
children in a traditional, 
almost hunter-gatherer setting. 
“It was a wonderful life. Most 
of our food came from the land 
and the sea,” he recalls. “My 
dad hunted and fished; my 
mother gathered berries and 
sewed. Others in the village 
did beadwork and worked in 
sealskin or caribou hide.” 

Though amenities were 
scarce, Russell felt fulfilled. “I 
was always busy, and there was 
no sense of inequality in the 
community.”

After high school in Port 
Hope Simpson, Russell gradu-
ated in the late 1980s in clas-
sics and history from Memorial 
University in St. John’s. But 
instead of taking the obvious 
teaching path, he became 
a social and employment 

See Todd, p. 10
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With the marking of ashen crosses on the foreheads of the faithful, Ash Wednesday, March 5, ushers in the sombre 40 days of Lent that prepare Christians for Holy Week and the great joy of the 
resurrection. Explore opportunities to learn and reflect during this season of penitence, prayer and contemplation, pages 2 and 3.

Diana SwiFT

From his driving, hard-rhotic 
accent to his fishing-and-hunt-
ing boyhood—not to mention 
summers working fish plants 
and oil tankers—Todd Russell 
is a Labradorian, through and 
through.

He is also a Métis of Inuit 
lineage, a classical languages 
grad, past co-chair of the An-
glican Council of Indigenous 
Peoples (ACIP) and a former 
Liberal MP. Currently, Russell 
is president of the NunatuKa-
vut  (“Our Ancestral Land”) 
Community Council (NCC), 
representing about 6,000 south 
Labrador Inuit. Before the de-
cade is out, he may also be an 
Anglican priest. “I have felt the 
calling. It may be serving the 
church as a priest or in some 

the  
journey  
begins

russell: true son of the land

other formal role,” says Russell, 
who has two more years to go 
in his presidency of the NCC, 
which advocates for the rights 
of people in the unrecognized 
Inuit territory.

Born in 1966 in the one-
phone, no-roads village of 
William’s Harbour, Russell 
grew up as the eldest of six 

nunatukavut

todd russell

justice camp  
to focus on land
Land—and its connec-
tion to social justice and 
faith—will be the focus 
of the seventh national 
justice camp, to be hosted 
by the Anglican diocese of 
Edmonton Aug. 15 to 21. 
About 100 participants 
from Anglican and Lu-
theran churches and other 
faith communities have 
been invited to take part 
in immersion sessions 
about issues relevant to 
the province of Alberta, 
including oil, preservation 

of national parks, food, 
farming, healing, homeless-
ness and reconciliation 
with aboriginal people.

In the scriptures, land 
is always linked to com-
munity, said the Rev. Rick 
Chapman, chair of the 2014 
justice camp, when asked 
why land was chosen as a 
focus for the gathering. The 
overall theme of the camp 
is “For the Lord your God 
is bringing you into a good 
land” (Deut. 8:7).

See Reimagine, p. 11
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seasonal

40 days to easter
LEnT
Derived from the old Eng-
lish word for “lengthen” 
(as do the days in spring), 
Lent is the 40-day period of 
prayer, penitence and pon-
dering before Easter. Start-
ing on Ash Wednesday, the 
seventh Wednesday before 
Resurrection Sunday, it 
commemorates Christ’s 
period of deprivation and 
sacrifice in the desert and 
recalls the events leading 
to his crucifixion. Strict ob-
servers of Lententide may 
observe intervals of fasting 
or at least abstain from fes-
tivities, certain foods and 
other indulgences, giving 
the money saved to charity. 
Lent’s liturgical colour is a 
sombre purple, recalling the royal robe the Roman soldiers 
mockingly placed on Jesus.

ShROvE TuESDay (PanCakE Day) 
On the day before Ash Wednesday, Christians tradition-
ally would go to their confessor to be shriven. After being 
absolved (shrove), they would mark the day by indulging 
in—for the last time before Easter—richer foods given up 
for Lent, such as eggs, fats, sugar, milk, meat and fish. With 
the addition of some flour, a batch of pancakes made a 
thrifty catchall for a household’s pre-Lenten store of sugar, 
milk and eggs. As for pancake races, legend has it that a 
15th-century woman was frying pancakes when she heard 
the tolling of the shriving bell. Off she raced to confes-
sion—apron, pan, pancakes and all.

aSh wEDnESDay 
Rooted in Old Testa-
ment precedent (Job 
42:6), ashes are worn as 
symbols of sin, sorrow 
and repentance. Lenten 
ashes are made by burning 
frond crosses blessed in 
the previous year’s Palm 
Sunday celebrations and 
are sometimes mixed with 
anointing oil. As presiders 
place ashes in the shape of 
a cross on the foreheads 
of congregants, they say, 
“Remember, that thou art 
dust, and to dust thou shalt 
return.” These words are a 
reminder of human ephem-

erality and of the Genesis account of God’s breathing life 
into dust. For some, the ashen cross may also symbolize 
the way Christ’s crucifixion replaced Old Testament burnt 
offerings as atonement for human sin.  

—Diana SwiFT

nancy bauer

the stations of the cross are a 
traditional lenten observance.

For Anglicans considering how to observe 
Lent this year, the Anglican Church of 
Canada is offering two online resources—
one, a study of the Gospel of John, and the 
other, a study of baptismal identity.

Love life: Living the gospel of love is a 
Lenten video series produced by the broth-
ers of the Society of St. John the Evangelist 
(SSJE) for the Anglican Church of Canada. 
Starting on Ash Wednesday, March 5, those 
who subscribe on anglican.ca/lent2014 
will receive daily emails that will include a 
short video and thought-provoking ques-
tion to ponder during the day. 

The Anglican Journal asked why the 
Gospel of John is particularly apt for 
Lenten study. According to Br. Geoffrey 
Tristram, superior of the SSJE: “The inten-
tion and focus that people bring to observ-
ing Lenten practices makes Lent an ideal 
time for engaging deeply with the Gospel 
of John and its invitation to abundant life. 
After all, any Lenten practice, at heart, is 
not about curbing habits or developing 
spiritual disciplines for their own sake, but 
about freeing us up to hear and respond to 
God’s endless call of love.”

Jesse Dymond, the General Synod’s 
online community co-ordinator, said that 
Archbishop Fred Hiltz, primate of the 
Anglican Church of Canada, recommended 
working with the brothers after he returned 
from a retreat at SSJE in 2013. “We’ve 
made an effort over the last few years every 
Advent and Lent to look at a parish or a 
ministry in different parts of the church, 
and it was a great way to bring in a voice 
we don’t usually hear,” he explained.

Becoming the Story We Tell: renewing 
our commitment to Christ crucified and 
risen is the other online resource that 
the national church has developed for 
Lenten study. It is available at anglican.ca/
becoming.

The resource had its beginnings with 
a 2012 task force examining questions 

about Christian hospitality and “open 
table”—inviting those who are not baptized 
to communion—and expanded to a broader 
consideration of baptismal identity. 

Dymond said he thinks the study will 
help Anglicans “ask some serious ques-
tions not just about spirituality and the 
Christian life and the Lenten journey but 
to say who are we as Anglicans, what is it 
that we are committed to, how does that 
manifest itself in our worship, whether that 
is congregational worship or the daily lives 
that we are living.”

He added that an online discussion site 
will be set up on anglican.ca, and Anglicans 
across the country will be invited to join 
in a larger national discussion with other 
Anglicans.

Both resources are very useful, said 
Dymond. “I could see a parish using both 
in tandem actually, with separate groups.” 

The Primate’s World Relief and Devel-
opment Fund (PWRDF) is also offering a 
Lenten study that focuses on the issues of 
food security in relation to baptismal vows. 
“Our prayers will focus on celebrating our 
own privileged situation, acknowledging 
our ignorance about our less fortunate 
neighbours and expressing gratitude for 
the food security work of PWRDF,” accord-
ing to the series’ online introduction. “Our 
actions will focus on learning more about 
our own relationship with food as an ex-
pression of our faith. Our giving will invite 
us into financial commitment, as we are 
able, to support the ongoing food security 
efforts of PWRDF partners.” It is available 
on the annual resources page of pwrdf.org.

Kairos, an ecumenical social justice 
organization supported by the Anglican 
Church of Canada, also has an online  
weekly lectionary-based reflection series 
on kairoscanada.org called Spirited Reflec-
tions, which will reflect Lenten themes.

—LEiGh annE wiLLiaMS

curtis almquist, ssje 

the lenten series Love life: Living the gospel of love produced by the society of st. john the evangelist (ssje) 
focuses on the gospel’s invitation to “abundant life.”  

michael puche

competitors participate in the Great spitalfield pancake race  in 
london, england.

istockphoto

palm crosses from the 
previous year are burned to 
create the ashes.

Making space to engage deeply
A variety of Lenten resources offered online
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Bequests really make a difference
James has been richly blessed by God.  He has a wonderful 

extended family, many close friends and good health. 
He retired a few years ago after a fulfilling career and now 
spends many hours each week as a volunteer serving his 
parish church as a warden. He has learned over the years 
that many of his fellow parishioners have been very generous 
in their support of the work of God through the church and 
wants to follow their splendid example.
 James visited a lawyer friend recently and revised his will.  
In addition to providing bequests for his grandchildren’s 
education, he has decided to name his parish as a 

beneficiary as well. In fact, he has decided to provide a tithe, 
or ten percent, of his estate to his parish church, continuing 
what he practises every Sunday as a commited tither.  
He has encouraged his friends to consider doing the same.   
 James recently heard a gift planner quote St. Catherine 
of Siena’s thoughtful remark — “Consider your possessions 
loaned to you by God” — and realised that in thanksgiving 
to God, he really should do something about this advice.  
After all, his generosity will make a very significant difference 
in the life and work of his church for years to come, and for 
James, that is important.

