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An Ontario priest who opened 
up to his congregation last winter 
about his past struggles with 
alcoholism and depression says 
clergy might be more effective if 
they worry less about trying to 
seem flawless. 

“We need to talk about our 
struggles,” says the Rev. Matthew 
Martin, priest at Holy Trinity 
Anglican Church in Lucan, Ont., 
diocese of Huron. “If we do have 
something that we’ve been able to 
go through and overcome, then we 
need to be able to share that and 
not worry so much that we don’t 
portray an image of perfection.”

Many people—especially, 
perhaps, since a CBC profile last 
November—know Martin for his 
impersonations of Elvis Presley  , 
replete with sequined jumpsuit and 
pompadour.

But Martin reportedly left many 
in his congregation in tears after 
preaching a sermon Feb. 18, 2018, 
in which he related how he had 
found new life in faith, and a call 
to the priesthood, after many years 
of living in a “tomb” of alcohol 
addiction and despair.

Martin tried his first beer as 
a nervous and insecure teenager, 
he says in the sermon, (which 
can be viewed on Holy Trinity’s 
website at www.holytrinitylucan.
net/sermons--songs.html). From 
his first encounter with it, alcohol 
seemed like a “magic bullet” that 
could remove his social anxiety 
and make him the life of any 
party. But it soon became a self-
reinforcing habit that took an 
increasing toll on him, he says.

“It didn’t take long before the 
gun was pointing inwards, and the 
magic bullet that took the form of 

Joelle Kidd
staff writer

In the darkened athletics facility, crowds of 
teens filled bleachers and gathered before 
the stage, swaying, singing, jumping, and 
even doing the Macarena dance as the 
band played. Colourful flashing lights and 
lasers lit up the room. The music was inter-
spersed with readings of Scripture, prayers 
and a drama team’s short pieces, ranging 
from a superhero parody to a powerful 
personal reflection on living with chronic 
illness. 

It was a typical evening at the Canadian 
Lutheran Anglican Youth (CLAY) gath-
ering, a biennial event that this year drew 
almost 800 people—515 of them youth 
aged 14-19—to the campus of Lakehead 
University in Thunder Bay, Ont., August 
15-19. 

The gathering was packed with activi-
ties, including the launch of a new two-
year project for Lutheran and Anglican 
youth—an initiative addressing housing 
and homelessness—and the second-larg-
est-ever enactment of the KAIROS blanket 
exercise (a tool for teaching Indigenous 
Canadian history).

But for many who attended, the high-
light of the week was simply being with 
other young people in worship.
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Shortly before it concluded its business, the 
ninth Indigenous Anglican Sacred Circle, 
which met in Prince George, B.C., August 
6-11, offered suggestions, questions and 
concerns to the Anglican Council of Indige-
nous Peoples (ACIP) on issues including the 
marriage canon, the governance of a self- 
determining Indigenous church, mining 
and climate change, missing and murdered 
Indigenous women and the opioid crisis.

Indigenous church 
takes shape

Lutheran, Anglican youth 
connect at CLAY 

See Sacred Circle, p. 7

See CLAY youth learn,  p. 8
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5Singer-
songwriter Shy-
Anne Hovorka 
performs her 
song “Only the 
River Knows,” 
at the Canadian 
Lutheran 
Anglican (CLAY) 
gathering held 
in Thunder Bay, 
Ont., August 
15-19.  
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5The Rev. 
Manasee Ulayuk, 
diocese of the 
Arctic 
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PWRDF provides $5,000 for 
wildfire-ravaged B.C. town
Money to aid Telegraph Creek, reported to have lost at least 27  
of its buildings to fire in August. See p. 7.

Clergy should show their wounds, says priest 
who opened up about past alcoholism

fire rages on a mountainside in british columbia, august 2018. photo: shawn talbot/shutterstock
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5“We need to talk about 
our struggles,” says the Rev. 
Matthew Martin.

Sacred Circle voices concerns on 
marriage canon, governance as it 
looks forward to self-determination
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PRAYER4 Joelle Kidd
staff writer

In the gospels, when Jesus’ disciples 
asked him to “teach us to pray,” he 
responded with the Lord’s Prayer. For 
centuries, Christians have used this 
passage as a guide for talking to God. 
Yet most would probably agree there’s 
more to prayer than words—there’s 
also a physical aspect that has taken 
many forms over the ages.

Anglicans, for example, may have 
certain preferred physical positions—
kneeling, perhaps folding their hands 
or closing their eyes—or they may 
like to use aids, such as candles or 
prayer beads.

“Using tools in prayer helps us 
engage our entire beings,” says the 
Rev. Kara Mandryk. “A lot of times, 
at least the way I grew up, prayer is 
either in your head or in your mouth. 
But once prayer is in your body, you 
engage with God in a different way.”

Mandryk is the co-ordinator of 
Henry Budd College for Ministry in 
The Pas, Man., diocese of Brandon. 
Formerly, she was an associate 
professor for worship and Christian 
spirituality at Providence University 
College and Theological Seminary 
in Otterburne, Man., where she 
taught a class on the rituals of prayer 

to students from across different 
Christian traditions.

“The way we hold our bodies 
is very reflective of what’s going 
on inside of us,” says Mandryk. In 
Scripture, she says, there are many 
examples of different physical 
positions of prayer—standing, 
kneeling, prostrate, arms upraised. 
In her class, Mandryk says, she 
encouraged her students to repeat 
a simple prayer, like the ancient 
Orthodox Jesus Prayer—“Lord Jesus 
Christ, son of God, have mercy on 
me, a sinner”—while moving through 
various positions, making note of 
how they connected with the words in 
each physical position.

Other types of “embodied prayer” 
use small tools that help people to 
engage physically with prayer, like 
rosaries or finger labyrinths, says 
Mandryk. “For those of us who are 
very kinesthetic and fidgety, it just 
helps us focus,” she says. People have 
different approaches to learning and 
understanding, she notes, and “there’s 
no reason why that shouldn’t translate 
into how we meet and commune with 
God.”

Look around you
The many rituals and types of 
prayer Mandryk has taught over 
the years include saying the rosary, 
centering prayer and even praying 
through drawing. In an exercise 
drawn from the book Praying in 
Color by Sybil MacBeth, Mandryk 
had her students write someone’s 
name and, as they prayed, add 
“shapes and patterns and colours—
almost like prayer doodles.”

Similarly, Mandryk finds 
walking while praying a good 
tool for intercessory prayer, or 
praying for others. “Walk around 
the community and use the 
physical world around you as your 
intentions for prayer: what you see, 
what God opens your eyes to,” she 
says. 

Aids to prayer, Mandryk says, 
don’t have to be artificial. “The 
tools can be the world around you, 
the natural world.”

For those who want to explore 
new ways to pray, Mandryk 
suggests looking into writing on 
the subject. “There are so many 
books written on ancient traditions 

or contemplative traditions, using 
language that might be more 
accessible to people” that can 
introduce new forms of prayer, she 
says, though she cautions against 
co-opting a ritual from another 
tradition “without understanding 
it.”

She says people should also 
recognize that not every type of 
prayer will fit everyone’s personality 
or learning style. Spiritual disciplines 
require work and may not feel natural 
the first time. However, she says, don’t 
worry if something doesn’t work for 
you.

“I grew up with, ‘Read your Bible, 
pray every day and you’ll grow, grow, 
grow,’ which is absolutely true. But 
how do we read our Bible? How 
do we pray every day? How can we 
engage each other, our environment, 
our bodies?” asks Mandryk.

“Experimenting in prayer can 
be a lifelong pursuit. There’s just so 
much depth there.” g

5Aids to 
prayer don’t 
have to be 
artificial. “The 
tools can be the 
world around 
you, the natural 
world,” says 
the Rev. Kara 
Mandryk. 
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Incarnating prayer 
Engaging your body and the world for a richer spiritual life
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There’s hardly a limit to the  
   objects you can use to help you  
      pray. Here’s a sampling to get  
        you started.

Joelle Kidd
staff writer

The rosary  
Sr. Sarah Jean Thompson of the Sisterhood of Saint 
John the Divine (SSJD), an Anglican monastic com-
munity in Toronto, regularly teaches workshops on 
how to make and use Anglican rosaries. She sees the 
rosary as a way to aid focus while praying. “People 
often find that their minds wander during prayer,” 
says Thompson. “Sort of like popcorn. Like: ‘I wonder 
what I’m going to have for dinner?’ or ‘I need to make 
that phone call’ or ‘Is my kid OK at school?’ ” Having 
physical items to count and move through one’s fin-
gers focuses the mind, she says.

Thompson has long been interested in prayer 
beads. “When I was seven years old, my six-year-old 
neighbour had her first communion,” she remembers. 
“She was Roman Catholic and I was Protestant. She 
got gifts, got to dress up pretty and have a big party, 
and I was so jealous! And the thing that most interest-
ed me was her rosary.”

When she entered SSJD more than 40 years ago, 
Thompson asked for a rosary and began to read up 
on using prayer beads. She began by using the Marian 
(Roman Catholic) rosary, with an adapted set of 
prayers and meditations based on English theologian 
Austin Farrer’s book, Lord, I Believe. 

Over time, she discovered and learned to make 
different types of rosaries, including the Orthodox 
prayer rope—which is made with 33, 50 or 100 
knots—and an Anglican rosary developed by a parish 
prayer group in Texas.

Designed in the 1980s, the Anglican rosary 
features 33 beads, representing the age of Christ. It 
begins with a cross, then a large “invitatory” bead, 
followed by sets of seven small beads interspersed 
with four larger beads. The larger beads are called 
“cruciform” (if you draw lines between the two sets, 
they form a cross), while the smaller are “weekly,” 
representing the seven days in a week. Prayers can be 
assigned to each bead, as the one who prays moves 
around the rosary to the right.

The practice of counting something physical 
while praying goes back to antiquity, and is not only 
a Christian practice, Sarah Jean is quick to note. 
Buddhism, Hinduism and Islam all have a version of 
prayer beads.

Sarah Jean says she does not pray with a rosary 
these days, but she has seen interest continue to grow 
in the Anglican church. “They are really popular 
here,” she says, adding that she once brought 100 to 
sell at General Synod and found herself making even 
more as they sold out.

The rosaries can be made with different colourful 
beads or even crystals—though Thompson prefers 
knotted rosaries or simple wooden beads. “If it looks 
like jewellery, I get distracted,” she says.

In the notes for the workshops that she runs on 
using prayer beads, Thompson writes that “the beauty 
of the Anglican rosary is its flexibility.” Many prayers 
have been written for the purpose of the rosary, but 
people should feel free to assign or write their own, 
she says. One common use for the Anglican rosary is 
praying the offices, or daily prayers of the church. 

“Over time, you will find the form of the prayer 
will be less significant,” and the experience of entering 
into a silent moment after prayer becomes more pro-
found, she writes in her workshop notes. “The rosary 
is only a tool to enter into that silence.”

