support this 1-800-795-6661 or acc@gilmore.ca

(Mon-Fri excl. holidays, 8am-5pm Eastern)
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Primate affirms dignity of LGBTQ+ people after Church of England marriage report

Matthew Puddister

and Sean Frankling
STAFF WRITERS

Archbishop Linda Nicholls, primate

of the Anglican Church of Canada,
released a statement Jan. 20 affirming
the dignity of LGBTQ+ people and their
place in the church after a controversial
recommendation by Church of England
bishops on same-sex marriage.

The bishops’ recommendation, released
Jan. 20 but leaked to the media two days
earlier, is part of a study into human
sexuality called Living in Love and Faith
that took several years. It proposes that
Church of England clergy begin blessing i
unions of same-sex couples who are legally
married or joined in a civil union or
covenanted friendship, but stops short of
endorsing marriage services for same-sex
couples. As this story was going to print
in late January, the Church of England’s
General Synod was set to consider the
recommendation at their meeting Feb. 6-9.

Nicholls said.

PHOTO: NEIL TURNER/THE LAMBETH CONFERENCE
Many people found the Church of England
bishops’ report difficult to receive,

“We affirm the presence, dignity and gifts
of 2SLGBTQI+ members of our churches,”
Nicholls said. “We oppose homophobia,
transphobia and discriminatory practices

based on sexual identity
continue to listen togeth
of the Holy Spirit in disc

She added that while

difficult to receive.

Nicholls said. “Others ar

sex relationships.”

(GSFA), which claims to

the “clear and canonical

or orientation. We
er for the voice
ernment about

committed relationships.”

the bishops

indicated there must be further discussion,
many people found their recommendations

“Some are deeply disappointed that
the bishops have not supported marriage,”

e upset that any

change is being proposed to affirm same-

The latter group includes the Global
South Fellowship of Anglican Churches

represent 75 per

cent of Anglicans around the world.

In a Jan. 24 news release, the GSFA

said that if the General Synod of the
Church of England affirmed the bishops’
recommendations, it would be violating

teaching of

the Bible,” and that this would lead
to “impaired communion with many

provinces of the Anglican Communion.”

The discernment process over same-sex
relationships, Nicholls said, “is one very
familiar to the Anglican Church of Canada
and equally painful ... We have had
painful, divisive debates on the matter of
same-sex blessings and marriage and have
been unable to find agreement”

A vote to amend the marriage canon to
allow blessing of same-sex marriages did
not pass at the 2019 General Synod of the
Anglican Church of Canada. But Nicholls
noted some dioceses have made pastoral
provisions to bless same-sex committed
relationships or marriage.

The Canadian primate described the
Anglican Communion as a family where
decisions of one part affect the others and
asked people to pray “for our Anglican
family”?

“The news from the Church of England
will open painful wounds for many about
our discussion and our inability to discern
a way forward together,” Nicholls said. B
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Apostolic Succession:
An Experiment that Failed by
David W. T. Brattston Resource
Publications, an imprint of Wipf
and Stock Publishers, 2020.
This book is the first in
generations to examine writers
in the early church in order to
ascertain the original Christian
intent as to how early Christian
clergy were authorized, and the
methods of confirming them

early and modern Christianity have
been published internationally by
a wide variety of denominations,
including Anglican newspapers in

in church office. This book Canada.

demonstrates what was meant by May be ordered on the
the first writers who advocated publisher’s website here:
apostolic succession and how https://wipfandstock.

com/9781725264571/apostolic-
succession/

church authority would be
transmitted. Besides writings in
the first to third centuries AD, this
book draws on later material to
query the assertions made today
for bishops claiming apostolic
succession.

or on Amazon.com here:
https://www.amazon.com/
Apostolic-Succession-Experiment-
that-Failed/dp /1725264579

Orders may also be placed
directly with the publisher via
email to orders@wipfandstock.com
or phone at 541-344-1528

The author resides in Lunenburg,
Nova Scotia. His fourteen books
and over four hundred articles on

IS GOD CALLING YOU? IS GOD CALLING YOU?