For more information about gift planning, and the various ways of making a gift  
for the work of God, please contact:

Archdeacon John M. Robertson, 
Senior Gift Planning Officer, Resources for Mission
General Synod of The Anglican Church of Canada

80 Hayden St., Toronto, ON M4Y 3G2  
Telephone 416.924.9199 ext. 268 • Toll-free 1.888.439.GIFT (4438)  

Kingston home study: 613.384.5608 • Email: jrobertson@national.anglican.ca

Serving parishes, dioceses, General Synod, and our national partners

reflection

MiChaEL ThOMPSOn

After a while, the  
  thread of truth, the  
    rhythm of life and 

death, the visceral loneli-
ness—after a while they are 
impossible to ignore. Stand-
ing, kneeling, the liturgy of 
ashes gets personal, as the 
sign of our origin and our end 
smears the foreheads of the 
faithful: “Remember, you are 
dust, and to dust you shall 
return” (Genesis 3:19). 

Every year, I have been 
mindful of the one or two 
death has taken away from 
us, from me, from the life of 
this world. The faces of those 
who are past reminding, no 
longer beside or among us. In 
their absence, in that empti-
ness, we encounter the lonely 
truth of our mortality, of our 
losses and endings, of the 
commonwealth of tears. 

Those tears could fill a 

font. So in our baptism we 
plunge into them, plunge 
into that font of tears, into 
the place where, as Canadian 
singer Bruce Cockburn sings, 
“Everyone gets the chance 
to be…nothing.” Down into 
the water we go for dying, for 
drowning in the apparently 
endless capacity of this world 
to generate death. Clinton, 
Elspeth, Hanna, Donald, 
Anne, Susan, David, Jeffrey, 
John, Catherine, Sid, Rody, 
Bill, Liz, Pamela, Kathy, Bob, 
Elizabeth…Each of them died 
between one Ash Wednesday 
and the next, and their deaths 
gave us tears to fill a font. 
And if those tears were not 
enough, there are the tears 
of children—crying through 
their first night in the 
residential schools, crying 
as their parents succumb to 
AIDS, crying with hunger. 
Ample tears. 

And ashes, mountains of 

ashes, of death, of pain and 
oblivion visited on children 
and old people, and everyone 
in between. Syria, Sudan, 
Bangladesh, Congo. The   
bonescapes of mass murder 
and the nameless dead. 
Between any Ash Wednesday 
and the next, the world offers 
ample new ashes to smear 
across our faces. 

Lent, season of tears and 
ashes, time to take heed of 
what happens between one 
Ash Wednesday and the next, 
to what happens in any year, 
has happened in all the years 
that God has given and we 
creatures have spent. Lent, 
our season of humility, of 
undefended mute helpless-
ness against the tears and 
ashes of yet another year. 
Season in the life of Jesus, 
too, who meets us in tears 
and ashes—the costliest ever 
and most generous kindness. 
Jesus, whose death com-

pletes the promise he made 
in baptism, to plunge into the 
font of tears and meet us in 
its silence.

With Jesus in that silence 
we begin to hear first faint 
notes of an approaching 
promise. A promise for Clin-
ton, Elspeth, Hanna, Donald, 
Anne, Susan, David, Jeffrey, 
John, Catherine, Sid, Rody, 
Bill, Liz, Pamela, Kathy, Bob, 
Elizabeth. For Syria, Sudan, 
Bangladesh, Congo. A prom-
ise for all the aching hearts 
who long for something 
other than tears and ashes. A 
promise made in the Jordan 
and kept at Golgotha, to meet 
us, to wipe away every tear, 
to give a garland instead of 
ashes, to lead us to creation’s 
homecoming and our own.

ThE vEn. DR. MiChaEL 
ThOMPSOn is general secretary 
of the Anglican Church of 
Canada. 

lenT 
time to 
take heed
A season of tears and ashes— 
a promise for all aching hearts

patrimonio designs ltd
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a .   P a u L   F E h E L E y 

In the foreword to the book entitled Au-
dacious Anglicans, written by Canadians 
Ralph Moore and the late Gerald Rayner, 
Rowan Williams, the former Archbishop 
of Canterbury, wrote:

“What the Body of Christ really is 
only appears as you tell the stories of 
how he has been real in this or that 
specific life…We need these human nar-
ratives. They show us what it means to 
be Christ-like in the difficult and diverse 
settings of a world where real disciple-
ship is itself always controversial and 
often unwelcome.” 

One of the compelling stories in the 
book that illustrates beautifully Arch-
bishop Rowan’s words is that of Florence 
Li Tim-Oi. On January 25, 1944, Bishop 
Ronald Hall, discerning a match between 
wartime need and a uniquely gifted 
person, ordained the humble Hong-
Kong-born Li Tim-Oi, the church’s first 
woman priest.

In celebrating the 70th anniversary 
of her ordination, I am reminded of 
the enormous price that she paid. Her 

ordination was 
condemned 
by Archbishop 
of Canterbury 

Geoffrey Fisher, The Church of England, 
the Lambeth Conference of 1948 and the 
Chinese House of Bishops. Her response 
to all of this? As Rayner and Moore put 
it, “With her characteristic humility 
she surrendered her license. With her 
characteristic tenacity she maintained 
her priestly status for life.” In 1979, 
Tim-Oi was once again able to exercise 
her priestly ministry within the Anglican 
Church of Canada, and she spent her last 
years in Toronto.

The Windsor Report in 2004 retold 
the story of Li Tim-Oi’s ordination to 
the priesthood as an example of mutual 

discernment and decision making within 
the Anglican Communion. The now 
retired diocese of Toronto Bishop Ann 
Tottenham took such umbrage with that 
section of the report that she wrote in her 
2005 A Reflection on the Windsor Report: 
“In fact, this section is a breath-taking 
re-writing of Anglican history that few 
women would recognize.” She continues, 
“In light of her lonely suffering and 
rejection by the Anglican Communion, 
the use of Tim-Oi’s experience as an 
example of the effective working of the 
various ‘Instruments of Unity’ shows, to 
say the least, disrespect for a courageous 
woman...The real lesson derived from the 
story of the ordination of women is that 
when unity and fellowship become the 
first priority for the Church the result is 

the endless postponement of decision-
making and the inequitable treatment 
of those most closely involved with the 
issue.”

While Li Tim-Oi’s ministry as a 
priest in Canada was significant and 
historic, the church here should not get 
too puffed up about the role of women in 
the church. Our feature on pages 6 and 
7 highlights some of the challenges that 
women clergy still encounter in Canada. 
Within the Anglican Communion, some 
provinces still forbid the ordination of 
women and debate continues over allow-
ing women to be bishops. 

Who are today’s Florence Li Tim-Oi’s? 
Her personal struggles may have ended 
years ago, but the reality is that there 
are others like her, who face barriers and 
resistance when they try to respond to 
what God is calling them to do and to 
be. What gifts and talents is the church 
missing as a result, and most importantly, 
how will the church respond? 

aRChDEaCOn a. PauL FEhELEy  
is interim managing editor of the  
Anglican Journal.  

“With her characteristic humility she 
surrendered her license. With her 
characteristic tenacity she maintained 

her priestly status for life.
—Audacious Anglicans
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letters
haRPER’S TRiP TO iSRaEL
The list of Christian representatives on 
Stephen Harper’s recent trip to Israel 
is significant both for those included 
and those omitted. On board were 
representatives of evangelical groups 
that, for their own theological reasons, 
strongly reflect Harper’s enthusiastic 
support of Israel. Notably absent 
were any representatives of mainline 
churches who apparently were not 
consulted or invited if the experience 
of the Anglican church is typical. 
These churches not only support Israel 
but also the human rights and dignity 
of the Palestinians. Harper appears 
to show little if any concern for those 
rights. 

A pro-Israel stand? Yes—but a pro-
Palestine position as well. That is the 
only way forward on the path to peace 
in the Middle East.
duncan abraham
Toronto

PRiORiTy: FunDRaiSinG?
What an unfortunate headline! [Prior-
ity: fundraising, Jan. 2014, p. 6]. It 
can’t be right. Surely I misread it! Did 
the Council of General Synod (CoGS) 
really tell Resources for Mission folk 
that their top priority is fundraising? 
They could not possibly have meant 

that—not after all the efforts of the 
department of mission resources 
and national church staff spent in 
time, energy and, yes, money to raise  
awareness of the Marks of Mission, 
and assisting dioceses across Canada 
in developing a holistic approach to 
year-round stewardship.

This is not fundraising. This is 
responding to the gospel challenge 
to “seek first the Kingdom.” That is 
the priority. That is responding to 
the biblical reality that all we have, 
and all we are, already belong to God, 
and stewardship is the way disciples 
respond to that reality. 

The Anglican Journal must have got 
it wrong, or else CoGs did. Either would 
be unfortunate and disappointing.
+douglas hambidge
Vancouver 

GOD’S GRaCE
I was a registered nurse for at least 
20 years. In that time, I was present 
as people’s spirits left their bodies. 
Each time there was a sense of 
peacefulness and gratefulness that I 
could be a part of this. Yet, when my 
father got a diagnosis of terminal 
illness, I was overcome by fear of 
the ramifications. What about pain, 
shortness of breath, weakness?  
Finally, in my battle, I found Psalm 
25:2: “O my God, I trust in You. Let me 
not be ashamed, let not my enemies 
triumph over me.”

In my dad’s conversation and 
countenance there was no fear. He 
knew the Lord was with him, and 
passed peacefully into eternal life. 

Perhaps this conversation about 
assisted suicide [‘A time to be born, 
and a time to die,’ Nov. 2013, p. 4] has 
to do with fear. Yet God can give us 
strength to overcome the fear, and 
grace to face the end in God’s time. 
sharon Barrett
elora, Ont.

LET’S SET GOaLS
I heartily endorse Bishop Jane Alex-
ander’s sentiment that “words are not 
enough” on the issue of homelessness 
and the provision of affordable housing 
in Canada [Words are not enough, Jan. 
2014, p. 1].