Prayer shawls
Many Anglican congregations in Canada have prayer 
shawl ministries. Started in 1998 by Janet Bristow and 
Victoria Galo, two American seminary graduates, 
ministry involving prayer shawls is meant to reflect 
the “unconditional embrace of a sheltering, 
mothering God,” according to Bristow’s and 
Galo’s website (www.shawlministry.com). 
The knitter (or crocheter) begins with a 
prayer of blessing and may continue 
to pray throughout the creation 
of the shawl. When the shawl is 
completed, a prayer of blessing 
is prayed over it. The shawls are 
often given to someone in need of 
comfort. 

5Having a 
physical item to 
count and move 
through one’s 
fingers focuses 
the mind, says 
Sr. Sarah Jean 
Thompson, 
a member of 
the monastic 
community of 
the Sisterhood 
of Saint John 
the Divine, 
Toronto. 
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Prayer boxes
Some religious traditions feature some form of box where prayers can be 
stored physically. This practice is common in Judaism, wherein tefillin or phy-
lacteries, small boxes containing verses from the Torah, are worn on the head 
and left arm during prayers, as an expression of Deuteronomy 11:18 (“Fix 
these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your 
hands and bind them on your foreheads”). Writing down prayers and keeping 
them in a small box is a way both to externalize prayers and to keep a record 
of prayer requests and expressions of gratitude to look back on.

Prayer journals
Prayer journals are also popular. Like a prayer box, a 
journal holds a written record of prayers to return to 
and reread. The journal format also allows for longer 
prayers, letters to God or the working through of 
emotions, and all these thoughts and prayers can be 
collected in one place.

Prayer stones
Small stones can be carried or placed somewhere 
noticeable to serve as reminders to pray. Many 
versions of prayer stones are commercially 
available, often decorated with inspirational 
messages, images or Bible verses. While any small 
object can serve as a prayer reminder, stones have 
added symbolism, recalling biblical metaphors for 
God as a rock.

Sand trays
Sand trays are often used therapeutically. Sand has a 
calming texture, and you can use it to work through 
your feelings by drawing on it, writing on it or 
moulding it. Sand trays can also be useful tools to 
express prayer. Simple drawings and words can be 
traced in the sand, or you can comb the sand or run 
it through your fingers as a meditation tool.

Finger labyrinths
Labyrinths have been used for centuries for 

meditative prayer. A labyrinth is made up of a 
single winding path that leads to its centre, 
typically in a garden or other secluded area 
where it can be walked in peace. While a full-
scale labyrinth may not be easily accessible to 
everyone, finger labyrinths provide the same 
focus and movement, in miniature. Typically 

carved from wood, they feature a raised path 
you can trace with your finger while you pray.

images (from top left): maren winter, pj aun, david cohen, graffdas, pupes, cafe racer, 
ecoasis/shutterstock
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any variety of alcohol was tearing away at 
my soul,” he says. “I was miserable, I was 
depressed, I was lonely and anxious, and 
the more depressed I felt, the more I would 
drink.”

Alcohol addiction eventually led him to 
absolute despair. “At one point I remember 
my desire to escape everything and everyone 
was so powerful that I found myself hanging 
out the window of an apartment building,” 
he adds. “Thankfully, a cop and common 
sense prevailed that night.”

Eventually, he ended up in a hospital 
room with a chair and table bolted to the 
floor. It was there, Martin says, that he 
experienced an Easter of resurrection. He 
prayed, and as he did so he felt confident of 
the gospel promise of new life. 

“God’s grace washed over me,” he says 
in his sermon. “When I was finally given 
the all-clear to go home, I stood up and I 
looked at that steel table bolted to the floor 
and somehow I understood that I wasn’t 

photo: amanda jackman

The Rev. Matthew Martin with a 
young parishioner
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although he had already begun reading 
and studying the Bible, he says, it was from 
that moment that he felt with certainty he 
was called to be a priest.

A number of considerations, Martin 
says, drove him to speak openly about his 
experiences in his Lenten sermon. Two 
events within the previous week and a 
half had clearly shown an intense need in 
the community for help with addictions: 
in that time alone, he received a call from 
someone who had come close to suicide as 
a result of an addiction, and addiction had 
caused the death of someone in Lucan.

He also found he was becoming 
increasingly uncomfortable with the 
notion of the priest as perfect.

“If you walk into most Anglican 
churches, there’s polished brass, we have 
our robes neatly pressed, we have our 
chasubles and our stoles, the stained 
glass—all of these things project an image 
to those people who sit in the pews,” he 
says. “And the priests can sometimes 

be viewed as deities—they’re the people 
who’ve got everything together. Yet it’s just 
not true.

 “Too often, the people sitting in the 
pews can feel like failures and they don’t 
realize we’re all struggling,” he says. “We 
struggle with faith questions, we struggle 
with questions of prayer, we struggle with, 
‘Has God left us? Are we alone?’ ”

It’s possible that priests could help people 
more with their inner struggles if they open 
up more about their own, Martin says.

“When we’re able to share ourselves…
then we’re leading with love, and I think 
that’s when people recognize we’re in this 
together. And I think that’s what Jesus was 
all about.”

Martin says many of his parishioners 
were deeply moved by and appreciative of 
his sermon that day. Since he gave it, he says, 
he has been approached by people with their 
own stories of struggle, and he hopes their 
talking about these struggles will help them 
heal. g

Joelle Kidd
staff writer

It’s difficult to know what someone 
is experiencing when they walk into 
your church, says Tasha Carrothers. 

“They come and they may or 
may not stay, you don’t know 

why,” she says. “Even with new-
comers, we don’t pull them aside 

three months in and say, ‘What 
was your experience like when 

you first came here? What was it that 
enticed you to stick around?’ ”

Carrothers is the missioner for 
parish development in the diocese of 
New Westminster. As facilitator of a 
team of consultants engaged by the 

diocese, she helps parishes under-
stand how to better welcome new-

comers to their churches. Now, with a 
program she recently launched in the 
diocese, a small group of incognito 
visitors are helping to do just that.

The idea of “mystery worshippers” 
was popularized by British website 
Ship of Fools, which publishes reports 
about churches across denomina-
tions all over the globe. The model is 
simple, based on that of a restaurant 
reviewer or “secret shopper.” The mys-
tery worshipper attends a church as a 
visitor and reports back on how they 
enjoyed the service, whether they 
felt welcomed, whether the church 
was easy to find—details that regular 
parishioners take for granted.

There are some things that can 
make a visitor feel awkward or 
uncomfortable that regular church 
attendees may not be aware of. Car-
rothers points out common prob-
lems—churches with large, decorative 
front doors, where everyone uses the 
side entrance; announcements so full 
of insider language as to be incom-
prehensible for first-timers; 
close-knit communities that 
inadvertently cause a visitor 
to feel like an outsider.

New Westminster par-
ishes that want to identify 
and address these issues 
can now request a mystery 
worshipper. Carrothers sends 
someone only if the service is 
requested, but doesn’t specify 
when the visitor will be com-
ing—“so that by the time this 
person shows up, [people 
are] no longer on their best 
behaviour,”  she laughs.

After submitting feed-
back, the mystery worshipper attends 
a parish council meeting for a ques-
tion-and-answer session.

“If you just get a form evaluating 
you, it can be kind of depressing,” says 
Carrothers. In a personal meeting, 
“there’s a chance to nuance the whole 
experience and really affirm what 
went well, so that it’s a good experi-
ence for everyone.”

Mystery worshipper Tracy Tobin 
says it was a “fantastic experience,” 
and one that she hopes to be able to 
do again. A longtime Anglican, Tobin 
is currently pursuing ordination as a 
deacon.

Tobin visited St. Laurence Angli-
can Church in Coquitlam, B.C. when 
the rector, the Rev. Eric Mason, was 

“fairly new” to the parish. 
While Mason had expe-
rienced the congregation 
as friendly and welcom-
ing, he wanted to see his 
church through the eyes 
of a visitor. “We don’t 
hear the voice of some-
body who is a genuine 
stranger,” he says. 

Tobin enjoyed the 
service and liturgy at St. 
Laurence and said her 
criticisms were “easy to 
fix.” 

Two mystery wor-
shippers sent out so far 

reported that they were not invited to 
join coffee hour following the service, 
Carrothers says. After waiting for 
15 minutes, Tobin says, she struck 
up a conversation about the bulletin 
and was invited to coffee, but found 
herself with no one to talk to.

“Inevitably, it’s weird,” Mason says 
of the process, “because it’s like some-
body coming into your home and 

telling you they don’t like the furni-
ture.” However, he says, Tobin’s notes 
reinforced some of the conversations 
parishioners had already been having 
around hospitality. Of the changes 
she identified, he says, “we had ears 
to hear them because we were already 
asking the question.”

Tobin also found that visiting a 
new church helped her realize what 
could seem unwelcoming in her own 
parish. “I really instantly changed 
my approach,” she says. When she 
went back the following Sunday, 
she says, she became more aware of 
visitors and how to make them feel 
more comfortable. “It just opened up 
my brain to, ‘What are we missing? 
How can we address it? What can we 
do differently?’ It was an invaluable 
experience.”

Carrothers says the response so far 
has been positive, with both parishes 
that participated indicating they 
would like to do it again.

When asked what was the most 
valuable take-away from the experi-
ence, Mason reflects, “We need the 
stranger to help us know ourselves 
better.” 

Tobin encourages everyone to also 
become that stranger. “One Sunday, 
go visit another church that will have 
no idea who you are,” she advises. 
“It’ll change how you see your own 
space.” g
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Ontario priest walked brink of despair before Easter of new life
Continued from p. 1

‘Mystery worshippers’ see church through a visitor’s eyes

coming back.”
Since that moment, Martin says in an 

interview, he has not touched alcohol. And 

How friendly is your church?PARISH 
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        Inevitably, 
it’s weird, 
because it’s 
like somebody 
coming into 
your home and 
telling you they 
don’t like the 
furniture.
—The Rev. Eric Mason,

St. Laurence  
Anglican Church,  

Coquitlam, B.C.
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LETTERS

Fred Hiltz
primate

I AM WRITING this column from 
a cottage near lovely La Malbaie in 
Quebec, where I was delighted to 

preside and preach on Sunday, August 
26. From the deck there is a magnificent 
view of the mighty St. Lawrence River. As 
I sit and watch the river, I am intrigued 
by the many colours that accompany the 
patterns in the currents and in the rising 
and receding of the tide. Last night the 
full moon cast shimmers of gold from one 
shore across to the other. This morning the 
river is shrouded in fog. From “up along,” 
I hear the sound of a fog horn. Today’s 
forecast includes a few showers.