Serving the Church
Serving Christ

The Brotherhood of
Saint Gregory

A community of Anglican The Sisters of Saint Gregory
men, lay and clergy, single
or married, who find their

lives enriched by fellowship,
prayer, and service to the

church, in many ministries.

welcome inquiries from
women who are seeking a
deepening call of devotion
in their spiritual journey. If
you feel drawn to a religious
life supported by like-minded
women who live in their own
homes and serve in their
own parishes, and would like
further information please
visit our website or email us
for a brochure at
stgsister@gmail.com
sistersofsaintgregory.org

For further information
about the Gregorian Way,
visit our web site
WWW.gregorians.org

Join us in the Daily Office
at dailyoffice.app

Soli Deo Gloria

SUBSCRIPTION CHANGES
Send old and new address (include ID number on label, if possible)
by email: circulation@national.anglican.ca;
or phone 416-924-9199 or 1-866-924-9192, ext. 245;
or by mail to Anglican Journal, 80 Hayden St., Toronto, ON M4Y 3G2.

The Bishop’s Plate: Further
Adventures of Bishop RF
Shepherd (1926-2012)

In this riveting second volume

of Bishop Shepherd’s remarkable
life experiences, we discover over
a dozen sermons spanning more
than four decades, a section on
the “Bishop’s Charge” from the
78th BC Synod, new “historical”
letters, stories contributed

by church wardens, and an
expanded autobiography. This
volume fills in many of the
blanks from his first book and
offers vital new insights into

the challenging world of Bishop
RF Shepherd as he made his
decades-long trek across Canada,

England and the States. This
new book can be ordered by
contacting his daughter Mary

or 514-487-0126

Shepherd, (editor and illustrator),
at marymathilda@hotmail.com,

DAY READING

Fine quality church pew cushions,
hassocks, and kneeling pads.
50 years experience. Free shipping.
www.pewcushions.com
1-620-662-0181

Gabriel, the Angel of Revelations is
communicator of divine revelation, and
Patron of Telecommunication Workers
and Messengers.

Use this QR
Code on your
smartphone to
access Gabriel.

Gabriel lights a 5 day votive candle in
your name and location of choice.

For more information visit www.vendalite.com/gabrielapp.html
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Home office: (226) 664-0350
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[ 101 Philippians 2:1-11
[ 102 Matthew 26:1-30
[ 103 Matthew 26:31-56
[ 104 Matthew 26:57-75
[ 105 Matthew 27:1-26
[ 106 Matthew 27:27-56
(107 Matthew 27:57-66
[ 108 1 Peter 3:8-4:6

[ 109 Matthew 28:1-15
[ 110 Isaiah 25:1-9

L1
Ll12
[ 113
[ 114
(115
(16
[117
(118
[ 119
[ 120

Acts 2:22-41
Psalm 16

1 Peter 1:1-12
John 20:19-31
Matthew 28:16-20
Acts 1:1-11

Psalm 116

2 Corinthians 4:1-15

1 Peter 1:13-25
Luke 24:13-35

[ 121 Luke 24:36-53
[ 122 Daniel 12

[ 123 Revelation 10
[ 124 Isaiah 52:1-12
[ 125 Mark 16:9-20
[ 126 1 Peter 2:1-12
[]127 1 Peter 2:13-25
[ 128 Acts2:42-47

[ 129 John 10:1-10
[ 130 Ezekiel 34:1-19

SOURCE: CANADIAN BIBLE SOCIETY. USED WITH PERMISSION.
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‘You can’t just ... inject emotion into a Bible text and expect people to lean in’

Continued from p. 7

history and deepen that commitment.

I suspect there are lots of reasons
why the Scriptures register as the dullest
moment in the service. If I allow my cynical
side to come out, I would say it’s because
the Bible is dangerous. It is because the
Bible seeks to transform the heart and grip
our loyalties that we want to create surface
readings and never go deep. It’s just too

dangerous.

How significant is the delivery of the person
who’s doing the Bible reading?

EDUCATION DIRECTORY

I can tell you that it’s a long journey that one
must take. You can't just get up and inject
emotion into a Bible text and expect people
to lean in. People might be entertained. It
might pique their interest. But just injecting
emotion into a Bible reading is not what's
required. It requires sitting with the text
for a long time, entering it more and more
deeply, and having it change your own heart
so that you're speaking heart to heart. You're
not speaking off the top of your head. Youre
speaking from the bottom of your heart,
and that takes preparation.