I would be excited and proud if our 
national church would set some tangible 
goals in that regard: e.g., in this trien-
nium, one-third of our dioceses will 
pursue at least one affordable housing 
project, and/or at least one-quarter of 
all property sales will be directed to 
or enable affordable housing develop-
ments. If such goals are to be realized 
without painful experiences, we need as a 
national church to intentionally increase 
our capacity to be proponents and 
partners in such developments. We need 
opportunities to develop our skills, share 
our stories, hone our theology and create 
partners and networks of support for this 
work. Exemplary stewardship of the land 
that we own for the common good should 
be part of our church’s gospel witness. 
the rev. canon dr. cathy campbell
Winnipeg

The Anglican Journal welcomes letters to the 
editor. Since not all letters can be published, 
preference is generally given to shorter 
correspondence. All letters are subject to editing.
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Don’s love of the Book of 
Common Prayer should be re-
spected, and is shared by many 
loyal churchgoers for whom 
there is no alternative to the 
Book of Alternative Services. He 
should be admired for speaking 
out, as should those who want to 
see parallel innovative, informal 
services as a first step for people 
willing to try church again or for 
the first time.

With relentless secularism, 
Christianity increasingly risks 
being seen by the population 
as largely irrelevant to modern 
sophisticated society. We 
need to surprise and interest 
ordinary folk and have them 
think or rethink their attitudes 
to Christian beliefs and church-
going. In our modern society, 
famous people have tremendous 
influence, so the more the 
Christian beliefs of those such 
as Don are publicized, the more 
fertile ground we people who 
work in the parishes will have to 
sow seeds in.
douglas hamilton
erin, Ont.

FOCuS On  
huMan RiGhTS 
I would like to commend 
Archbishop Fred Hiltz for 
signing the Human Rights 
Day statement on refugee 
treatment. The primate joins 
other prominent Canadians 

who say that “Canada can 
and must do better.” 

With seven dioceses holding 
refugee sponsorship agree-
ments with the federal govern-
ment, the Anglican Church of 
Canada has unique credibility 
on this issue. Those working 
with refugee claimants know 
firsthand the human impacts 
from recent changes to refugee 
policy: shortened timelines to 
collect paperwork, limits on 
appeals, drastic healthcare cuts, 
five-year bars on family reunifi-
cation and mandatory deten-
tion for some asylum seekers—       
including children. 

As of Jan. 1, 2014, new rules 
now preclude low- and middle-
income refugees from sponsor-
ing parents or grandparents 
to come to Canada, even 
though these lower-income 
individuals could benefit most 
from familial supports such 
as free child care. The next 
expected change from Citizen-
ship and Immigration Canada 
is a lowering of the age limit of 
a “dependent child” from 21 to 
18, meaning that a 19-year-old 
son or daughter could be the 
only family member left in a 
dangerous situation. 

Thank you to the primate for 
highlighting this important hu-
man rights issue at and within 
our borders. 
joe Gunn, executive director
Citizens for Public Justice

M a R k   M a C D O n a L D 

A good friend, an indigenous 
Anglican priest from Guatema-
la, recently made a powerfully 
perceptive state-
ment. Translated 
from Spanish, he 
said, “The gospel is 
friendly to our cul-
ture and life-ways.” 
This short sentence 
has a number of im-
portant dimensions.

At the simplest 
level, the gospel, 
in every aspect of 
human experience, 
is compassionate 
and directed to the 
well-being of all: “For God so 
loved…” (John 3:16). 

Beyond that, the gospel—
the Word made flesh in and 
through Jesus, the Word 
embodied—seeks expression in 
the local cultures and life-ways 
of every people. It is not a 
blanket endorsement of every 
aspect of human culture. While 
it challenges the many ways 
that human beings can distort 
and corrupt creation, it also 
reveals and fulfils the trajec-
tory of that Word in human 
community, culture and cre-
ation. The Word of God is both 
the path of creation and the 
essential frame of creation—its 
beginning, its way, its destiny. 
Since the beginning, the light 
and life of God have never 
been lost in history, humanity 
and creation, as it is said in 
the first chapter of the Gospel 
of John. This light and life 
sustained our ancestors, even 
before they knew the fullness 
of life in the gospel. It sustains 
us now.

Implicit in my friend’s 

statement is something else: 
a critical comment. The 
religious presentation by the 
churches has not always been 
friendly to all cultures and 

life-ways. Rather 
than revealing 
or promoting the 
embodiment of the 
Word, the colonial 
churches often 
imposed a culture 
that was anything 
but friendly, falsely 
assuming this 
could only be a 
great benefit. Now, 
through the help of 
the gospel, many of 
us are on a journey 

of healing.
Happily, though it is not 

well known in the general 
public in North America, the 
friendly work of the gospel is 
happening among indigenous 
peoples. Though this cul-
tural departure from Western 
Christianity may challenge 
some, it should delight many 
others, even those who are a 
part of quite different cultural 
communities. For, through 
the experience of indigenous 
peoples, it can be seen that the 
gospel is ready to transform or 
to be friendly to any culture, 
including the dominant 
modern culture and its life-
ways. The gospel is ready to be 
born in all the various cultures 
of modern life, even its most 
secularized expressions. 

The Good News is always 
working to transform us. Let us 
pray for open eyes and hearts 
to see it and receive it.

biShOP MaRk MaCDOnaLD  
is national indigenous bishop of the 
Anglican Church of Canada.

F R E D  h i L T z

In recent years I have come to deeply appreciate the 
rites of smudging conducted by indigenous peoples. 
From a pouch containing cedar, sweet grass, sage 
and tobacco, an elder draws a handful and places the 
mixture in a shell. He or she then kindles a flame and 
tends it with great patience. As the embers glow, a 
sweet-smelling smoke begins to rise. With the feather 
of an eagle, the fire is fanned and the smoke bellows.

As the elder greets every person coming into the 
assembly or moves around the sacred circle in which 
they have gathered, each one in simple gestures draws 
the smoke toward them—into their nostrils, across 
their eyes, around their ears and over their heads—
then toward their heart and around their upper body; 
then down their legs and around their feet.

This entire act is a rite of purification of body, mind 
and spirit in the service of the Creator.

As I think about this rite, I ask: isn’t that what Lent 
is all about—a clearing of our eyes, an opening of our 
ears, a renewing of our minds, a cleansing of our souls 

and a reorienting of our lives as 
stewards of God’s creation, fol-
lowers of Jesus and ambassadors 
of the compassion and peace he 
wills for all people?

While I appreciate the 
significance of imposing ashes 
at the outset of Lent, I have come 
to wonder if smudging might not 
be an equally powerful reminder 
of the true character of these 40 
days. I wonder what the impact 
might be if there was a ceremony 

of smudging on each Sunday in Lent—at the beginning 
of the liturgy or at the time of confession and intention 
“to lead the new life following the commandments of 
God and walking from henceforth in his holy ways” 
(Invitation to Confession, Book of Common Prayer, p. 
76).

Smudging is a gentle sign of our deep desire to live 
more fully the vows made in baptism, and more fully 
the prayer with which we enter this holy season: 

Thanks be to thee,
O Lord Jesus Christ,
for all the benefits 
thou hast given us;
for all the pains and insults 
thou hast borne for us.
O most merciful redeemer,
friend and brother,
may we know thee more clearly,
love thee more dearly,
and follow thee more nearly,
now and forever more.

—Richard, Bishop of Chichester, 1244–1253

aRChbiShOP FRED hiLTz is primate of the Anglican 
Church of Canada.

come and see

Smudging
MArks of Mission
share the good news  
teach new believers 
help people in need 
work to make things fairer 
look after the planet

marks of mission adapted from marketing the 
anglican way by roderick mackin

walking together

The friendly gospel
letters

FROnT-PaGE REaCTiOn
After receiving the Feb. edition of the An-
glican Journal I was really disappointed 
to see the profile of B.C. Premier Christy 
Clark buried on the next to last page of 
the newspaper. If there’s room for Don 
Cherry on the cover [Dec. 2013], there 
should have been room for Christy Clark, 
too. For a minute, the full-page photo of a 
brownie had me thinking my Chatelaine 
magazine had arrived early.
michelle hauser, napanee, Ont.

JuDGE nOT 
As a lifelong Anglican who 
for many years at different 
parishes has worked to increase 
church membership from out-
side (and am again), I was so 
happy to read the story of Don 
Cherry [The irreverent, reverent 
Don Cherry, Dec. 2013, p. 1], 
this widely respected, well-
known public figure, telling of 
his Christian beliefs. I wish it 
had been featured in national 
media, because the examples of 
people such as Don are likely 
to impress the outside world 
much more than the stories of 
lifelong Christian dedication, 
which are the inspiration to us 
Christians.

I have now been shocked by 
the condemnation of your cor-
respondents for featuring this 
story and by the swipe at Don’s 
love of the Book of Common 
Prayer.

 I don’t like hockey violence, 
but it is an intense, physical 
sport played by tough athletes, 
and Don supports this part of 
the game as well as the finer 
skills required. Does this make 
him a bad Christian? Can no 
hockey players or coaches be 
good Christians? Taking this 
view further, can no military 
people be good Christians 
or government employees in 
military support tasks? Can 
no boxers or wrestlers be good 
Christians? Can no police who 
might have to tazer or shoot be 
good Christians? Or how about 
bankers, financiers, oil com-
pany employees, hunters and 
more? We should rejoice that 
there are many good Christians 
in all walks of life, so let’s have 
no more condemnation from 
the “holier than thou’s.”

Jesus Christ would love 
all these Christians, many of 
whom find their faith decidedly 
more challenging than those in 
more peaceful circumstances.
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Two key moments relating to the 
ordination of women have been seared 
in the memory of the Rev. Dawn Leger, 
an associate priest at Christ Church 

Anglican in Stouffville, Ont. 
While pursuing her master’s of divinity 

degree at the Atlantic School of Theology in 
Halifax, Leger found that two of her classmates 
were retired nurses. “I remember being so moved 
and compelled by their stories because, unlike 
me, they had both wanted to join the priest-
hood from a really young age, but they couldn’t, 
because the church [then] wasn’t ordaining 
women,” says Leger. Once the Anglican Church 
of Canada began ordaining women in 1976, these 
nurses decided that as soon as they wrapped 
up their careers, they would go back to school—
which they did. 