I enjoy watching the river traffic. There 
are tankers, container ships and sturdy 
tug boats hauling heavily laden barges. 
There are lots of sailboats, too. How I 
would like to be on one of them! In the 
wind there is a scent of sea air and a taste 
of salt. I feel so at home here by the water. 
Lynne (my wife) is with me and our  
beautiful Dory Belle (our six-month-old 
black Labrador Retriever). I am actually 
beginning to relax and feel refreshed in 

River and rain
lots and lots of rain, to fall over the moun-
tains and into the valleys. I hope that by the 
time people read this column, those rains 
will have come and drenched the land so 
scorched by summer’s heat and fire’s fury. 

I ask you to join me in continuing 
to remember the peoples of British 
Columbia as they recover from this very 
hard summer. It has been traumatizing for 
children and the elderly, for families and 
family pets, for farmers and their livestock. 
Pray for them as they begin to rebuild their 
lives and livelihoods.

As we anticipate the Thanksgiving 
weekend this year, I ask that as we give 
thanks for the labours of all those who till 
the land and tend the crops in the hope 
of a good harvest for all to share, we also 
remember those whose life’s work is the 
preservation and protection of woodlands 
and forests. Give thanks for their skill in 
fighting fires and their courage through 
days of danger. Give thanks for their 
counsel in reforestation initiatives. Give 
thanks for their part in the care of God’s 
creation. g  

Archbishop Fred Hiltz is primate of the 
Anglican Church of Canada.

COME  
AND SEE4

and society. Here, we begin to see the 
link between discipleship and self-deter-
mination. As a spirituality informed by 
the traditional values of Indigenous life, 
discipleship serves the whole of life.

This is very much in line with the 
teaching of the early Christian church. 
The apostle Paul wrote to the Galatians 
that he was “in the pain of childbirth until 
Christ is formed in you” (Galatians 4:19). 
He speaks here of the way that the life and 
reality of Jesus becomes living and real in 
the communal life of faith. Spiritual forma-
tion is an activity and reality of Christian 
community. Christ is formed in us, and 
not just in me. It is the local community’s 
right, calling and destiny to realize and see 
the presence Christ promised in its own 
context, culture and language. 

Indigenous churches have seen the pos-
sibility of a truly Indigenous faith restrict-
ed and denied. Church and government 
law and policy have tried to limit Indige-
nous peoples to another culture’s way of 
expressing faith, in belief and practice. 
Though Indigenous Christian communities 
have still managed to quietly express many 
culturally relevant aspects of Christian 

Mark MacDonald
national indigenous anglican bishop

IN AUGUST, the Indigenous network 
of congregations and peoples met for 
their ninth Sacred Circle. There were 

two interrelated themes at the gathering: 
discipleship and Indigenous self-deter-
mination. Some might wonder how these 
two could be closely related to each other. 
Discipleship is often thought to concern 
the personal disciplines that are necessary 
to practice and grow in the Christian faith. 
This is important for Christians, individ-
ually, and for the church, as a community, 
but what does it have to do with Indige-
nous self-determination?

In Indigenous communities, the elders 
have consistently advised us to join spir-
ituality with self-determination. The two 
are inseparable and can only be realized 
together. The collective individualism 
that is the ideal of Indigenous culture and 
governance is expressed and realized in 
the realm of spiritual practice. Spirituality, 
which is intimately individual, is realized 
in a family relationship of service to a 
community of land and humanity. This is 
a foundational idea for Indigenous culture 

Discipleship and self-determinationWALKING 
TOGETHER4

The Anglican 
Journal welcomes 
letters to the editor.

Since not all letters 
can be published, 
preference is 
given to shorter 
correspondence (300 
words or less). All 
letters are subject to 
editing. 

body and soul, and I am grateful. 
The people here are so gracious in 

their welcome and so generous in their 
hospitality. In the midst of conversations 
about the climate of current global 
politics, the North American Free Trade 
Agreement, Canadian-American relations 
and the news of John McCain’s death, 
everyone comments on how hot a summer 
it has been. Still, everyone here says it has 
been absolutely beautiful.

As I tune into the news, I am 
immediately reminded of the kind of 
summer it has been in many other parts 
of Canada, particularly British Columbia, 
ravaged by hundreds of forest fires. I think 
of the thousands of people who have had 
to evacuate and the thousands more on 
notice. I think of those who have lost 
homes and farms. I think, too, of all those 
men and women who are fighting these 
fires with the back-up support of Canadian 
Forces personnel. I think of how hard they 
are all working and how exhausted they 
must be at the end of their shifts. I am 
thankful for all those who are relieving 
them on the front line, feeding them and 
making provision for them to rest. 

I join everyone who is praying for rain, 

5Dory Belle 
ponders the St. 
Lawrence River 
at La Malbaie, 
Quebec. 

photo:  
lynne samways hiltz

The change in the marriage canon, which will be-
come church law if passed again in Vancouver next 
year, changes the heterosexual union of marriage to 
a gender-neutral union, but there is not instruction 
to change the 400-year-old marriage ceremony. 

It seems to me for the change in the marriage 
canon to be legal and complete, an amendment 
must be added, such as, “and an alternate service be 
composed and added to the prayer book, to accom-
modate this change in eligibility.” 

The amended resolution would allow a choice 
between the traditional service, which we have had 
for four centuries, and a service of recognizing the 
legal, civil, secular equality of same-sex unions. 

When Jesus was asked if it were lawful to render 
tribute to Caesar, he said, “Render unto Caesar that 
which is Caesar’s and to God that which is God’s.” 

Let us do the same and exit New Westminster next 
July united. One church, two services, not two 
churches, each with its own marriage ceremony. 
With more time and less emotion, our church will 
solve the problem.
G.K. Higgins
Calgary

Church needs to lead on assisted dying
The recent articles on assisted death have raised 
important questions (“Assisted dying: One Anglican 
family’s story”; “Study guide encourages Anglicans to 
grapple with realities of physician-assisted dying law 
in Canada,” pp. 6 and 1, June 2018).

I have always placed the emphasis in my ministry 
on leading with love and empathy rather than 
regulations and law. The problem that assisted dying 

presents is that our society is sending contradictory 
messages. If suicide is wrong, how can it sometimes 
be acceptable? As followers of Christ, our lives 
are not our own: we belong to Christ. Thou shalt 
not kill—we need to value life and protect life as a 
precious gift of God. Is the way of love to stand by 
while people take their life, or to encourage them to 
choose life and to support them until natural death?

Our church has a long history of seeking to serve 
and to speak for the vulnerable. The church now 
must speak for the suffering, the dying and their 
families. We need to lead the conversation about 
how to provide them with the best medical care and 
social and financial support, rather than the assisted 
suicide that our wider society is offering.
Canon Stewart Murray
Ottawa 

faith in their local communities, cultural 
colonialism has caused much hardship and 
trauma. To heal this trauma, to recover 
Indigenous self-determination in church 
and the larger community, Indigenous 
Christians are committed to discipleship, 
often summarized as “placing the Gospel 
in the centre of the Sacred Circle.”

Jesus promised a special presence wher-
ever two or three are gathered in his name. 
This is a Sacred Circle. Attending to this 
presence is the heart of discipleship. Dis-
cipleship is the practice of the disciplines 
that will receive, welcome and embody the 
life of Christ in Christian community. The 
presence of Christ affirms, enhances and 
fulfills the personality and life of the local 
community—this is a massive part of what 
the Word becoming flesh means. But the 
Word challenges, as well as affirms. It calls 
us to become a part of the New Creation 
that has begun in the life, death and resur-
rection of Jesus. g 

Bishop Mark MacDonald is national 
Indigenous bishop of the Anglican Church of 
Canada. 

‘One church, two services’ for marriage?

5 “[The 
Word] calls 
us to become 
a part of 
the New 
Creation that 
has begun 
in the life, 
death and 
resurrection 
of Jesus.”

illustration: gd 
arts/shutterstock
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Anglican Church hires two new suicide prevention workersCANADA4
Tali Folkins
staff writer

The Anglican Church of Canada has hired 
two new suicide prevention workers as part 
of its Indigenous ministry.

Jeffery Stanley, a master of divinity 
student at the Vancouver School of 
Theology, began work June 25; Yolanda 
Bird, a former member of Council of 
General Synod (CoGS) with extensive 
experience working with children and 
youth, began July 3.

Each is responsible for helping 
deliver existing suicide prevention 

programs in the dioceses in their areas, 
as well as helping develop new ones, said 
Indigenous ministries co-ordinator Canon 
Ginny Doctor. Their work also includes 
developing teams of volunteers in dioceses 
where the need for suicide prevention is 
especially high, she said.

Stanley, based in Gingolx, a Nisga’a 
community on the Pacific coast of British 
Columbia northeast of Prince Rupert, is 
responsible for British Columbia, Yukon 
and Western Arctic; Bird is based in 
Montreal Lake First Nation, about 100 
km north of Prince Albert, Sask., and 
covers Alberta and Saskatchewan, and, if 
necessary, also Manitoba and northern 
Ontario.

The new hires are both full-time posi-

tions. Bird and Stanley join the church’s 
current Indigenous suicide prevention 
worker the Rev. Norm Casey, whose posi-
tion is half-time. The Rev. Nancy Bruyere, 
who was hired in 2013 as suicide preven-
tion co-ordinator for Western Canada and 
the Arctic, has left the work, Doctor said. 

The work combines Anglican 
and Indigenous traditional spiritual 
teachings—which, Doctor says, aren’t in 
contradiction with one another—to restore 
a sense of purpose and identity, especially 
to young Indigenous people.

The two new positions are part of the 
national church’s 2018 budget, approved by 

CoGS in November 2017. 
Both Stanley and Bird have been 

personally affected by suicide; Stanley’s 
twin brother took his life in 2003, and 
Bird’s best friend committed suicide in 
2016.

Stanley’s background includes some 
schooling in suicide prevention and youth 
ministry, and he has done a significant 
amount of work with children and youth—
including teaching the Nisga’a language to 
school children.

Contacted by the Anglican Journal July 
5, Bird said she was unavailable for an 
interview because she wanted to support 
the family of a young woman on her 
reserve who had committed suicide earlier 
that day.

Reached later, Bird said spirituality can 
be a powerful source of hope for people at 
risk of suicide.

“It’s the most important thing…because 
that’s where the strength comes from,” Bird 
said. 

Bird’s background includes working 
with children and youth for many years, 
some university study in psychology and 
a number of training sessions on suicide 
prevention—including a workshop 
hosted in March 2017 by the Anglican 
Church of Canada’s Indigenous ministries 
department. g

5Both Jeffery 
Stanley, left, 
and Yolanda 
Bird, right, have 
been personally 
affected by the 
suicide of a 
loved one.

photos: contributed

5The logo of 
the church’s 
suicide 
prevention 
program is 
the traditional 
Christian fish 
symbol in the 
colours of 
the medicine 
wheel, which 
represents 
healing in 
Indigenous 
tradition.   
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Sacred Circle is a national decision-mak-
ing body of Indigenous Canadian Angli-
cans that meets every three years. ACIP, a 
much smaller body, guides the work of the 
Anglican Church of Canada’s department of 
Indigenous ministries.