To be an authentic biblical storyteller or

reader, you have to wrestle with your ego.
You have to learn to be intellectually and
emotionally honest with yourself. It has tak-
en me 10 years to strip off all the bells and
whistles and the hyped emotion and learn
to look at people full in the face, grounded
in my heart, and tell the story as I have
witnessed it. That's the big difference. I con-
sider myself a witness. I'm not a dramatist.
When I learn a story, I witness the people,
their actions, and I pay attention to how I'm
reacting to this as a witness of these events.
Then when I go to the congregation, I don’t
try to theatricalize it or dramatize it. I speak

to them as a witness—what I've seen, what
I've heard, and how I feel about it.

In my early days when I was more
dramatic, [people] might say to me, “How
could you learn all that?” When I hear
that, I know that I've failed, because it’s
not a display of how I've memorized this.
Now the best response is, “Wow, God’s
alive” They're really beginning to see into
my heart now, and it’s the heart of the
storyteller. That's the only thing that’s going
to give glory to the living God, and bring
the people of God and the presence of God
together. W

THE CENTRE FOR CHRISTIAN
STUDIES Based in Winnipeg but
with students from across Canada, the
CENTRE FOR CHRISTIAN STUDIES
specializes in deacon formation as well
as life-long learning for both clergy and
lay people. Our Anglican Certificate
in Diaconal Ministry program includes
the online “Ministering by Word and
Example” course on what it means to
be a deacon in the Anglican tradition.
Our two-week “Learning on Purpose”
intensive is an opportunity to discern
God’s call while being introduced to
new ideas of theology, biblical studies,
pastoral care, social justice, and
worship, and to develop leadership
skills of planning, group facilitation, and
dealing with conflict. Our online and
in-person theme learning circles are an
opportunity to dive deep into topics
such as Relationships, Eco-Justice,
Grief and Loss, and Living Scripture in
a supportive and creative community
of learners. The CENTRE FOR
CHRISTAN STUDIES' approach to
education is collaborative, participatory,
and transformative. Learn more.

Email info@ccsonline.ca

Telephone 1-866-780-8887

Visit our website ccsonline.ca

ATLANTIC SCHOOL OF
THEOLOGY Leaders come in many
forms. Atlantic School of Theology
helps develop post-graduate students
for ministry, as well as for meeting the
theological and ethical challenges of
today’s world. AST is an ecumenical
school of theology and Christian ministry,
founded in 1971 by institutions of the
three founding parties: the Anglican
Church of Canada, The Roman Catholic
Episcopal Corporation of Halifax, and
the United Church of Canada.

The School is accredited by the
Association of Theological Schools
in the United States and Canada and
offers Master of Divinity and Master of
Avrts (Theology and Religious Studies)
degrees. The Master of Arts (Theology
and Religious Studies) degree is
offered in conjunction with Saint Mary’s
University. The Master of Divinity degree
can be campus based for those who live
in Halifax or done by distance for those
who cannot relocate. AST offers courses
on campus and online. Our Summer
Distance degree combines a ministry
practicum with online academic study in
the fall and winter and students come to
campus for courses in the summer. AST
has recently launched Anglican version of
our Summer Distance degree, which can
be customized in accordance with the
needs of a particular diocese.

AST offers a graduate Certificate
in Theological studies as well as
the Diploma program in the New
Evangelization and the Diploma in
Theological Studies.

Shaped by a tradition of cooperation
and respect, going back over 40 years,
AST strives to create an open and
welcoming environment. AST serves
Christ's mission by shaping effective and
faithful ordained and lay leaders and
understanding among communities of
faith.

Contact: Lydia Hood
lydia.hood@astheology.ns.ca
902-430-7580

COLLEGE OF EMMANUEL
AND ST. CHAD

Founded in 1879 as the first university
in northwestern Canada, Emmanuel
& St. Chad offers a challenging
theological curriculum focused on
Anglican foundations, depth of Bible
study, and solid community formation
for strong congregational leadership
in a changing world. Be part of the
only ecumenical theological school in
Canada where Anglicans, Lutherans
and United Church partners study and
worship together on the same campus.
Degrees offered: BTh., LTh., STM,,
MT.S., M.Div., and D.Min.