Leger was ordained a priest in 2006, the 
same year that the Anglican Church of Canada 
celebrated the 30th anniversary of women’s 
ordination. The homilist, one of the first women 
to be ordained in the diocese of Nova Scotia and 
Prince Edward Island, recalled having guards on 
either side of her so that she could safely walk 
down the aisle. 

Hearing stories about the struggles of women 
clergy before her has made Leger wonder: 
“Would I have been so compelled? Could I have 
fought the fight?” 

Like Leger, the Rev. Riscylla Shaw, priest and 
pastor of Christ Church, Bolton, Ont., says she 
remains “very conscious” that where she and 
other young women clergy stand now was once 
“not an easy place to get to.” She remains thank-
ful to “those who led the way before us.” 

Thirty-eight years after the Canadian Anglican 
church began to ordain women and 70 years after 
the ordination of the Anglican Communion’s first 
female priest, Florence Li Tim-Oi, what do Leger, 
Shaw and other young clergy women like them 
think about the status of female priests within the 
Anglican Church of Canada? 

Maj. The Rev. Catherine Askew, a military 
chaplain for the Canadian Armed Forces,  says 
she has seen the stained-glass ceiling “shatter-
ing,” citing Bishop Lydia Mamakwa, the first 
aboriginal woman bishop, who is “really break-
ing new ground and really redefining who we are 
as a Canadian church.” 

Askew notes that female military chaplains 
are in senior command positions. “The command 
chaplain of the navy is a female Anglican priest 
[Lt. Col. The Rev. Michelle Staples],” she says. “A 
higher percentage of our women are in leader-
ship roles than the men.” (There are about 200 
male chaplains and 20 female chaplains in the 
regular forces.)

Leger notes, “where I stand now, I feel I’m 
being selected for leadership not because of or 
in spite of my sex but because of the gifts that I 
have.” 

The Rev. Cathy Laskey, associate priest at 
St. Martins-in-the-Woods Anglican Church in 
Shediac Cape, N.B., says the influence of female 

clergy in bringing people together in a family 
kind of context is being affirmed. 

“Traditionally, women have played leadership 
roles in the church and kept things going. You 
look at the ACWs [Anglican Church Women] 
and there are many stories,” she notes. “It is a 
natural role and it’s being broadened into a more 
recognized form of leadership…”

The Rev. Jolene Peters, a newly ordained 
priest serving the Parish of Labrador West, says 
female clergy today have “more opportunities.” 
Peters finds it “very encouraging” that the arch-
deacon of her diocese, Eastern Newfoundland 
and Labrador, is a woman—Sandra Tilley. 

Shaw says that while there are women priests 
and plenty of lay leaders within the church, “as 
far as key influencers, there’s a lot of room for 
growth.” When asked where female priests stand 
now, Shaw says half-jokingly, “Well, we let people 
stand on our shoulders.” 

If one considers the time that women have 
been in ministry, “then we are working our way,” 
says Shaw. “But when we consider how societies 
have changed…we have a lot of work to do.” 

Leger, Askew, Laskey and Shaw would like to 
see more women represented in leadership roles. 
Men, for the most part, head larger churches; the 
female to male ratio in the House of Bishops is 1:7. 

“Some of it has to do with the fundamental 

feature

Young women 
priests face 
issues of  
age and  
gender 

“For all our parochial committee 
team members, it wasn’t a matter of 
the gender of our new priest but a 
matter of the God-given gifts they were 

bringing forward and did those gifts meet 
the current and future needs for the parish 
to grow in faith and expression of our faith 
in the Lord as a worshipping community. 
Having the Rev. Katherine [Bourbonniere] 
as our priest has given our parish [of St. 
Andrew] a fresh expression of faith we had not 
experienced before. She eagerly and willingly 
shares her gifts; her gifts of liturgical dance and 
her pastoral care gifts come to top of mind for 
me personally.

—Gary Cox, Cole Harbour, Nova Scotia

The 
Journal asked:

It’s been 70 years since 
the ordination of the Rev. 

Florence Li Tim-Oi, the first 
woman to be a priest in the 

Anglican Communion. What 
does or would it mean to you to 

have a woman as priest  
in your parish?

“I had a little girl in my parish 30 years 
ago who, on holiday, went to church and 
was heard to say, ‘Mommy, can men be 
priests, too?’ Your question is kind of  

               like that. 
—The Rev. Barbara Liotscos, Toronto

“I was 19 when the Anglican church 
was debating ordination of women. 
I remember being very sad when my 
dad, an Anglican priest [in the diocese 

of Ottawa], was against such ordination, using 
biblical texts to support his view. My career 
choices were limited by those views. It seemed 
unfair that because I was born female, I would 
never be equal to my two brothers…

One of my best friends…Judy Paulson is 
now a priest [at St. Paul’s Bloor St. in Toronto], 
and seeing her work and ministry and her 
thoughtfulness really helped me to be confident 
in my beliefs that absolutely women should be 
included and be ordained and take leadership 
roles in the church.

The church that we belong to now is called 
St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church in Little Rock…
[The Rev. Mary Vano] is a wonderful, genuine 
priest and it is wonderful to have her lead our 
parish.

—Charlotte Hobbs, Little Rock, Arkansas

“May the Creator continue to forgive us 
for our reluctance in recognizing the fem/
male ness of all creation.

—Norma Collier, Nelson, British Columbia

18.3%

35.5% Women  
ordained in the  

Anglican Church of Canada

Number of women  
among 1,678  
retired clergy: 

307

Number of women among 
1,200 active clergy: 

426
(Statistics provided by 
the Pension Office of 
the Anglican Church of 
Canada)

perspective on collaboration and co-operative 
ministry versus power and authority,” says Shaw. 
The perspective that women bring “doesn’t lend 
itself to the style of top-down ministry that the 
Anglican church has been founded on.” 

Adds Laskey, “I think the hierarchical 
structure contributes more to that than per se 
gender.” 

“It’s just harder for women to have to claim 
the authority to make the decisions that need to 
be made. We don’t trust women as much as we 
trust men. I’m just as guilty of that as anyone,” 
says Leger. “When I have to exercise my author-
ity, I always feel like I’m walking this fine line 
of authority with humility because there’s a far 
greater burden on me than on my male col-
leagues, to be seen as humble and as a servant…”

Askew says it is harder for women to get top 
posts because many come into ministry much 
later, often after they’ve raised children. Some 
parishes tend to have more unrealistic expecta-
tions for women. “[Parishes] sometimes expect 
their female clergy to do everything they would 
expect their male clergy to do, plus [the contri-
butions] of the traditional clergy wife, which his 
not fair,” she says. 

Age—sometimes more so than gender—is a 
major challenge.

“Just to be a young priest of either gender 

now is rare, and sometimes that’s held against 
you,” says Askew. “Opportunities are withheld 
simply because of our age, when in fact we may 
be more senior in our ministry than somebody 
who’s entered it as a second career.” 

Leger belongs to Young Women Clergy 
Project, an international group in which she 
finds support for issues particular to her genera-
tion. “It’s a wonderfully safe and encouraging 
place where we can share some of the ridiculous 
stories of being told, ‘your dress is inappropriate 
because a tweed skirt comes above your knee,’ 
[as well as] the really hard stuff.” 

The challenge of being “constantly underes-
timated” because of one’s age is not exclusive 
to the church or to women, says Leger. A friend 
sums up her generation’s collective frustration: 
“In a culture where 50 is the new 40 and 40 is 
the new 30, in order for that to be maintained 
and for people of that age to feel young, vital and 
vibrant, it means that those of us who are in our 
30s have to be kept in our 20s.” 

People assume that because she’s young, she 
lacks experience, says Leger. She recalls moving 
into a new diocese and celebrating communion 
there for the first time. “You did a marvellous job 
for someone so young,” one person commented. 
When Leger mentioned that she had been giving 
communion three times every Sunday for four 
years, the person responded, “Oh, I guess I just 
never thought of that.” 

Such comments don’t upset Leger; she reck-
ons that the church is simply in a period where 
baby boomers, Generation Xers and Millennials 
are “just trying to find a place in an institution 
that’s shrinking.” 

For Peters, the struggle has been about 
explaining to people why a young person would 
want to become a priest instead of doing some-
thing “that makes more money.” 

The onus is on everyone in the church, includ-
ing women, to work for change, the priests say. 

“I think it’s a really difficult thing to put on a 
different set of shoes, but sometimes women in 
leadership need to do that,” says Shaw. 

“I think sometimes I’m my own biggest road-
block,” says Leger. “I’m the one who says, ‘Oh, 
they won’t want me to serve in that area.’”  Leger, 
who will turn 40 next year, notes that there are 
lots of bishops in the Communion today who 
became bishops long before they were 40. Yet, 
“I’m the one who says, ‘Oh my God, I can’t be a 
bishop right now.’ ”  

Overall, the five young clergy women all say 
they feel supported in their ministry.

“I’m very happy,” says Peters. “Everything 
has its ups and downs some days, and you go 
through struggles. [But] every day is a new op-
portunity for learning and for experiences.” 

“I love my job and I like the opportunity to 
work for change from within the system,” says 
Shaw. “I feel that’s what I’m called to be. I don’t 
feel like it’s a perfect system, but neither is it [so] 
flawed that I can’t be a part of it.”

—Marites N. sisoN

stephen brash

The Rev. Dawn Leger went through a phase where she diminished herself to keep everyone happy. Until she realized, 
“I can’t just take on everybody’s anxiety about women in leadership all the time.”