On August 8, Sacred Circle broke into 
focus groups to discuss topics selected by 
organizers, with a view to recommending 
action to ACIP. Two days later, these groups 
reported back to the larger gathering. Part 
of that day had been set aside for work on 
resolutions that might come out of the work 
of these groups, but representatives were 
told they could offer recommendations 
instead, which they chose to do; no resolu-
tions ended up being proposed.

One question raised during discussion 
by the focus group on the marriage canon 
was how an amendment to the canon would 
affect a self-determining Indigenous Angli-
can church, said the group’s spokesperson, 
the Rev. Tracey Taylor, of the diocese of 
Qu’Appelle.

When it meets July 2019 in Vancou-
ver, General Synod will give the required 
second reading to a proposed amendment 
to the marriage canon that would allow for 
same-sex marriages. If the resolution passes 
this second reading, it will be adopted. The 
same General Synod is expected to vote on 
a resolution creating a self-determining In-
digenous church, which some have called a 
“fifth province,” within the Anglican Church 
of Canada.

One focus group member, Taylor told 
the gathering, said the painful debate would 
mean yet more wounds for the church’s 
Indigenous people, who have already expe-
rienced much suffering. Another said there 
was a need to translate the canon itself into 
Indigenous languages, since, the spokesper-
son said, many Indigenous Anglicans are 
confused about exactly what the amend-
ment means.

Another focus group discussed the 
governance of the planned self-determining 
Indigenous church; National Indigenous 
Anglican Bishop Mark MacDonald served 
both as its facilitator and spokesperson to 

Continued from p. 1

Sacred Circle. A participant in this group, 
MacDonald said, expressed a desire for 
Sacred Circle to have its own “voice and 
vote” in General Synod. This, MacDonald 
said, is a “longer-term goal” for Indigenous 
Anglican leaders.

MacDonald said the group also ex-
pressed the desire that self-determination 
not put Indigenous Anglicans in an “ad-
versarial” position with their dioceses and 
other church structures—which MacDon-
ald said he expected would be avoided.

“What we are trying to do is see change 
in a step-by-step way, giving priority to the 
local community and not forcing anyone 
into any particular situation,” he said. 

A focus group on resource extraction 
and climate change said Canada’s North was 
“ground zero for climate change,” according 
to the group’s spokesperson, Lorraine Netro, 
of the diocese of Yukon. Global warming, 
she said, is affecting all aspects of life in 
the North, and she urged the church to act 
against projects such as the extension of the 
Trans Mountain pipeline in Alberta and 
B.C.

Her group, she reported, said it would 
like to see a resolution on resource ex-
traction and climate change before General 

Synod 2019.
The Rev. Barbara Shoomski, of the 

diocese of Rupert’s Land, co-spokesperson 
of a focus group on missing and murdered 
Indigenous women and girls, urged the 
church to reach out to Indigenous sex 
workers. She also spoke out against what she 
said were judgmental attitudes toward these 
women and girls; she knew from her own 
experience working with them as a chaplain, 
she said, that some of them were working 
in the sex trade because they could find no 
other way to support their loved ones.

“They actually are there to help feed 
their family, some of them—cute little girls 
that nobody should even touch,” she said. 
“I don’t understand how we allow this to 
happen to little kids.”

Aaron Sault, of the diocese of Huron, 
spokesperson for a focus group on the opi-
oid crisis and substance abuse, said drugs 
were “taking over a lot of our First Nations 
communities across Canada,” including his 
own reserve. Many of these communities, 
he said, offer very little in the way of social 
services to people with addictions and their 
families. There might be some way the 
Anglican Church of Canada could reach out 
to help these people, he said.

The reports from the focus groups 
capped Sacred Circle’s four working days, 
which included speeches, presentations, 
group discussions, the election of new ACIP 
members and Bible study. In an address 
to the group August 8, MacDonald said 
he saw discipleship as the future church’s 
key principle. If the Indigenous church is 
to be effective, he said, it will be by putting 
Jesus at the centre of everything it does, and 
creating disciples rather than mere church 
members.

In a closing sermon, Archbishop Fred 
Hiltz, primate of the Anglican Church of 
Canada, urged the church to continue to 
move ahead with reconciliation and the 
creation of a self-determining Indigenous 
church. He also encouraged it to reflect on 
the idea of redesigning the crest of the An-
glican Church of Canada to show, he said, 
“the partnership to which the Covenant of 
1994 continually reminds us.” g

Sacred Circle discusses own vote at General SynodINDIGENOUS 
CHURCH4

5 Members 
of the ninth 
Indigenous 
Sacred Circle, 
held in Prince 
George, B.C., 
August 6-11, 
make their way 
to the site of 
the gathering’s 
opening 
Eucharist, 
August 7.

photo: tali folkins

“ We are trying 
to...see change 

in a step-
by-step way, 

giving priority 
to the local 
community 

and not forcing 
anyone into 

any particular 
situation.

—National 
Indigenous Anglican 

Bishop Mark 
MacDonald 

Robertson said fire had destroyed at least 
27 buildings in Telegraph Creek, including 
the Roman Catholic church of St. There-
sa and its rectory. The town was already 
suffering from a housing crisis, according 
to band leaders.

St. Aidan’s, the Anglican church in 
Telegraph Creek, survived the wildfires, 
according to Sarah Usher, executive arch-
deacon of the diocese of Yukon.

St. Aidan’s is one of a handful of north-
ern B.C. Anglican parishes that fall within 
the diocese of Yukon.

On August 15, the B.C. government de-
clared a state of emergency in response to 
the many wildfires ravaging the province. 
More than 2,000 wildfires were reported to 
have burned in the province between April 
1 and September 6, when the Anglican 
Journal was being prepared for printing.

The impact of the wildfires was felt 
at Sacred Circle itself; at the university 
campus, where the event was held, the air 
was hazy throughout the week. A planned 
talk on PWRDF, which would have taken 
place outdoors, was moved inside after air 
quality warnings.

Also at Sacred Circle, Postma and 
Judith Moses, representative of the 
Anglican Council of Indigenous Peoples 
on PWRDF’s board, gave a presentation 
outlining the agency’s intention to increase 
its work in Canadian Indigenous com-
munities in coming years and asking for 
feedback on what its priorities should be. 
PWRDF is currently developing a five-year 
strategic plan, Moses said, and one of its 
goals is to support more projects within 
Canada, and to respond more to Canadian 
disasters. g

PWRDF, Sacred Circle members provide $5,000 for town damaged by wildfires
CANADA4

5St. Aidan’s 
Anglican 
Church in 
Telegraph 
Creek, B.C.

photo: natalia 
bratslavsky/

shutterstock

Tali Folkins
staff writer

The Primate’s World Relief and Devel-
opment Fund (PWRDF), the Anglican 
Church of Canada’s relief and development 
agency, has given $5,000 to the diocese of 
Yukon to support wildfire-ravaged Tele-
graph Creek, B.C.

PWRDF executive director Will Postma 
announced August 9 at Sacred Circle, 
the decision-making body of Indigenous 
Canadian Anglicans, that he was provid-
ing the funds to Larry Robertson, bishop 
of Yukon diocese, to support the mostly 
Indigenous community. In an email to 
the Anglican Journal, Robertson said the 
diocese would work with the local band 
to help those affected by the wildfires that 
have ravaged the area. 

In addition to the PWRDF grant, 
Robertson said, the diocese has received 
funds for the same purpose from other 
sources—including almost $1,300 donated 
by members of Sacred Circle.

Hundreds of people were reported to 
have left the area around Telegraph Creek, 
in northern B.C., in early August, fleeing 
from wildfires. In a PWRDF news release, 

Telegraph 
Creek, 
B.C.

5Hundreds 
of people 
are reported 
to have fled 
wildfires 
around 
Telegraph 
Creek in 
August.

photo: shutterstock
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“I was able to be surrounded with…
youth and teens, young people worship-
ping God and just praising him. I found 
that really powerful,” said Becky Coholan, 
17, an Anglican from the diocese of Nova 
Scotia and PEI. “I was able to grow in my 
faith, too, but also my confidence.”

“We don’t really get to interact with a 
whole lot of people nowadays,” she adds. 
“We’re all kind of glued to our cell phones.”

The theme of the gathering, “Threads,” 
referred to the stories woven throughout 
each person’s life. Speakers, given the title 
“storytellers,” shared their own life stories as 
well as teachings about the importance of 
storytelling in faith. 

Coholan says the teachings on storytell-
ing also taught her a valuable lesson about 
listening. “I feel that this whole week they’re 
testing us to listen. Everyone is telling their 
stories, and we all have to listen, and not 
just hear—because I feel there is a difference 
between listening and hearing.” 

On August 18, hundreds gathered in 
Thunder Bay’s Marina Park for an event 
meant to emphasize the healing power of 
story. Against the backdrop of Lake Superior, 
attendees heard the story of the “seven fallen 
feathers,” the seven Indigenous teenagers 
whose bodies were found in Thunder Bay’s 
river system between 2000 and 2011.

The event featured several storytellers—
including Anglican Bishops Anne Germond 
(Algoma diocese) and Linda Nicholls 
(Huron diocese) and Archbishop Gregory 
Kerr-Wilson (Calgary diocese), along with 
members of local Indigenous communities. 
CLAY youth attendees, church leaders and 
Indigenous elders also participated in the 
event. As the lead sponsor of the public 
event, the Anglican Foundation of Canada 
provided $10,000. 

After hearing their stories, CLAY at-
tendees moved in procession to an outdoor 
pavilion. A smudging ceremony performed 
by CLAY Elder-in-Residence Esther Diabo 
was followed by local singer-songwriter Shy-
Anne Hovorka performing a song she wrote 
in tribute to the seven Indigenous teens, 
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“Only the River Knows.”
Among the crowd were Tom and Dora 

Morris, whose nephew Jethro Anderson’s 
body was found in Thunder Bay’s Kaminis-
tiquia River in 2000. The couple was among 
the storytellers who had earlier shared their 
experiences with CLAY youth in the park.

Anderson, who came from Kasabonika 
Lake First Nation to attend high school in 
Thunder Bay, was staying with the Morris 
couple when he went missing. “We were en-
trusted by the parents to look after him, our 
nephew, when he went missing…It’s hard 
as a guardian when you lose somebody that 

you’ve been entrusted with,” Tom Morris told 
a circle of CLAY youth. 

Anderson’s cause of death, like that of 
several of the teens who were found in the 
river, was deemed “undetermined” by a 2016 
inquest, which advocates have suggested 
indicates flawed handling of the cases by 
police. 