Principal: Rev. Dr. lain Luke

Contact:

Lisa Mclnnis, Registrar

1121 College Drive

Saskatoon SK S7N oW3

Phone: 306.975.3753

E-mail:

esc.registrar@
saskatoontheologicalunion.ca
www.emmanuelstchad.ca

HURON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
Explore questions of faith and intellect
at one of Canada’s oldest and most
prestigious theological schools. As

the founding college of Western
University, since 1863, Huron University
College has established a legacy of
excellence in leadership. Our Anglican
University’s rich history is supported by
world-renowned faculty and a global
alumni network that includes significant
influencers in every sector.

Huron offers undergraduate students
a Liberal Arts education that has been
transformed to meet the complex
demands of contemporary society.

We are dedicated to cultivating every
student’s ethical foundation and their
commitment to work for a more
hopeful, sustainable, and equitable
world.

Huron'’s Faculty of Theology
prepares its students for responsive and
resilient leadership in all our program
options. Earn your BA in Religion
& Theology, or combine courses or
a minor with other areas of study.
Prepare for a vocation in ministry, law,
academics, or public service with our
professional (MDiv and MTS) and
graduate (MA Theology) degree
programs, or with Huron’s LTh program
and Continuing Education offerings.

In any program, you will always be
supported by caring faculty and staff as
well as one of the most robust financial
aid programs in the country.

To arrange a visit, and for more
information on how you will benefit
from a transformative education
that empowers for tomorrow, while
respecting yesterday’s traditions, please
contact us at:

Email: huron@uwo.ca
theology@huron.uwo.ca
Telephone: (519) 438-7224
Website: www.huronatwestern.ca

MONTREAL DIOCESAN
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE is a
creative learning community rooted

in the Anglican tradition, helping
students to grow in spiritual maturity
and exercise leadership in the church
and world. The college is affiliated with
McGill University, and is a member

of the ecumenical Montreal School

of Theology.Our programs include
Bachelor of Theology, Master of
Divinity, Diploma in Ministry, and
Master of Sacred Theology. We also
offer distance-education options such
as the Licentiate in Theology program
which prepares students for ministry in
local contexts across Canada. We are
located in downtown Montreal and have
students from across the country and
globe. For information, please contact:
The Rev. Dr. Jesse Zink, Principal, 3475
University St., Montreal, Quebec H3A
2A8. (514) 849-3004 x222.
info@montrealdio.ca.
www.montrealdio.ca.

SAINT PAUL UNIVERSITY

Faculty of Theology

Do you want to be an effective pastoral
leader? Would you like to deepen your
understanding of your faith and discover
fresh ways of bringing it to bear on

the questions and challenges of life?
The Faculty of Theology at Saint Paul
University has been preparing Anglicans
for professional ministry for over forty
years. Students pursue practical ministry
experience in the Anglican tradition

in a rich ecumenical and bilingual
educational context, beautifully situated
in the national capital region. The
Faculty of Theology offers a variety of
programs at the bachelor, master, and
doctoral level.

For more information, please contact
Dr. Sarah Kathleen Johnson at

Saint Paul University, 223 Main Street,
Ottawa, ON K15 1C4
sarah.kathleen.johnson@ustpaul.ca

or visit our website at www.ustpaul.ca

QUEEN’S COLLEGE FACULTY
OF THEOLOGY
Though Queen’s College has been
preparing people for varieties of
ministry opportunities since 1841, we
are acutely aware of the changing
needs of the world today and are
envisioning a new way to be church
as we move into the future. We offer
full time and part time programs for
those preparing for ordained and
non-ordained ministries in the Church
and community. We have on-campus,
on-line, hybrid and correspondence
courses that help students complete
M.Div., MTS, M. Th, B. Th., Associate,
Diploma and Certificate programs.
We collaborate and partner with
other faith groups to strengthen our
programs and the learning experience.
Our programs include and foster
theological education, pastoral training
and supervision, spiritual development,
participation in faith-based learning
community, and a vibrant chapel life.
Queen’s is situated on the campus of
Memorial University in St. John’s, NL.
For more information about our
programs contact The Provost,
Queen’s College Faculty of Theology,
210 Prince Philip Drive, St. John’s, NL
A1B 3R6.queens@mun.ca,
www.queenscollegenl.ca
(709) 753-0116,
Toll free (877) 753-0116.