Margaret Capelazo, Ottawa, commenting on the 
online version of the article, Young women priests 
face issues of age and gender:

“Let's not mince words: the Anglican church 
systematically reproduces gender and age 
inequalities and does not actively address 
its own sexism. This article, in the nicest 

way possible, brings to light some classic examples 
of discrimination—which exist in this organization 
in 2014 for what reason? For all those who think, 
"Oh, yeah, gender equality, we did that already," 
here is your proof that while God's love doesn't 
distinguish between people of different genders, 
Anglicans in Canada still do. I'd love to see a 
follow-up article clearly outlining the percentage of 
women compared to men who are bishops and lay 
leaders in the Anglican church with some in-depth 
analysis outlining reasons for systematic barriers 
and exploring any gaps in pay and other forms of 
compensation. I'd also love to hear what church 
leaders plan to do about this.

“We would not get far without the 
faithful ministry of so many ordained 
women. God transcends gender! 

—Judith Matthews McBride,  
Brisbane, Australia  

Contributed

Maj. The Rev. Catherine 
Askew, CAF military chaplain

Contributed

The Rev. Cathy Laskey, 
diocese of New Brunswick

Contributed

The Rev. Jolene Peters, 
diocese of E. Nfld. and Lab.

Contributed

The Rev. Riscyllla Shaw, 
diocese of Toronto
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The Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund
T H E   A N G L I C A N   C H U R C H   O F   C A N A D A

news in brief

The Anglican Church of 
Canada has urged the Cana-
dian government to issue a 
strong statement calling for 
“an immediate cessation of 
hostilities and an uncondi-
tional ceasefire” by all warring 
parties to the armed conflict in 
South Sudan.

Despite the announce-
ment Jan. 23 of a ceasefire 
agreement, the church said it 
remains “deeply concerned 
that a firm and lasting peace 
has yet to be realized.”

In a letter sent Jan. 24 
to Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper, church leaders said the 
government’s call for a cease-
fire must be backed by “diplo-

matic and financial support.” 
The recent spate of violence 

has displaced about 413,000 
people in the course of one 
month, according to the UN. 
These internally displaced 
people (IDPs) have remained 
in the country and are in need 
of emergency health services, 
food, water, sanitation, coun-
selling and other support, 
according to church-backed 
agencies.

Meanwhile, the primate, 
Archbishop Fred Hiltz, urged 
Anglicans to continue pray-
ing for the ceasefire “and the 
opportunity it offers for lasting 
peace” in South Sudan and 
East Africa. —MaRiTES n. SiSOn

Bishop John 
Charles 
Bothwell, who 
ordained the 
first female 
priests in 
the Angli-
can diocese 
of Niagara in 

1976, died Jan. 28. He was 87.
Bothwell was co-adjutor 

bishop of Niagara in 1971, 
diocesan bishop from 1973 to 
1985 and metropolitan of the 
ecclesiastical province of On-
tario from 1986 to 1991. —STaFF

bERRyMan DiES aT 82
Archdeacon 
Richard Ber-
ryman, 82, a 
priest, journal-
ist and author, 
died on Jan. 
27 after a 
prolonged 
battle with 

kidney disease. A priest for 

more than 55 years, he served 
several parishes in the dioces-
es of Niagara and Huron. He 
was also the communications/
media officer for the national 
office of the Anglican Church 
of Canada for several years. 
—STaFF

SuDDEn 
DEaTh 
OF wEST 
aFRiCan 
PRiMaTE 
The Church of 
the Province 
of West Africa 

mourned the sudden death 
of its primate, Dr. Solomon 
Tilewa Johnson. The metropol-
itan archbishop of the internal 
province of West Africa, 59, 
died in Fajara on Jan. 21 while 
playing tennis. He was the first 
Gambian bishop as well as the 
first Gambian archbishop and 
primate.  —STaFF

to read more on these stories, 
go to anglicanjournal.com

CORSTOn RETiRES
Bishop Tom 
Corston 
retired on 
Dec. 31, 2013, 
which coin-
cided with the 
restructuring 
of the diocese 
of Moosonee 

as a mission area.
In a letter to the people 

of the diocese, he wrote that 
restructuring was a good 
way to deal with the diocese’s 
financial difficulties but 
acknowledged that he was sad-
dened by its necessity. “I came 
to this diocese 40 years ago 
when it was vibrant and active, 
and I don’t like the fact that 
we’ve had to restructure just 
to survive. I hope…the diocese 
will eventually have [its] own 
bishop again,” he told the 
Anglican Journal. He agreed 
to be an “episcopal visitor” for 
the mission area, helping with 
confirmations, ordinations and 
parish visitations.

Corston grew up in the 
diocese, where he was ordained 
in 1974. He ministered there 
for 12 years before moving to 
the dioceses of Fredericton and 
Algoma. He was installed as 
bishop in July 2010.—L.a.w.

CROSS-bORDER POST
The Rev. 
Canon Isaac 
Kawuki 
Mukasa, 
the General 
Synod’s Africa 
relations co-
ordinator, will 
also be the 
Africa rela-

tions officer for The Episcopal 
Church (TEC).  

The partnership between 
the Anglican Church of 
Canada and TEC will “maxi-
mize resources of mission” and 
foster relationships with Angli-
can churches in sub-Saharan 
Africa, said officials. —STaFF

PRiEST DEPOSED
Bishop Robert 
Bennett, of 
the diocese 
of Huron, has 
deposed the 
Rev. George 
Ferris, a re-
tired Anglican 
priest who 

has been sentenced to five-
and-a-half years in prison for 
five counts of sexual offences 
dating back to the 1980s when 
he was the rector of St. James’ 
Anglican Church in Paris, Ont. 

Deposition, which is the 
most severe penalty for eccle-
siastical offences (as stated in 
the Handbook of the General 
Synod of the Anglican Church 
of Canada), means Ferris can 
no longer exercise ordained 
ministry. —M.S.

paul jeffrey/lutheran World federation 

a boy relishes rain water in the doro refugee camp in south sudan’s 
upper nile state. more than 110,000 refugees live in the camps where 
conditions are often grim, with outbreaks of diseases such as hepatitis e. 

peace call for south  sudan

The Anglican Church of Cana-
da’s Primate’s World Relief and 
Development Fund (PWRDF) 
has received donations of 
$757,616 to aid people in areas 
devastated by Typhoon Haiyan 
in the Philippines. 

The Canadian government 
will match the donations, dol-
lar for dollar. 

The typhoon, which struck 
Nov. 8, killed about 6,000 
people and left about 3.5 mil-
lion homeless. —STaFF
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CONTEMPLATING RELIGIOUS 
LIFE? Members of the Brotherhood  
and the Sisters of Saint Gregory are  
Anglicans, clergy and lay, without regard 
to marital status. 
To learn more about our contemporary 
Rule of Life, visit www.gregorians.org 
(The Brotherhood of Saint Gregory) or 
www.sistersofsaintgregory.org 
(The Sisters of Saint Gregory).
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471 Newbold Street, 
London, Ont. N6E 1K4
(519) 649-7225 
Fax: (519) 649-7226
www.edwardsglass.net

Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society

ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN 
IN STAINED GLASS

(905) 669-4244

UNIT #6, 8481 KEELE STREET
CONCORD, ONTARIO L4K 1Z7

Established 1920
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COLLEGE OF EMMANUEL 
AND ST. CHAD
Member of the Saskatoon Theological
Union, affiliated with the University of
Saskatchewan. Founded in 1879 as
the first university in northwestern
Canada, Emmanuel and St. Chad
offers a challenging theological cur-
riculum focused on Anglican found-
ations, depth of Bible study, and solid
community formation for strong con-
gregational leadership in a changing
world. Be part of the only ecumenical
theological school in Canada where
Anglicans and Lutherans study and
worship together on the same campus.
Degrees offered: B.Th., M.T.S., M.Div.,
S.T.M., some courses available on-line.
Principal: Dr. Walter Deller, 
114 Seminary Crescent, Saskatoon, SK
S7N 0X3; Phone: (306) 975-3753; 
Fax: (306) 934-2683; 
E-mail: colleen.walker@usask.ca; 
Website: www.usask.ca/stu/emmanuel
________________________________

RENISON COLLEGE, University of
Waterloo, Waterloo, Ontario
Give your child the best in education
and resident life. Residences provide a
family atmosphere and build commu-
nity spirit. Rooms are spacious, com-
fortable, with modern conveniences,
such as Internet hook-ups. General
and Honours BA programs in Arts and
Social Development. Honours
Bachelor of Social Work. Asian Studies
and ESL programs. 
For further information contact
519.884.4404 ext. 610 for residence 
or ext. 633 for program. 
www.renison.uwaterloo.ca
________________________________

MONTREAL DIOCESAN 
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE, affiliated
with McGILL UNIVERSITY and a 
member of the ecumenical MONTREAL
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY, is a commu-
nity of scholars and ministers offering
programs designed to help students
develop theological depth, grow in
spiritual maturity and exercise pastoral
leadership. Programs lead to L.Th.,
B.Th., Dip.Min. and M.Div. L.Th. may
be combined with distance education.
Certificate in Theology available
through home study. Advanced
degrees (S.T.M., M.A., Ph.D.) offered
through McGill. Located in downtown
Montreal. Residence and apartments
for students and visitors. For informa-
tion, please contact : The Principal,
3473 University St., Montreal, Quebec 
H3A 2A8. (514) 849-3004. 
www.montreal.anglican.org/mdtc.