Following Hovorka’s performance, Diabo 
read from a reflection she had written 
after the discovery of one of the bodies. 
It described a gathering of people at the 
riverside—an evening of “anguish, sorrow 
and pain,” as well as prayer and the singing 
of hymns.

“As we departed, I looked up to the sky 
above and said, ‘Miigwetch for life and death.’ 
Life and death, the greatest mysteries,” Diabo 
said. (Miigwetch is an an Ojibwe word for 
“thank you.”)

The next CLAY gathering will take place 
in Calgary, in 2020. g

CLAY youth learn the healing power of story

photo: joelle kidd

Elder-in-Residence Esther Diabo performs a smudging ceremony. 

5More 
than 800 
people form 
a procession 
through 
Thunder Bay’s 
Marina Park 
August 18.
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“ We don’t 
really get to 

interact with 
a lot of people 

nowadays...
We’re all kind 

of glued to our 
cell phones.

—CLAY participant 
Becky Coholan
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   DAY  READING    DAY  READING

c	01  John 11.17-44
c	02  Isaiah 25.1-9
c	03  Mark 12.28-37a
c	04  Ruth 1.1-22
c	05  Ruth 2.1-23
c	06  Ruth 3.1-18
c	07  Ruth 4.1-22
c	08  Hebrews 9.16–10.10
c	09  Psalm 127.1–129.8
c	10  Mark 12.37b–13.2
c	11  Isaiah 26.1-19
c	12  1 Samuel 1.1-11
c	13  1 Samuel 1.12-28
c	14  Psalm 16.1-11
c	15  Hebrews 10.11-25
c	16  Hebrews 10.26–11.2

c	17  Mark 13.3-23
c	18  Mark 13.24-37
c	19  2 Samuel 19.24-39
c	20  Psalm 18.1-29
c	21  Psalm 18.30-50
c	22  2 Samuel 23.1-7
c	23  Revelation 1.1-8
c	24  Mark 14.53–15.5
c	25  John 18.28–19.16a
c	26  Psalm 25.1-22
c	27  Jeremiah 33.1-13
c	28  Jeremiah 33.14-26
c	29  Romans 10.1-21
c	30  Matthew 4.12-25
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Bishop of Saskatoon to retireNEWS IN 
BRIEF4

5The Rev. 
Jacob Worley

photo: contributed

By Anglican Journal staff
David Irving, who has served as bishop 
of the diocese of Saskatoon since 2010, 
will retire as of October 1, 2018.

Irving announced his decision May 
31, at a meeting of the diocese’s execu-
tive council.

“This has not been an easy decision 
but after much prayerful consideration 
I know it is the right decision,” Irving 
wrote in a letter to members of the di-
ocese. “Your parish and all the parishes 
in the diocese will always have a special 
place in my heart and I want to thank 
you all for the many gifts and tireless 
service you have brought and continue 
to bring to your parish and the diocese.”

An electoral synod to find a succes-
sor for Irving was to be held in Saska-
toon September 8.

Irving studied theology at the Uni-
versity of Oxford, and was ordained a 
deacon in Edmonton in 1986. He served 
as priest in Wainwright, Alta., and 
then in a number of parishes in British 
Columbia. Irving had been serving as 
executive archdeacon in the diocese of 
Kootenay when he was elected bishop in 
2009. He had also served as a consultant 
for the Anglican Church of Canada on 
gift planning and stewardship.  

Worley hired by ACNA church
The Rev. Jacob Worley, who was elected 
bishop of the diocese of Caledonia but 
not consecrated, and was subsequently 
fired from his position as rector, has 

been hired to serve a church of the 
breakaway Anglican Church in North 
America (ACNA).

In a news release dated July 23, the 
Episcopal diocese of Fort Worth, an 
ACNA diocese that shares the same 
name as a diocese in The Episcopal 
Church (TEC), stated that Worley had 
been chosen as rector of St. Andrew’s 
Church, Fort Worth,  Texas, to begin 
September 2.

The Alabama-born priest was elected 
bishop of the diocese of Caledonia in 
April 2017, but was not consecrated 
when the provincial House of Bishops 
objected to his election. The objection 
cited ministry Worley had performed 
years earlier in the United States for the 
Anglican Mission in America (AMiA), a 
collection of theologically conservative 
churches that was originally a mission 
of the Anglican Province of Rwanda. 
Worley, the House of Bishops said, 
believed it was permissible for him to 
have performed this ministry, even 
though it was done in the geographical 
jurisdiction of TEC without TEC’s 
permission.

Worley was terminated from his 
position as rector of Bulkley Valley 
Regional Parish in the diocese of 
Caledonia in November 2017.

St. Andrew’s is a member of ACNA, 
a grouping of theologically conservative 
Anglican churches that formed in 2009 
because of differences with TEC and 
the Anglican Church of Canada over 
human sexuality and other issues. 

Retired Anglican priest 
sentenced to four years for 
sex abuse
David Norton, a retired Anglican priest, was 
sentenced to four years in prison August 24 
after pleading guilty in February 2018 to a 
charge of sexual interference against a child.

Norton sexually abused a boy from age 
nine to 13, after the boy’s mother, believing 
he would be a good influence on her son, 
entrusted Norton to take him on camping 
trips and other outings. The offences took 
place in the early 1990s.

In a statement released the same day as 
Norton’s sentencing, the diocese of Huron, 
where Norton was a priest when the abuse 
took place, said “the Huron family feels 
deeply disappointed and betrayed by Mr. 
Norton’s actions. We are hopeful that the 
end of this trial will mark the beginning 
of a healing process for those who have 
been hurt. The Diocese of Huron is holding 
them in prayer and continue[s] to pray for 
healing.”

Norton faces a number of other charges; 
in 2015, he was charged with sexual 
assault and indecent assault against three 
boys, alleged to have taken place between 
1977 and 1983 when he was rector of St. 
Andrew’s Anglican Church at Chippewas of 
the Thames First Nation. These charges are 
expected to go to trial this fall.

According to the diocese of Huron, 
Norton relinquished his exercise of ministry 
in 2016. 

Norton was also a part-time professor at 
King’s University College in London, Ont. g

5Bishop David 
Irving

photo: contributed
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EDUCATION DIRECTORY
HAVERGAL COLLEGE
Toronto Havergal College has been 
preparing young women to make a  
difference since 1894. Founded on 
Anglican values and traditions, the school 
community gathers with the Chaplain 
for Morning Prayers three times weekly. 
A special highlight is our traditional 
Carol Service held at St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church, the school’s original parish. Today 
Havergal girls develop into extraordinary 
young women with inquiring minds, global 
capability and self-awareness. They are 
encouraged to investigate and explore 
the world around them while discovering 
their own unique capabilities. As Old Girls, 
they will join our proud continuum of 9,500 
alumnae who are connected to each other 
and the world. To learn more about the 
Havergal difference, visit  
www.havergal.on.ca or contact the  
Admission Office at (416) 482.4724 or   
admissions@havergal.on.ca.

THE CENTRE FOR CHRISTIAN 
STUDIES is a national theological school 
of the Anglican and United Churches of-
fering community based education. CCS 
offers two-week Leadership Develop-
ment Modules, and year-long certificate 
programs in Pastoral Care, Education and 
Social Justice Ministry, preparing people  
for lay, diaconal and related ministries.  
CCS is committed to a theology of 
justice and to contextual education. Stu-
dents at CCS learn through integration 
of experience and academics, intentional 
community building, and personal growth 
and transformation. For more information 
about the Centre for Christian Studies 
please visit our website at www.ccsonline.ca 
or call us at (204) 783-4490.

ATLANTIC SCHOOL OF  
THEOLOGY, an ecumenical university 
serving Christ’s mission, cultivates excel-
lence in graduate-level theological educa-
tion and research, creative and faithful 
formation for lay and ordained ministries,
and understanding among communities of 
faith. Courses are offered both on campus 
and online. AST is fully accredited by the 
Association of Theological Schools (ATS) 
in Canada and the US. Program offerings 
include: Master of Divinity degree (honors, 
on-campus, and summer distance options), 
Master of Arts (Theology and Religious 
Studies) degree, Graduate
Certificate in Theological Studies, Adult 
Education Certificate inTheological Stud-
ies, and Diploma in Youth Ministry. AST is 
located in Halifax, Nova Scotia, and facili-
ties include a student residence, a chapel, 
and a library with over 86,000 volumes. 
Academic Department
Telephone: (902)423-5592,  
Email: academicoffice@astheology.ns.ca.  
Website: www.astheology.ns.ca. 

COLLEGE OF EMMANUEL 
AND ST. CHAD 
Founded in 1879 as the first university in 
northwestern Canada, Emmanuel & St. 
Chad offers a challenging theological cur-
riculum focused on Anglican foundations, 
depth of Bible study, and solid community 
formation for strong congregational 
leadership in a changing world.  Be part of 
the only ecumenical theological school in 
Canada where Anglicans, Lutherans and 
United Church partners study and wor-
ship together on the same campus. 
Degrees offered: B.Th., L.Th., S.T.M., 
M.T.S., M.Div., and D.Min.
Principal: Rev. Dr. Iain Luke
Contact:
Lisa McInnis, Registrar
114 Seminary Crescent
Saskatoon, SK., S7N 0X3
Phone:  (306) 975-1550
Fax: (306) 934-2683
E-Mail: esc.registrar@usask.ca
www.usask.ca/stu/emmanuel

HURON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
Huron University College is an 
Anglican University and the founding 
college of Western University in 
London, ON.  Since 1863, Huron 
graduates have gone on to be leaders 
in Canada and around the world in the 
church, education, business, politics, 
non-profit organizations and more.
Huron offers BA programs in 
Religion & Theology, Global Studies, 
Economics, English, French, East 
Asia Studies, Jewish Studies, History, 
Management, Philosophy, Political 
Studies, Psychology, and a range of 
additional programs.
Huron’s Faculty of Theology provides 
the highest quality theological 
education through its undergraduate 
(BA–Religion & Theology), 
professional (MDiv and MTS), and 
graduate (MA Theology) degree 
programs, and through its diploma 
(LTh) and continuing education 
programs.
Huron’s students are supported 
in active learning with dedicated 
professors who engage, challenge, and 
champion students within a close-knit 
and diverse community.  With full 
access to the resources of Western, a 
major research university, Huron offers 
the best of both worlds.
To arrange a visit or for more 
information, please contact us! 
Email: huron@uwo.ca 
Telephone: (519) 438-7224 
Website: www.huronuc.ca

MONTREAL DIOCESAN  
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE, affili-
ated with McGILL UNIVERSITY and a 
member of the ecumenical MONTREAL 
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY, is a  

community of scholars and ministers 
offering programs designed to help 
students develop theological depth, grow 
in spiritual maturity and exercise pastoral 
leadership. Programs lead to L.Th., B.Th., 
Dip.Min. and M.Div. L.Th. may be com-
bined with distance education. Certificate 
in Theology available through home 
study. Advanced degrees (S.T.M., M.A., 
Ph.D.) offered through McGill. Located 
in downtown Montreal. For information, 
please contact : The Principal,  
3473 University St., Montreal, Quebec 
H3A 2A8. (514) 849-3004. 
www.dio-mdtc.ca.