RENISON UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE is located in the thriving
city of Waterloo and affiliated with
the University of Waterloo. Rooted

in Anglican tradition, our students
experience an unparalleled level of
support via our Chaplains, and our safe
and inclusive residence community for
Renison students. Explore your faith
with our lay ministry courses through
the Renison Institute of Ministry or
prepare to help others with our Social
Development Studies, Bachelor of
Social Work, and Master of Social
Work programs.

Website: www.uwaterloo.ca/renison
Email: renison@uwaterloo.ca.

THORNELOE UNIVERSITY

is an innovative Anglican college in
Sudbury, Ontario offering creative
programs in Theology. Largely through
distance education, the School

of Theology offers courses at the
certificate and diploma levels, as well
as a Bachelor of Theology. Thorneloe
University has 58 single rooms in its
community focused residence, which is
open to students at Laurentian.

For more information, please contact
the President of Thorneloe University
at: president@thorneloe.ca

Website: www.thorneloe.ca

TRINITY COLLEGE Shaped by
the generous breadth of the Anglican
tradition, Trinity prepares Christian
leaders of varied backgrounds to
participate in God’s mission to the
world. The college offers professional
and graduate level programs focused
on preparing students to engage with
the needs of contemporary society
and to contribute to the future of
God's church. The Faculty of Divinity
enjoys particular expertise in historical
and contemporary forms of liturgy,
church history, contemporary ethics
and theology, Anglican and Eastern
Orthodox studies, philosophy of
religion, and congregational studies.
In ecumenical collaboration within
the Toronto School of Theology and
in federation with the University of
Toronto, the Faculty of Divinity offers
the following degree programs: MDiv,
MTS, MA, ThM, DMin and PhD.
Short-course Certificate programs
are available, with concentrations that
include Anglican Studies, Orthodox
Studies, and Diaconal Ministry.

For more information please contact:
Faculty of Divinity, Trinity College,

6 Hoskin Avenue, Toronto ON

MsS 1H8 (416) 978-2133
divinity@trinity.utoronto.ca
www.trinity.utoronto.ca/study-theology

VANCOUVER SCHOOL OF
THEOLOGY is called to educate and
form thoughtful, engaged and generous
disciples of Jesus Christ for service to
the church and the world in the 21st
century. A theological education at
VST combines the love of scholarship,
courage to take up the issues of our
time and readiness to collaborate with
our local and global neighbours for the
good of God’s world.

VST strives to cultivate a community
where hospitality, generosity and
imagination infuse our common life.
Our graduates are thoughtful people,
reflective about how to interact with the
large challenges of our time on the basis
of the deep resource of faith. They
don't rush to thin relevance, but linger
with scripture, tradition and scholarship
to expand our common imaginative
repertoire. Our students learn together
with and from our Indigenous partners
and those of other faith traditions.

To learn more and to register for your
course of study at VST, please contact
Samuel Andri at sandri@vst.edu

WYCLIFFE COLLEGE, at the
University of Toronto is an evangelical
Anglican community of learning within
the Toronto School of Theology
offering both masters level and
advanced degree programs. Our
programs are designed to challenge,
encourage, and equip students from
many denominations to live out their
faith and provide leadership as either
ordained or lay leaders in their church
and wider communities. Programs

of special interest to the Anglican
community include the Master of
Divinity (MDIV) and the Master of
Theological Studies in Development
(MTSD). The flexibility of part time
study and online learning in the masters
programs provides accessibility.
Financial support in all programs is
available. Visit us at
www.wycliffecollege.ca or telephone
(416) 946-3535 for further information.
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Mural of the Annunciation from the Episcopal Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in Port-au-Prince, which was heavily damaged in the 2010 Haiti earthquake.
PHOTO: THE REV. ROSLYN MACGREGOR, 2003

Pour your grace into our hearts, O Lord, that we
G' . t s who have known the incarnation of your Son Jesus
].V].ng Christ, announced by an angel to the Virgin Mary,
may by his cross and passion be brought to the

with Grace glory of his resurrection; who lives and reigns with

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
@ The Anglican Church of Canada and for ever. Amen. —Book of Alternative Services
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