Robert
McCausland

Limited
Artists & Craftsmen of

Stained Glass since 1856
TRADITIONAL OR 
CONTEMPORARY 

ORIGINAL DESIGNS
EXPERT RESTORATIONS 

AND REPAIRS

Email: mccausland@sprynet.com
Website: www.eternalglass.com

30 Chauncey Ave.,
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2Z4

Telephone (416) 233-9530
Fax (416) 234-5450

Call Toll Free
1-800-563-1555

MR L

CONFLICT MANAGEMENT FOR
FAITH COMMUNITIES
Institute of Peace and Conflict
Studies, Waterloo, Ontario
Yes, there is conflict in faith communi-
ties! How well is it addressed in your
church community? Take skill-building
workshops and gain confidence to
deal with conflict in creative and posi-
tive ways. Topics include understand-
ing conflict, spiritual practices and
healing rituals for conflict resolution,
mediation, racism, facilitation skills,
and theological perspectives. Take
workshops for interest only or obtain a
Certificate in Conflict Management for
Faith Communities. Clergy receive a
10% discount. 519-885-0220 ext. 24254
certprog@uwaterloo.ca
grebel.uwaterloo.ca/certificate
________________________________

TRINITY COLLEGE SCHOOL,
Port Hope, ON is one of the most
well-established coeducational, inde-
pendent schools in Canada. Since
1865, TCS has built a reputation of
high academic standards, small class
sizes, an international flavour, and a
devoted, caring faculty. TCS prides
itself on maintaining a unique balance
between tradition and progressiveness.
From Latin classes and daily chapel
services to wireless Internet and the
annual Mexican vs. Caribbean Islander
hockey game, it’s a community that
allows young people to find their pas-
sions and challenge the ordinary.
Education is the most valuable invest-
ment and ultimately, TCS is the invest-
ment of a lifetime. To set up a visit or
obtain more information, please con-
tact Admissions Office at 905-885-
3209 or Email: admissions@tcs.on.ca
________________________________

THORNELOE UNIVERSITY
Sudbury, Ontario An innovative and
thriving Anglican College within
Laurentian University, our Fine Arts,
Classics, Theatre Arts, Women’s
Studies, and Religious Studies pro-
grammes lead to Laurentian University
degrees. We also offer Theology at the
Bachelor’s and Diploma level.
Programmes on campus and by dis-
tance education. Call for details and a
course calendar. Information: The
Provost, Thorneloe University, Ramsey
Lake Road, Sudbury, ON P3E 2C6. 
1-866-846-7635 Fax: (705) 673- 4979.
E-mail: thorneprov@laurentian.ca Web
site: http://thorneloe.laurentian.ca/
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TRINITY COLLEGE The oldest centre
for theological studies in the Anglican
Church of Canada, the Faculty of
Divinity offers a wide variety of accred-
ited programs, at master’s and doctor-
al levels, in ecumenical collaboration
within the Toronto School of Theology
and in federation with the University of
Toronto. Liberal and catholic in theol-
ogy, consciously reflective of the liturgy
and the spiritual life, encouraging
excellence in the practice of ministry,
engaged in current issues of society,
connected to church communities and
offering financial support in all pro-
grams. For more information please
contact: Faculty of Divinity, Trinity
College, 6 Hoskin Avenue, Toronto
ON M5S 1H8 (416) 978-2133
divinity@trinity.utoronto.ca
________________________________

CANTERBURY COLLEGE
Windsor, Ontario (affiliated with the
University of Windsor) Ecumenical
Doctorate of Ministry Programme for
active clergy and a Programme for the
Community of Deacons for lay training
and enrichment. The College provides
accommodation for any student of the
university in 102 single rooms in 11
furnished houses and for married stu-
dents in 37 apartments. For informa-
tion contact: The Principal, Canterbury
College, 2500 University Ave. West,
Windsor, Ontario N9B 3Y1. Phone
519-256-6442, fax 519-256-3382, 
e-mail: canter@uwindsor.ca or visit our
web site: http://www.uwindsor.ca/
general/canterbury/

Education DirectoryAnniversaries
We extend an invitation to all former
parishioners and clergy of St. Thomas
Anglican Church, Wainwright, Alberta,
Canada to join us in celebrating our
100th ANNIVERSARY, July 19-20-21,
2008. For more details go to: 
buddyr@telus.net or phone Ruth at 
1-780-842-2478

ST JOHN’S COLLEGE (Est. 1866),
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg
People come to St John’s to find a
warm community on a large campus.
Become part of a close knit academic
community while taking advantage of
everything the University of Manitoba
has to offer. Our residence has single
rooms and 3 suites for a total of 100
students, as well as excellent services,
and the best food on campus. College
members are eligible for scholarships
and bursaries (over $60,000 awarded
annually). The Faculty of Theology, a
contributing member of the Winnipeg
Theological Cooperative, offers 
accessible theological education at the
M.Div. level: a Diploma in Applied
Theology and an Advanced Certificate
in Priestly Ministry. (204) 474-8531.
stjohns_college@umanitoba.ca
________________________________

HURON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
London, Ontario Whether you're seek-
ing personal development, a critical
graduate research environment, or
ministry skills for ordination, Huron
can accommodate your needs.
Affiliated with The University of
Western Ontario, the Faculty of
Theology is ATS accredited.  Offering:
B.Th., M.Div., MTS, MA degrees; Lay
Certificate; and spring or summer
youth program, "Ask & Imagine."
For info:  Dean of Theology, 1349
Western Rd., London, ON, N6G 1H3.
Email: srice@uwo.ca 
Phone: (519) 438-7224, X289. 
Web: www.huronuc.ca
________________________________

SAINT PAUL UNIVERSITY
Faculty of Theology
ANGLICAN STUDIES PROGRAM
Academic and pastoral formation take
place in the unique setting of a Roman
Catholic University with a crosscultur-
al, bilingual milieu. The program pre-
pares candidates for both lay and
ordained ministries in the Anglican
Church. Academic formation is pur-
sued through the undergraduate civil
Bachelor of  Theology (B.Th.) and the
Master in Pastoral Theology (M.P.Th.)
Programs of the Faculty of Theology.
The Faculty also offers an eight-course
certificate in Anglican Studies.
Director: Prof. Kevin Flynn, 223 Main,
Ottawa, ON K1S 1C4
Phone: 613-236-1393, Ext. 2427
anglicanstudies@ustpaul.ca
www.ustpaul.ca

Education Directory
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and bursaries (over $60,000 awarded
annually). The Faculty of Theology, a
contributing member of the Winnipeg
Theological Cooperative, offers 
accessible theological education at the
M.Div. level: a Diploma in Applied
Theology and an Advanced Certificate
in Priestly Ministry. (204) 474-8531.
stjohns_college@umanitoba.ca
________________________________

HURON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
London, Ontario Whether you're seek-
ing personal development, a critical
graduate research environment, or
ministry skills for ordination, Huron
can accommodate your needs.
Affiliated with The University of
Western Ontario, the Faculty of
Theology is ATS accredited.  Offering:
B.Th., M.Div., MTS, MA degrees; Lay
Certificate; and spring or summer
youth program, "Ask & Imagine."
For info:  Dean of Theology, 1349
Western Rd., London, ON, N6G 1H3.
Email: srice@uwo.ca 
Phone: (519) 438-7224, X289. 
Web: www.huronuc.ca
________________________________

SAINT PAUL UNIVERSITY
Faculty of Theology
ANGLICAN STUDIES PROGRAM
Academic and pastoral formation take
place in the unique setting of a Roman
Catholic University with a crosscultur-
al, bilingual milieu. The program pre-
pares candidates for both lay and
ordained ministries in the Anglican
Church. Academic formation is pur-
sued through the undergraduate civil
Bachelor of  Theology (B.Th.) and the
Master in Pastoral Theology (M.P.Th.)
Programs of the Faculty of Theology.
The Faculty also offers an eight-course
certificate in Anglican Studies.
Director: Prof. Kevin Flynn, 223 Main,
Ottawa, ON K1S 1C4
Phone: 613-236-1393, Ext. 2427
anglicanstudies@ustpaul.ca
www.ustpaul.ca
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Listen for the leading of the Spirit.

Join the Sisters of  
St. John the Divine 

(Anglican) for a life of prayer, love and service.
www.ssjd.ca  contact: convent@ssjd.ca

for all your  advertising  
requirements contact:

ChURCh REbEL WITh A 
CAUSE – in his fictionalized memoir, 
Harry MacKay writes of his 1960’s 
conflictful experiences with his  
congregation in Toronto North.   
Contact hmackay@ncf.ca  
or visit www.harrymackay.ca  
613-740-0906

book

Larry Gee: ANGLICAN JOURNAL (226) 664-0350 • advertising@national.anglican.ca
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arts and culture

anDREw 
STEPhEnS-REnniE

phil robertson’s reality tv 
show Duck Dynasty changed 
my life—even though I’ve 
never seen the show, am only 
vaguely aware of its content 
and know nothing about its 
characters. I can’t tell you 
when it’s on, or even on what 
channel. And yet, for some 
reason, in late December the 
show presented me with an 
incredible opportunity for 
discussion, over Facebook, 
with high school friends 
whom I haven’t seen in years. 
Go figure. 

As the discussion unfolded, 
I found myself wondering if 
there had ever been a time 
when a television show had 
landed me in the middle of 
controversy. Short answer: no. 

It all started innocently 
enough. Discussing Rob-
ertson’s interview with GQ 
Magazine, which contained 
sexist, racist and homophobic 
remarks, my friend asked, 
“If you assume the Bible as 
your moral compass, is this 
acceptable?” 

“It depends how you read 
the Bible,” I replied. 

A lot depends on how we 
read the Bible. But trying 
to explain over the Internet 
how I read the Bible seemed 

especially 
compli-
cated. The 
invitation 
to share 
my under-
standing 
of the 
scriptures 
with a 
friend 
who, along 

with Dawkins and Hitchens, 
would readily proclaim that 
God is not great, and whose 
understanding of the Bible 
appeared to be formed by a 
caricatured Christian funda-
mentalist, didn’t offer me a 
good starting point.

And yet, my friend’s ques-
tion was a starting point—to 
a conversation. More than 
that, it provided me with an 
opportunity to respond to my 
friend’s very good questions 
about Christian faith. Along 
the way, it provided me with 
the chance to sit with those 
questions and really examine 
my faith in light of them. 

It would have been easy to 
shy away from the conversa-
tion. Some days I feel that 
the easy way out is what 
I desperately need—why 
bother sharing my faith with 
someone who is antagonistic 
toward it?

My friend, though, has 

offered me space. And this 
space is an incredible gift. 
It’s a gift not because it’s an 
opportunity to defend the 
Christian faith for the sake of 
God’s honour. (I imagine God 
will weather this storm just 
fine.) Rather, it’s an opportu-
nity for self-examination. It’s 
an opportunity to re-explore 
my relationship to Jesus, 
and to be asked the difficult 
questions I sometimes fail to 
ask myself. 