QUEEN’S COLLEGE 
More than academics. More than 
community. Queen’s College offers 
students the opportunity to integrate 
knowledge, skills and experience with 
personal spirituality in preparation for a 
life of faith. Situated on the campus of 
Memorial University, St. John’s, NL, we 
are a degree granting institution and an 
associate member of the Association of 
Theological Schools offering programs in 
M.Div., M.T.S., B.Th., B.Th. (by distance), 
A.Th. (by distance) as well as Diplomas in 
Theology and Ministry, Pastoral Care, and 
Youth Ministry. To learn more about this 
unique educational experience contact 
The Provost, Queen’s College Faculty 
of Theology, 210 Prince Philip Drive, St. 
John’s, NL, A1B 3R6, or telephone toll 
free 877-753-0116 or check our website at 
http://www.mun.ca/queens/.

RENISON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
is located in the thriving city of Water-
loo and affiliated with the University of 
Waterloo. Rooted in Anglican tradition, 
our students experience an unparalleled 
level of support via our Chaplains, our 
safe and inclusive residence community, 
and full-time social workers exclusively 
for Renison students. Explore your faith 
with our lay ministry courses through the 
Renison Institute of Ministry or prepare to 
help others with our Social Development 
Studies, Bachelor of Social Work, and 
Master of Social Work programs. 
Website: www.uwaterloo.ca/renison 
Email: renison@uwaterloo.ca 

SAINT PAUL UNIVERSITY
Faculty of Theology
ANGLICAN STUDIES PROGRAM
Do you want to become an effective 
spiritual and pastoral leader? The 
Master of Divinity (MDiv) at Saint 
Paul University may be for you. Saint 
Paul has been preparing Anglicans for 
ordination for over 30 years. Students 
receive focused attention on the Anglican 
tradition in a rich ecumenical and 
bilingual context, beautifully situated in 
the national capital region. In addition 
to courses in theology, scripture, liturgy 

and pastoral practice, the program offers 
specialized courses in leadership, conflict 
resolution, inter-religious dialogue, and 
contextual theology. Fully accredited by 
the Association of Theological Schools, 
the Faculty of Theology offers not 
only the MDiv (Anglican Studies) and 
Master of Theological Studies (MTS) 
but also bachelors, masters, and doctoral 
programs, including the Doctor of 
Ministry program.  
For more information, please contact 
Prof. Kevin Flynn at Saint Paul University, 
223 Main Street, Ottawa, ON K1S 1C4;  
(613) 236-1393, ext. 2427/1-800-637-6859.  
www.ustpaul.ca

THORNELOE UNIVERSITY
Sudbury, Ontario An innovative and 
thriving Anglican College within  
Laurentian University, our Motion Picture 
Arts, Ancient Studies, Theatre Arts, 
Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies, 
and Religious Studies programs lead 
to Laurentian University degrees. We 
also offer Theology at the Bachelor’s, 
Diploma, and Certificate level. Programs 
available on campus and by distance 
education. Call for details and a course 
calendar. Information: The President, 
Thorneloe University, 935 Ramsey Lake 
Rd, Sudbury ON P3E 2C6  
Phone: 1-866-846-7635 Fax: 705-673-4979
Email: president@thorneloe.ca
Website: www.thorneloe.ca

TRINITY COLLEGE The oldest centre 
for theological studies in the Anglican 
Church of Canada, the Faculty of  
Divinity offers a wide variety of accred-
ited programs, at master’s and doctoral 
levels, in ecumenical collaboration within 
the Toronto School of Theology and in 
federation with the University of Toronto. 
Liberal and catholic in theology,  
consciously reflective of the liturgy and 
the spiritual life, encouraging excellence 
in the practice of ministry, engaged in 
current issues of society, connected to 
church communities and offering financial 
support in all programs. For more  
information please contact:  
Faculty of Divinity, Trinity College,  
6 Hoskin Avenue, Toronto ON M5S 1H8  
(416) 978-2133
divinity@trinity.utoronto.ca

VANCOUVER SCHOOL OF  
THEOLOGY is called to educate and 
form thoughtful, engaged and generous 
disciples of Jesus Christ for service to 
the church and the world in the 21st 
century.  A theological education at VST 
combines the love of scholarship, courage 
to take up the issues of our time and 
readiness to collaborate with our local 
and global neighbours for the good of 
God’s world. VST strives to cultivate a 

community where hospitality, generosity 
and imagination infuse our common life. 
Our graduates are thoughtful people, 
reflective about how to interact with 
the large challenges of our time on the 
basis of the deep resource of faith. They 
don’t rush to thin relevance, but linger 
with scripture, tradition and scholarship 
to expand our common imaginative 
repertoire. Our students learn together 
with and from our Indigenous partners 
and those of other world religions. 
To learn more and to register for your 
course of study at VST, visit our website 
at www.vst.edu.

WYCLIFFE COLLEGE, at the Univer-
sity of Toronto is an evangelical Anglican 
community of learning within the Toronto 
School of Theology offering both masters 
level and advanced degree programs
Our programs are designed to challenge, 
encourage and equip students from many 
denominations to live out their faith and 
provide leadership as either ordained 
or lay leaders in their church and wider 
communities.  Innovative programs have 
been introduced such as the Master of 
Divinity for Pioneer Ministries and 
the Master of Theological Studies in 
Urban and International Development. 
The flexibility of part time study and 
online learning in the masters programs 
provides accessibility. Financial support in 
all programs is available. Visit us at  
www.wycliffecollege.ca or telephone  
(416) 946-3547 for further information.

Larry Gee 
ANGLICAN JOURNAL
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Indigenous church could help Canada, priest saysCANADA4

5“An Indigenous 
Anglican church 
can help Canadian 
society recover 
its spiritual 
vocabulary,” 
Canon Martin 
Brokenleg told 
Sacred Circle. 
photo: anglican video

Tali Folkins
staff writer

A self-determining Indigenous church could 
bring new spiritual life not just to Canada’s 
Indigenous Anglicans, but to the country as 
a whole, Anglican priest and psychologist 
Canon Martin Brokenleg said in an address 
to Sacred Circle, a national gathering of 
Indigenous Anglicans, August 7.

“The strength of Indigenous cultures is 
our spirituality. We speak easily about the 
remarkable spiritual experiences we have 
and the dreams and visions that are given to 
us,” he said.

“Canadian culture is less and less reli-
gious and more and more embarrassed and 
silent about spiritual happenings. An Indig-
enous Anglican church can help Canadian 
society recover its spiritual vocabulary and 
its boldness in speaking about its souls.”

Indigenous Anglican leaders anticipate 
bringing a resolution to General Synod next 

July that will effectively create a self-deter-
mining church within the Anglican Church 
of Canada. (See Indigenous church takes 
shape in this issue, pp. 1 and 7.)

The creation of a self-determining 
church for Indigenous Canadian Anglicans, 
Brokenleg said, will mean an end to their 
being “passive observers” of church affairs. 
The new church will, he said, “develop its 
own theology to enhance all other Christian 
theology,” it will raise up its own spiritu-
al leaders and it will restore “Indigenous 
Christians to the godly dignity that has 
always been ours from time immemorial.”

The traditional spirituality that Indige-
nous people knew before contact with Eu-
ropeans, he said, was given to them by God, 
and members in the new Indigenous church 
can be expected to use these teachings to 
help them understand Christianity.

“God gave songs and prayers, ceremo-
nies and stories to our ancestors and to us, 

and we always turn to them first, especially 
if we are going to be able to hear clearly the 
teachings of Jesus,” he said.

As a reflection of Indigenous culture, 
he said, Indigenous liturgy will also likely 
look and feel different from non-Indigenous 
Anglican liturgy.

“Indigenous cultures are colourful and 
vibrant with the arts,” he said. “Our cultures 
are what anthropologists call warm cul-
tures—they are expressive, artistic, musical 
and highly ceremonial. An Indigenous 
Anglican church is a church with good 
music, fancy clothes and fancy ceremonies 
filled with smoke and rhythm, designs and 
totem figures.”

Brokenleg, co-author of Reclaiming 
Youth at Risk: Our Hope for the Future, holds 
a doctorate in psychology and was director 
of native ministries and professor of First 
Nations theology at the Vancouver School 
of Theology before his retirement. g
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EDWARDS
GLASS COMPANY LTD.

• custom designed 
memorial windows

• traditional - contemporary
• releading & restoration 

• storm glazing
• custom woodworking

enquiries invited

471 Newbold Street, 
London, Ont. N6E 1K4
(519) 649-7225 
Fax: (519) 649-7226
www.edwardsglass.net

Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society

ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN 
IN STAINED GLASS

(905) 669-4244

UNIT #6, 8481 KEELE STREET
CONCORD, ONTARIO L4K 1Z7

Established 1920

Church Windows

COLLEGE OF EMMANUEL 
AND ST. CHAD
Member of the Saskatoon Theological
Union, affiliated with the University of
Saskatchewan. Founded in 1879 as
the first university in northwestern
Canada, Emmanuel and St. Chad
offers a challenging theological cur-
riculum focused on Anglican found-
ations, depth of Bible study, and solid
community formation for strong con-
gregational leadership in a changing
world. Be part of the only ecumenical
theological school in Canada where
Anglicans and Lutherans study and
worship together on the same campus.
Degrees offered: B.Th., M.T.S., M.Div.,
S.T.M., some courses available on-line.
Principal: Dr. Walter Deller, 
114 Seminary Crescent, Saskatoon, SK
S7N 0X3; Phone: (306) 975-3753; 
Fax: (306) 934-2683; 
E-mail: colleen.walker@usask.ca; 
Website: www.usask.ca/stu/emmanuel
________________________________

RENISON COLLEGE, University of
Waterloo, Waterloo, Ontario
Give your child the best in education
and resident life. Residences provide a
family atmosphere and build commu-
nity spirit. Rooms are spacious, com-
fortable, with modern conveniences,
such as Internet hook-ups. General
and Honours BA programs in Arts and
Social Development. Honours
Bachelor of Social Work. Asian Studies
and ESL programs. 
For further information contact
519.884.4404 ext. 610 for residence 
or ext. 633 for program. 
www.renison.uwaterloo.ca
________________________________

MONTREAL DIOCESAN 
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE, affiliated
with McGILL UNIVERSITY and a 
member of the ecumenical MONTREAL
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY, is a commu-
nity of scholars and ministers offering
programs designed to help students
develop theological depth, grow in
spiritual maturity and exercise pastoral
leadership. Programs lead to L.Th.,
B.Th., Dip.Min. and M.Div. L.Th. may
be combined with distance education.
Certificate in Theology available
through home study. Advanced
degrees (S.T.M., M.A., Ph.D.) offered
through McGill. Located in downtown
Montreal. Residence and apartments
for students and visitors. For informa-
tion, please contact : The Principal,
3473 University St., Montreal, Quebec 
H3A 2A8. (514) 849-3004. 
www.montreal.anglican.org/mdtc.

Robert
McCausland

Limited
Artists & Craftsmen of

Stained Glass since 1856
TRADITIONAL OR 
CONTEMPORARY 

ORIGINAL DESIGNS
EXPERT RESTORATIONS 

AND REPAIRS

Email: mccausland@sprynet.com
Website: www.eternalglass.com

30 Chauncey Ave.,
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2Z4

Telephone (416) 233-9530
Fax (416) 234-5450

Call Toll Free
1-800-563-1555

MR L

CONFLICT MANAGEMENT FOR
FAITH COMMUNITIES
Institute of Peace and Conflict
Studies, Waterloo, Ontario
Yes, there is conflict in faith communi-
ties! How well is it addressed in your
church community? Take skill-building
workshops and gain confidence to
deal with conflict in creative and posi-
tive ways. Topics include understand-
ing conflict, spiritual practices and
healing rituals for conflict resolution,
mediation, racism, facilitation skills,
and theological perspectives. Take
workshops for interest only or obtain a
Certificate in Conflict Management for
Faith Communities. Clergy receive a
10% discount. 519-885-0220 ext. 24254
certprog@uwaterloo.ca
grebel.uwaterloo.ca/certificate
________________________________

TRINITY COLLEGE SCHOOL,
Port Hope, ON is one of the most
well-established coeducational, inde-
pendent schools in Canada. Since
1865, TCS has built a reputation of
high academic standards, small class
sizes, an international flavour, and a
devoted, caring faculty. TCS prides
itself on maintaining a unique balance
between tradition and progressiveness.
From Latin classes and daily chapel
services to wireless Internet and the
annual Mexican vs. Caribbean Islander
hockey game, it’s a community that
allows young people to find their pas-
sions and challenge the ordinary.
Education is the most valuable invest-
ment and ultimately, TCS is the invest-
ment of a lifetime. To set up a visit or
obtain more information, please con-
tact Admissions Office at 905-885-
3209 or Email: admissions@tcs.on.ca
________________________________

THORNELOE UNIVERSITY
Sudbury, Ontario An innovative and
thriving Anglican College within
Laurentian University, our Fine Arts,
Classics, Theatre Arts, Women’s
Studies, and Religious Studies pro-
grammes lead to Laurentian University
degrees. We also offer Theology at the
Bachelor’s and Diploma level.
Programmes on campus and by dis-
tance education. Call for details and a
course calendar. Information: The
Provost, Thorneloe University, Ramsey
Lake Road, Sudbury, ON P3E 2C6. 
1-866-846-7635 Fax: (705) 673- 4979.
E-mail: thorneprov@laurentian.ca Web
site: http://thorneloe.laurentian.ca/
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TRINITY COLLEGE The oldest centre
for theological studies in the Anglican
Church of Canada, the Faculty of
Divinity offers a wide variety of accred-
ited programs, at master’s and doctor-
al levels, in ecumenical collaboration
within the Toronto School of Theology
and in federation with the University of
Toronto. Liberal and catholic in theol-
ogy, consciously reflective of the liturgy
and the spiritual life, encouraging
excellence in the practice of ministry,
engaged in current issues of society,
connected to church communities and
offering financial support in all pro-
grams. For more information please
contact: Faculty of Divinity, Trinity
College, 6 Hoskin Avenue, Toronto
ON M5S 1H8 (416) 978-2133
divinity@trinity.utoronto.ca
________________________________

CANTERBURY COLLEGE
Windsor, Ontario (affiliated with the
University of Windsor) Ecumenical
Doctorate of Ministry Programme for
active clergy and a Programme for the
Community of Deacons for lay training
and enrichment. The College provides
accommodation for any student of the
university in 102 single rooms in 11
furnished houses and for married stu-
dents in 37 apartments. For informa-
tion contact: The Principal, Canterbury
College, 2500 University Ave. West,
Windsor, Ontario N9B 3Y1. Phone
519-256-6442, fax 519-256-3382, 
e-mail: canter@uwindsor.ca or visit our
web site: http://www.uwindsor.ca/
general/canterbury/

Education DirectoryAnniversaries
We extend an invitation to all former
parishioners and clergy of St. Thomas
Anglican Church, Wainwright, Alberta,
Canada to join us in celebrating our
100th ANNIVERSARY, July 19-20-21,
2008. For more details go to: 
buddyr@telus.net or phone Ruth at 
1-780-842-2478

ST JOHN’S COLLEGE (Est. 1866),
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg
People come to St John’s to find a
warm community on a large campus.
Become part of a close knit academic
community while taking advantage of
everything the University of Manitoba
has to offer. Our residence has single
rooms and 3 suites for a total of 100
students, as well as excellent services,
and the best food on campus. College
members are eligible for scholarships
and bursaries (over $60,000 awarded
annually). The Faculty of Theology, a
contributing member of the Winnipeg
Theological Cooperative, offers 
accessible theological education at the
M.Div. level: a Diploma in Applied
Theology and an Advanced Certificate
in Priestly Ministry. (204) 474-8531.
stjohns_college@umanitoba.ca
________________________________

HURON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
London, Ontario Whether you're seek-
ing personal development, a critical
graduate research environment, or
ministry skills for ordination, Huron
can accommodate your needs.
Affiliated with The University of
Western Ontario, the Faculty of
Theology is ATS accredited.  Offering:
B.Th., M.Div., MTS, MA degrees; Lay
Certificate; and spring or summer
youth program, "Ask & Imagine."
For info:  Dean of Theology, 1349
Western Rd., London, ON, N6G 1H3.
Email: srice@uwo.ca 
Phone: (519) 438-7224, X289. 
Web: www.huronuc.ca
________________________________

SAINT PAUL UNIVERSITY
Faculty of Theology
ANGLICAN STUDIES PROGRAM
Academic and pastoral formation take
place in the unique setting of a Roman
Catholic University with a crosscultur-
al, bilingual milieu. The program pre-
pares candidates for both lay and
ordained ministries in the Anglican
Church. Academic formation is pur-
sued through the undergraduate civil
Bachelor of  Theology (B.Th.) and the
Master in Pastoral Theology (M.P.Th.)
Programs of the Faculty of Theology.
The Faculty also offers an eight-course
certificate in Anglican Studies.
Director: Prof. Kevin Flynn, 223 Main,
Ottawa, ON K1S 1C4
Phone: 613-236-1393, Ext. 2427
anglicanstudies@ustpaul.ca
www.ustpaul.ca
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EDWARDS
GLASS COMPANY LTD.

• custom designed 
memorial windows

• traditional - contemporary
• releading & restoration 

• storm glazing
• custom woodworking

enquiries invited

471 Newbold Street, 
London, Ont. N6E 1K4
(519) 649-7225 
Fax: (519) 649-7226
www.edwardsglass.net

Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society

ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN 
IN STAINED GLASS

(905) 669-4244

UNIT #6, 8481 KEELE STREET
CONCORD, ONTARIO L4K 1Z7

Established 1920
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COLLEGE OF EMMANUEL 
AND ST. CHAD
Member of the Saskatoon Theological
Union, affiliated with the University of
Saskatchewan. Founded in 1879 as
the first university in northwestern
Canada, Emmanuel and St. Chad
offers a challenging theological cur-
riculum focused on Anglican found-
ations, depth of Bible study, and solid
community formation for strong con-
gregational leadership in a changing
world. Be part of the only ecumenical
theological school in Canada where
Anglicans and Lutherans study and
worship together on the same campus.
Degrees offered: B.Th., M.T.S., M.Div.,
S.T.M., some courses available on-line.
Principal: Dr. Walter Deller, 
114 Seminary Crescent, Saskatoon, SK
S7N 0X3; Phone: (306) 975-3753; 
Fax: (306) 934-2683; 
E-mail: colleen.walker@usask.ca; 
Website: www.usask.ca/stu/emmanuel
________________________________

RENISON COLLEGE, University of
Waterloo, Waterloo, Ontario
Give your child the best in education
and resident life. Residences provide a
family atmosphere and build commu-
nity spirit. Rooms are spacious, com-
fortable, with modern conveniences,
such as Internet hook-ups. General
and Honours BA programs in Arts and
Social Development. Honours
Bachelor of Social Work. Asian Studies
and ESL programs. 
For further information contact
519.884.4404 ext. 610 for residence 
or ext. 633 for program. 
www.renison.uwaterloo.ca
________________________________

MONTREAL DIOCESAN 
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE, affiliated
with McGILL UNIVERSITY and a 
member of the ecumenical MONTREAL
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY, is a commu-
nity of scholars and ministers offering
programs designed to help students
develop theological depth, grow in
spiritual maturity and exercise pastoral
leadership. Programs lead to L.Th.,
B.Th., Dip.Min. and M.Div. L.Th. may
be combined with distance education.
Certificate in Theology available
through home study. Advanced
degrees (S.T.M., M.A., Ph.D.) offered
through McGill. Located in downtown
Montreal. Residence and apartments
for students and visitors. For informa-
tion, please contact : The Principal,
3473 University St., Montreal, Quebec 
H3A 2A8. (514) 849-3004. 
www.montreal.anglican.org/mdtc.