In short, it’s a gift to 
encounter those who help me 
live an examined, reflective 
and faithful life. 

I wasn’t expecting that a 
reality television show could 
have such an impact. I wasn’t 
expecting it to provide an 
opportunity to publicly share 
why I am a Christ-follower. 

This experience has left 
me wondering: how many 
times have I ignored these op-
portunities? How many times 
have I been too scared to 
enter the self-reflective space 
that these encounters neces-
sarily cause? And finally, what 
will it take to be more open 
to these opportunities in the 
days ahead?

anDREw STEPhEnS-REnniE 
is a member of the national youth 
initiatives team of the Anglican 
Church of Canada. 

youth view 

The gift of questions
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imagine 

what you could do  
with $10,000  …

If you have an amazing idea  
for engaging young leaders  
aged 18 – 30 in ministry,  
evangelism or mission,  
send us a proposal.

•	 5	grants	of	up	to	 
$10,000

•	 for	new	initiatives	 
in	2015

•	 submit	by	 
September	1,	2014

by hEnRiëTTE ThOMPSOn

I get a little anxious before Lent. 
Forty days of self-examination, 
purification and closer journey-
ing with Christ feel like a set-up 
for failure on my part. I have a 
lot on my plate: highly engag-
ing work for justice, long daily 
commutes, people in my life 
who need my active presence, 
things to do and places to go. 

My spiritual practices—short 
Bible readings and prayer after 
dinner, silent prayers and lis-
tening for God’s small voice in 
the middle of sleepless nights, 
participating in weekly eucha-
rist—guide me as a follower of 
Jesus. I once was told that “the 
Ignatian exercises are not for 
you!” And now, 40 days...!  

Notwithstanding all the 
Lenten wisdom and practice 
passed down through the ages, 
there is something that wakes 
me up and quickens my step: 
poetry.

Does not my heart burn 
within me when I savour Mary 
Oliver’s “Instructions for 
living a life. Pay attention. Be 
astonished. Tell about it.” That’s 
gospel; that’s essence.

I plan to heed the invita-
tion to encounter storytellers, 
artists, musicians and poets 
from Mi’Kmaq to Nuu-chah-
nulth, Mohawk to Dene. May 
the Spirit speak to us as we 
contemplate Rita Joe’s “I lost 
my talk” in residental school, 
or make ourselves fully present 
at performance art by young 

aboriginal artists.
Wendell Berry sparks 

courage when he advises in 
Manifesto: The Mad Farmer 
Liberation Front: “As soon as 
the generals and the politicos 
can predict the motions of your 
mind, lose it. Leave it as a sign 
to mark the false trail, the way  
you didn’t go.  Be like the 
fox who makes more tracks 
than necessary, some in the 
wrong direction. Practice 
resurrection.” 

Poetry…this Lent, I will read 
it quietly, speak it out loud. It’s 
food for the journey.

hEnRiëTTE ThOMPSOn is the 
General Synod’s director of public 
witness for social and ecological 
justice.

doug lemke
poetry this lent
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HAVERGAL COLLEGE
Toronto Havergal College has been 
preparing young women to make a 
difference since 1894. Founded on An-
glican values and traditions, the school 
community gathers with the Chaplain 
for Morning Prayers three times weekly. 
A special highlight is our traditional 
Carol Service held at St. Paul’s 
Anglican Church, the school’s original 
parish. Today Havergal girls develop 
into extraordinary young women with 
inquiring minds, global capability and 
self-awareness. They are encouraged 
to investigate and explore the world 
around them while discovering their 
own unique capabilities. As Old Girls, 
they will join our proud continuum of 
8,000 alumnae who are networked 
to each other and the world. To learn 
more about the Havergal difference, 
visit www.havergal.on.ca or contact the 
Admission Office at (416) 482.4724 or 
admissions@havergal.on.ca. 

TRiniTy COLLEGE SCHOOL,
Port Hope Established in 1865, TCS is one 
of Canada’s oldest and most respected 
educational institutions. The School places 
a balanced emphasis on academics, service 
learning, athletics and the arts—as both a 
long-held TCS tradition and a rethought, 
reinvigorated approach to 21st century 
education. TCS, a caring and supportive 
educational community, exists to prepare 
young men and women to thrive in 
university and beyond. This community 
values developing habits of the heart and 
mind and continues the tradition of begin-
ning each day with a chapel service before 
heading off to classes. Our supportive and 
close-knit community of students, parents, 
alumni, staff and friends make the School 
on the Hill a truly special place. 
To set up a visit or obtain more  
information, please contact the  
Admissions Office at (905) 885-3209 or  
Email: admissions@tcs.on.ca 
Website: www.tcs.on.ca

THE CEnTRE fOR CHRiSTiAn 
STudiES is a national theological school 
of the Anglican and United Churches of-
fering community based education. CCS 
offers two-week Leadership Develop-
ment Modules, and year-long certificate 
programs in Pastoral Care, Education and 
Social Justice Ministry, preparing people  
for lay, diaconal and related ministries.  
CCS is committed to a theology of 
justice and to contextual education. Stu-
dents at CCS learn through integration 
of experience and academics, intentional 
community building and personal growth 
and transformation. For more information 

about the Centre for Christian Studies 
please visit our website at www.ccsonline.ca 
or call us at (204) 783-4490.

ATLAnTiC SCHOOL Of  
THEOLOGy, an ecumenical university 
serving Christ’s mission, cultivates excel-
lence in graduate-level theological educa-
tion and research, creative and faithful 
formation for lay and ordained ministries,
and understanding among communities of 
faith. Courses are offered both on campus 
and online. AST is fully accredited by the 
Association of Theological Schools (ATS) 
in Canada and the US. Program offer-
ings include: Master of Divinity degree 
(honors, on-campus, and summer distance 
options), Master of Arts (Theology and 
Religious Studies) degree, Graduate
Certificate in Theological Studies, Adult 
Education Certificate inTheological Stud-
ies, and Diploma in Youth Ministry. AST is 
located in Halifax, Nova Scotia, and facili-
ties include a student residence, a chapel, 
and a library with over 86,000 volumes. 
Academic Department
telephone: (902)423-5592,  
email: academicoffice@astheology.ns.ca.  
website: www.astheology.ns.ca.
COLLEGE Of EmmAnuEL 
And ST. CHAd 
Be a part of the only ecumenical 
theological school in Canada where 
Anglicans, Lutherans, and United Church 
partners study and worship together 
on the same campus. We are proud 
members of the Saskatoon Theological 
Union, affiliated with the University of 
Saskatchewan. Founded in 1879 as the 
first university in northwestern Canada, 
Emmanuel & St. Chad offers a chal-
lenging theological curriculum focused 
on Anglican foundations, depth of bible 
study, and solid community formation for 
strong congregational leadership in a 
changing world.
Degrees offered: B.Th., D.Min in Rural 
Ministry and Community Development, 
L.Th., M.Div., M.T.S., S.T.M., some on-line 
courses available 
Contact: Lisa McInnis, Registrar
   114 Seminary Crescent, Saskatoon,
   SK  S7N 0X3 Phone: (306) 975-1550 
Fax: (306) 934-2683 
E-mail: esc.registrar@usask.ca 
Website: www.usask.ca/stu/emmanuel

HuROn uniVERSiTy COLLEGE
London, Ontario Whether you’re seeking 
personal development, a critical graduate 
research environment, or ministry skills for 
ordination, Huron can accommodate your 
needs.  Affiliated with The University of 
Western Ontario, the Faculty of  
Theology is ATS accredited.  Offering: 

B.Th., M.Div., MTS, MA degrees; Lay 
Certificate; and spring or summer youth 
program, “Ask & Imagine.”
For info:  Dean of Theology, 1349  
Western Rd., London, ON, N6G 1H3.  
Email: srice@uwo.ca 
Phone: (519) 438-7224, x289. 
Web: www.huronuc.ca

KOOTEnAy SCHOOL Of 
miniSTRy provides ministry training 
for everyone.  KSM offers weekend-length 
courses (Friday evening to mid-day on 
Monday) during the spring, summer, and 
fall at locations throughout the beautiful 
Okanagan and Kootenay regions.  
Qualified instructors provide advanced 
theological and practical education at an 
accessible level for people becoming, or 
active as, Locally Trained Priests, Deacons, 
lay leaders, and other ordained leaders.  
Tuition is very affordable and we seek 
to make billets available for everyone 
(early enrollment is advised for those 
needing accommodations).  KSM offers a 
Certificate in Ministry Studies programme.  
For information, contact the Principal at 
principal@kootenayschoolofministry.ca 
or check out our website at  
www.KootenaySchoolofMinistry.ca.

mOnTREAL diOCESAn  
THEOLOGiCAL COLLEGE, affili-
ated with McGILL UNIVERSITY and a 
member of the ecumenical MONTREAL 
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY, is a  
community of scholars and ministers 
offering programs designed to help 
students develop theological depth, grow 
in spiritual maturity and exercise pastoral 
leadership. Programs lead to L.Th., B.Th., 
Dip.Min. and M.Div. L.Th. may be com-
bined with distance education. Certificate 
in Theology available through home 
study. Advanced degrees (S.T.M., M.A., 
Ph.D.) offered through McGill. Located 
in downtown Montreal. For information, 
please contact : The Principal,  
3473 University St., Montreal, Quebec 
H3A 2A8. (514) 849-3004. 
www.dio-mdtc.ca.
QuEEn’S COLLEGE 
More than academics. More than 
community. Queen’s College offers 
students the opportunity to integrate 
knowledge, skills and experience with 
personal spirituality in preparation for a 
life of faith. Situated on the campus of 
Memorial University, St. John’s, NL, we 
are a degree granting institution and an 
associate member of the Association of 
Theological Schools offering programs in 
M.Div., M.T.S., B.Th., B.Th. (by distance), 
A.Th. (by distance) as well as Diplomas in 

Theology and Ministry, Pastoral Care, and 
Youth Ministry. To learn more about this 
unique educational experience contact 
The Provost, Queen’s College Faculty 
of Theology, 210 Prince Philip Drive, St. 
John’s, NL, A1B 3R6, or telephone toll 
free 877-753-0116 or check our website at 
http://www.mun.ca/queens/.