Robert
McCausland

Limited
Artists & Craftsmen of

Stained Glass since 1856
TRADITIONAL OR 
CONTEMPORARY 

ORIGINAL DESIGNS
EXPERT RESTORATIONS 

AND REPAIRS

Email: mccausland@sprynet.com
Website: www.eternalglass.com

30 Chauncey Ave.,
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2Z4

Telephone (416) 233-9530
Fax (416) 234-5450

Call Toll Free
1-800-563-1555

MR L

CONFLICT MANAGEMENT FOR
FAITH COMMUNITIES
Institute of Peace and Conflict
Studies, Waterloo, Ontario
Yes, there is conflict in faith communi-
ties! How well is it addressed in your
church community? Take skill-building
workshops and gain confidence to
deal with conflict in creative and posi-
tive ways. Topics include understand-
ing conflict, spiritual practices and
healing rituals for conflict resolution,
mediation, racism, facilitation skills,
and theological perspectives. Take
workshops for interest only or obtain a
Certificate in Conflict Management for
Faith Communities. Clergy receive a
10% discount. 519-885-0220 ext. 24254
certprog@uwaterloo.ca
grebel.uwaterloo.ca/certificate
________________________________

TRINITY COLLEGE SCHOOL,
Port Hope, ON is one of the most
well-established coeducational, inde-
pendent schools in Canada. Since
1865, TCS has built a reputation of
high academic standards, small class
sizes, an international flavour, and a
devoted, caring faculty. TCS prides
itself on maintaining a unique balance
between tradition and progressiveness.
From Latin classes and daily chapel
services to wireless Internet and the
annual Mexican vs. Caribbean Islander
hockey game, it’s a community that
allows young people to find their pas-
sions and challenge the ordinary.
Education is the most valuable invest-
ment and ultimately, TCS is the invest-
ment of a lifetime. To set up a visit or
obtain more information, please con-
tact Admissions Office at 905-885-
3209 or Email: admissions@tcs.on.ca
________________________________

THORNELOE UNIVERSITY
Sudbury, Ontario An innovative and
thriving Anglican College within
Laurentian University, our Fine Arts,
Classics, Theatre Arts, Women’s
Studies, and Religious Studies pro-
grammes lead to Laurentian University
degrees. We also offer Theology at the
Bachelor’s and Diploma level.
Programmes on campus and by dis-
tance education. Call for details and a
course calendar. Information: The
Provost, Thorneloe University, Ramsey
Lake Road, Sudbury, ON P3E 2C6. 
1-866-846-7635 Fax: (705) 673- 4979.
E-mail: thorneprov@laurentian.ca Web
site: http://thorneloe.laurentian.ca/
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Windsor, Ontario (affiliated with the
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Doctorate of Ministry Programme for
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and enrichment. The College provides
accommodation for any student of the
university in 102 single rooms in 11
furnished houses and for married stu-
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and the best food on campus. College
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accessible theological education at the
M.Div. level: a Diploma in Applied
Theology and an Advanced Certificate
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HURON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
London, Ontario Whether you're seek-
ing personal development, a critical
graduate research environment, or
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can accommodate your needs.
Affiliated with The University of
Western Ontario, the Faculty of
Theology is ATS accredited.  Offering:
B.Th., M.Div., MTS, MA degrees; Lay
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Faculty of Theology
ANGLICAN STUDIES PROGRAM
Academic and pastoral formation take
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stained glass

A Bishop’s Wife: The Road Less 
Travelled: A Biography of Ann 
Shepherd (1928–2016), compiled 
and illustrated by her daughter Mary 
Shepherd, is now in print. This com-
pelling collection of letters, interviews 
and stories spanning eight decades, 
chronicles her wise words, wild 
fashions and her time as “Bishop’s 
Assistant”. She navigated the road 
“less travelled” with all its adventures 
and challenges with wit, wisdom and 
faith and wowed the critics at every 
stop! 
The book can be ordered by  
contacting her daughter at:  
marymathilda@hotmail.com or  
(514) 487-0126.

book
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current month

vocations

      ARE YOU SEEKING  
COMMUNITY?

Join the Sisters of St. John  
the Divine (Anglican) for a  
life of love, prayer, and service.
contact: vocations@ssjd.ca

www.ssjd.ca

January to May

June to Dec

                IS GOD CALLING YOU  
     TO GO DEEPER?

Join the Sisters of St. John  
the Divine (Anglican) for a  
life of love, prayer, and service.
contact: vocations@ssjd.ca

www.ssjd.ca
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anniversary

Holy Trinity Anglican Church 
Winnipeg is celebrating its 150th 
Anniversary November 2018.
Church service and reception: 
November 4 at 1:00 p.m 
Historical/archival display:  
November 4 to 10 
Parish lunch: November 10, 2018
For more information please 
contact mari2@mymts.net  
Phone (204) 391-1301

for rent
Anglican family in Palm Desert,
California and close to St  
Margarets Church has 3-bedroom,  
3-bath condo for rent for Christ-
mas, New Year and the season. 
South facing with the sun all day 
looking across double fairway to the 
mountains. Email: krjesson@cs.com

faith books

The ten-grade level non-denomi-
national Mustard Seed Series  
Christian Faith Formation  
Curriculum is now available in 
print from Amazon and digitally 
from Curriculum Development 
Associates, Inc.   
Visit mustardseedseries.com  
for more information.

Baltic Adventure
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia
May 20, 2019 • 15 Days • 25 Meals
From $3,445pp land only double

Norway, Land of the Midnight Sun
Hurtigruten • ms Nordnorge
May 20, 2019 • 16 Days • 39 Meals
Outside Stateroom from 
$7,085pp land/cruise only double

Iceland, Land of Ice and Fire
May 31, 2019 • 11 Days • 20 Meals
From $6,125pp land only double
 
Iceland, Shetland and Faroe Islands
Voyages to Antiquity • mv Aegean Odyssey
July 27, 2019 • 19 Days • 44 Meals
Outside Staterooms from
$7,235pp land/cruise only double
 

EXPERIENCE OUR WORLD
Unique and Enriching Travel Experiences
Inclusive Escorted Journeys • Diverse Destinations

www.craigtravel.com/aj
1-800-387-8890 • journeys@craigtravel.com
1092 Mt. Pleasant Road, Toronto, ON M4P 2M6
 

Book

early and Save

$200* - $2,580pp**

*Save $200pp book and deposit by: Iceland, Shetland and Faroe Islands Nov 30/18; Baltic Adventure 
Dec 20/18; Norway Jan 31/19; Legends of Scandinavia Feb 28/19; Iceland, Land of Ice and Fire Mar 29/19
**Iceland Land of Vikings price shown includes savings of $810pp for Cat P. Savings of $2,580pp are 
based on single occupancy in Cat D outside stateroom. Conditions apply. Contact Craig Travel for full details.

Legends of Scandinavia
Norway, Denmark, Sweden and Finland
July 3, 2019 • 14 Days • 22 Meals
From $5,285pp land only double

Iceland, Land of Vikings
Iceland ProCruises • ms Ocean Diamond
August 30, 2019 • 11 Days • 27 Meals
Outside Staterooms from
$4,985pp cruise only double
 

physically abusive father; Trace Adkins, as 
his gruff agent; and Nicole DuPort, as the 
Christian singer Amy Grant. 

* * *
A Wrinkle in Time, which sends children 
on a trans-dimensional journey to find 
their missing father, is a disappointment. 
The 1962 novel by Madeleine L’Engle 
is a classic about love, family, courage 
and self-acceptance. And director Ava 
DuVernay did first-rate work with 2014’s 
Selma. But authenticity is missing here, in 
a film hampered by inconsistent casting 
(the actors playing the young siblings are 
awkward), an overreliance on effects and 
a misreading of the story as an action 
piece, when it is actually anchored in 
relationships—the bonds that tie us to-
gether through thick and thin. It inflates 
the potency of evil. (“The only thing 
faster than light is the darkness.”) And the 
heart of the story, which is about grace, 
is neglected: “What if we are here for a 
reason? What if we are part of something 
truly divine?”  g

John Arkelian is an award-winning author 
and journalist. 

Copyright © 2018 by John Arkelian

* * *
In God’s Not Dead: A Light in Darkness, 
a historic church situated on a secular 
university campus is no longer welcome. 
Its pastor fights the attempt at expropria-
tion; things escalate. The minister is jailed 
for refusing to hand over transcripts of his 
sermons, though what is so controversial 
about their contents is never revealed. The 
result is artificial (real people don’t talk like 
this), heavy-handed and didactic. It sug-
gests that organized religion is under attack 
by secular foes; but, so far (in the West, at 
least), that’s a hyperbolic premise. There’s 
a message here about forgiveness, humility 
and healing, but the film is slow to reach 
those self-evident conclusions. The writing 
and cast are uneven, with the standout 
(the engaging John Corbett) unexpectedly 
being a character who has lost his faith.

* * *
I Can Only Imagine is based on the true 
story of the lead singer for MercyMe, a 
Christian music band that struck a chord 
with the song that gives the film its title. It’s 
well-intentioned stuff—about turning pain 
to inspiration. But its protagonist  
(J. Michael Finley’s Bart Millard) is dull. 
The story gets much more emotional 
traction from others:  Dennis Quaid, as his 

John Arkelian
reviewer

Seeking intimations of grace at the 
movies can be hit-and-miss. Films 
that overtly address faith typically 

have a proselytizing agenda, and their 
preoccupation with preaching usually gets 
in the way of good storytelling. Four recent 
movies touch on aspects of grace: three are 
explicitly Christian in perspective, while 
the fourth is implicitly grounded in faith.

* * *
The best of the quartet is Paul, Apostle of 
Christ. It’s the year 67 AD, and the apostle 
Paul (James Faulkner) is imprisoned in 
Rome, awaiting death, while the Christian 
community there is facing brutal perse-
cution. Into this fraught, perilous setting 
comes the apostle Luke (Jim Caviezel, who 
played the lead in 2004’s The Passion of the 
Christ); he ministers to the beleaguered 
flock and visits Paul in prison to comfort 
his mentor while recording his story for 
posterity. Paul has unshakeable faith; he 
will not respond to violence and hate with 
more of the same. His strength and Luke’s 
gentleness are admirable without seem-
ing artificial. Solid performances, and a 
message that feels unforced, combine to 
pleasing result.

Intimations of grace at the moviesARTS AND 
CULTURE4

MOVIE  
REVIEW

PAUL, APOSTLE 
OF CHRIST
1 h 48 min 

PG-13
* * * * *

GOD’S NOT 
DEAD: A Light in 

Darkness
1 h 45 min 

PG
* * * * *

I CAN ONLY 
IMAGINE
110 min 

PG
* * * * *

A WRINKLE IN 
TIME

1 h 49 min 
PG-13

* * * * *

photos: contributed
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Because of you

Donate or find out more at anglican.ca/giving

AJ010-18
I WANT TO SUPPORT GIVING WITH GRACE THROUGH A 
ONE-TIME DONATION OF:

 $20  $35  $50  $100  $250

 Other $

I WANT TO SUPPORT GIVING WITH GRACE THROUGH A 
MONTHLY DONATION OF:

 $10  $20  $35  $50  $100

 Other $

I understand that I can increase, decrease or stop this 
arrangement at any time by calling 1-866-924-9192 ext. 326 or 
emailing glanca@national.anglican.ca. I also understand my 
monthly donation will continue automatically each month until 
I notify Giving with Grace of my wish to stop.
 Tax receipts are issued for all donations of $10 or more. One 
consolidated tax receipt is issued for monthly donations at the 
end of the year.

Charitable Registration No. 108082835RR0001

I AUTHORIZE GIVING WITH GRACE TO:

 Debit my chequing account on the
   1st day of each month or  16th day of each month
   I have enclosed a cheque marked “VOID.””
 Please debit at month’s end my:    

CARD NUMBER EXPIRY DATE

NAME ON CARD PHONE

SIGNATURE DATE 

ADDRESS CITY

PROVINCE/TERRITORY POSTAL CODE

The General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada
80 Hayden Street, Toronto, ON  M4Y 3G2
416-924-9192 | 1-866-924-9192 | www.anglican.ca
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