SAinT PAuL uniVERSiTy
faculty of Theology
AnGLiCAn STudiES PROGRAm
Academic and pastoral formation take 
place in the unique setting of a Roman 
Catholic University with a cross-cultural, 
bilingual milieu. The program prepares 
candidates for both lay and ordained 
ministries in the Anglican Church. 
Academic formation is pursued through 
the undergraduate civil Bachelor of  
Theology (B.Th.) and the Master in 
Pastoral Theology (M.P.Th.) Programs 
of the Faculty of Theology. The Faculty 
also offers an eight-course certificate in 
Anglican Studies.
Director: Prof. Kevin Flynn,  
223 Main, Ottawa, ON K1S 1C4
Phone: (613) 236-1393, Ext. 2427
anglicanstudies@ustpaul.ca
www.ustpaul.ca

THORnELOE uniVERSiTy
Sudbury, Ontario An innovative and 
thriving Anglican College within  
Laurentian University, our Fine Arts, 
Classical Studies, Theatre Arts, Women’s 
Studies, and Religious Studies programs 
lead to Laurentian University degrees. 
We also offer Theology at the Bachelor’s, 
Diploma, and Certificate level. Programs 
available on campus and by distance 
education. Call for details and a course 
calendar. Information: The President, 
Thorneloe University, 935 Ramsey Lake 
Rd, Sudbury ON P3E 2C6  
Phone: 1-866-846-7635 Fax: 705-673-4979
Email: president@thorneloe.ca
Website: www.thorneloe.ca

TRiniTy COLLEGE The oldest centre 
for theological studies in the Anglican 
Church of Canada, the Faculty of  
Divinity offers a wide variety of accred-
ited programs, at master’s and doctoral 
levels, in ecumenical collaboration within 
the Toronto School of Theology and in 
federation with the University of Toronto. 
Liberal and catholic in theology,  
consciously reflective of the liturgy and 
the spiritual life, encouraging excellence 
in the practice of ministry, engaged in 
current issues of society, connected to 
church communities and offering financial 
support in all programs. For more  
information please contact:  

Faculty of Divinity, Trinity College,  
6 Hoskin Avenue, Toronto ON M5S 1H8  
(416) 978-2133
divinity@trinity.utoronto.ca
VAnCOuVER SCHOOL Of  
THEOLOGy Fully accredited by the 
Association of Theological Schools, 
VST is a multi-denominational gradu-
ate theological college that serves the 
leadership needs of Christian communi-
ties across North America and beyond. 
VST offers an M.Div., Native Ministries 
M.Div by extension, MA in Theologi-
cal Studies, Master of Theology, MA in 
Public and Pastoral Leadership, MA in 
Indigenous  and Inter-religious Studies, 
Master of Theology in Indigenous and 
Inter-religious Studies, diplomas in de-
nominational and graduate studies, and a 
variety of certificate programs, continuing 
education program and summer school 
programs. VST programs can fit into 
most schedules and fulfill a diverse range 
of learning needs, including distance 
education. Alongside the Centre for 
Christian Leadership, the establishment of 
the Iona Pacific Inter-religious Centre and 
the Indigenous Studies Centre provide 
the context for ongoing collaboration 
and partnership within our inter-religious 
and First Nations communities. Engaging 
public events, workshops and January 
Intensives round out VST’s offerings. 
Consider an education at Vancouver 
School of Theology and find out more 
by visiting our website at www.vst.edu or 
emailing possibilities@vst.edu. 
WyCLiffE COLLEGE, at the Univer-
sity of Toronto is an evangelical Anglican 
community of learning within the Toronto 
School of Theology offering both masters 
level and advanced degree programs
Our programs are designed to challenge, 
encourage and equip students from many 
denominations to live out their faith and 
provide leadership as either ordained 
or lay leaders in their church and wider 
communities.  Innovative programs have 
been introduced such as the master of 
divinity for Pioneer ministries and 
the master of Theological Studies in 
urban and international development. 
The flexibility of part time study and 
online learning in the masters programs 
provides accessibility. Financial support in 
all programs is available.
Visit us at www.wycliffecollege.ca  
or telephone (416) 946-3547 for 
further information.

advertising contact: 
Larry Gee  (226) 664-0350 

advertising@national.anglican.ca
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todd russell: classicist,              activist—and future priest?

nunatukavut

todd russell and two young friends celebrate treaty day, honouring the British-inuit accord of 1765.

counsellor to people whose lives 
were destroyed by the collapse of 
the cod fisheries. 

After that, the young Russell’s 
rise to influence was meteoric. 
In 1992, he was elected to the 
board of the NCC’s forerunner, 
the Labrador Métis Association, 
becoming its president in 1994. In 
2001, he was voted ACIP co-chair 
and went on to serve as Liberal 
MP for Labrador riding from 2005 
to 2011, until his defeat by Conser-
vative Peter Penshue.

Coming from many genera-
tions of Anglicans, Russell always 
enjoyed the church’s formal 
liturgy, but joining ACIP was 
a pivotal event in his personal 
journey of faith. “I encountered 
some deeply spiritual people who 
changed my life,” he says. “I saw 

Christian values reflected in them 
in ways I had rarely seen before. 
They strengthened my belief.” 

While attending 2009’s Sacred 
Circle in Port Elgin, Ont., Russell 
felt a strong call to serve Christ. 
“A voice came to me and said, ‘Are 
you ready to follow me?’ I an-
swered, ‘No, not yet,’ and the voice 
said, ‘When will you be ready?’ ” 
The prospect of entering the 
priesthood has frequently been on 
his radar. “Back in the day, people 
always told me I’d end up as a 
minister,” he says.

Russell’s faith remains Christ-
centred. “It is very much tied 
to the example of Jesus and his 
profound but simple teachings of 
love, charity, acceptance and en-
couragement,” he says, acknowl-
edging that this commitment 
can sometimes feel like a burden. 
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Yet it has also been a great 
comfort, especially when the 
rookie MP had to stand up and 
be counted on the issues of the 
day: Canada in Afghanistan, 
same-sex marriage, aboriginal 
rights, missing native women, 
the residential schools. “I’d be 
nervous inside and my knees 
were shaking. But I’d say, ‘Are 
you with me?’ And the voice 
would answer, ‘I have always 
been with you.’ ”

As a former MP, Russell is 
deeply concerned about what 
he sees as the steady erosion of 

social and environmental jus-
tice under the deficit-obsessed, 
law-and-order Harper regime. 
“It’s death by a thousand cuts,” 
he says.

He also believes Canadians 
need to develop the political 
will to overhaul the systemic 
machinery of government 
and make it more open, 
transparent, accountable and 
responsive—and much less 
vindictive. “It seems as though 
any disagreement can lead to 
punishment,” he says. “It’s a 
system failure when people 

Whirl is a brand new three-year curriculum 
that follows the Revised Common Lectionary.  
Launching for use in Fall 2014, you can now 
preview materials by ordering a free sample 
pack, checking out content online, and 
participating in sample Sunday on April 27th. 

Call, or visit us online for more details.

 

 augsburg fortress bookstore 500 Trillium Drive,  Kitchener, ON • (519) 748-2200 
1-800-265-6397 • afcanada.com

 

new

An OppOrtunity fOr WOmen At A CrOssrOAds 
Are you at a crossroads in your life?  Searching for something more in life?  Longing for a  

change in career? Thirsting for God? Hungry for prayer? Desiring a life of service?

 Women may apply by April 4 to  
Women at a Crossroads 2014 (July 4–27)  

a 3-1/2 week program to help you discern your options.

For more information and application forms, please contact: 

Kelly Clark   
the sisterhOOd Of sAint JOhn the divine  

St. John’s Convent,  233 Cummer Ave, Toronto, ON  M2M 2E8   
Phone:  416-226-2201, Ext. 301 •  Fax:  416-222-4442   

Email: convent@ssjd.ca • Website: www.ssjd.ca 

deadline: April 4, 2014
 

April Bible Readings
Day  REaDinG

01 Ezekiel 37.15-28  c
02 Psalm 130.1-8  c
03 Romans 8.1-17  c
04 John 11.1-16  c
05 John 11.17-37  c
06 John 11.38-57  c
07 John 12.1-19  c
08 John 12.20-43  c
09 Isaiah 50.1-11  c
10 Isaiah 51.1-23  c
11 Isaiah 52.1-12  c
12 Isaiah 52.13-53.12  c
13 Matthew 21.1-17  c
14 Matthew 26.1-30  c
15 Matthew 26.31-56  c
16 Matthew 26.57-75  c
17 Matthew 27.1-26  c
18 Matthew 27.27-56  c
19 Matthew 27.57-66  c
20 Matthew 28.1-15  c
21 John 20.19-31  c
22 Acts 2.22-42  c
23 1 Peter 1.1-12  c
24 Psalm 16.1-11  c
25 Mark 16.9-20  c
26 Ephesians 4.1-16  c
27 Exodus 14.10-31  c
28 Exodus 15.1-18  c
29 Exodus 15.19-27  c
30 1 Peter 1.13-25  c

Do you need help with:
•	Funding	your	outreach	ministries?
•	Finding	little-known	private	foundation	sources?	
•	Negotiating	confusing	government	grant	processes?
•	Corporate	foundation	grant	opportunities?
•	Experienced,	professional	grant	writing?

Clur & Associates
Grant writing services for parishes,  
diocesan groups and other charities

Contact PAUL CLUR at  
(613) 329-2616 • pclur99@gmail.com

“Have you heard of British missionaries who went to the ends of 
the earth to share the gospel of Jesus Christ?  Do you have the 
same desire to serve God in an extreme mission adventure?” 

Bishops David Parsons and Darren McCartney are seeking such people who are 
inspired to consider a similar call to ministry.  They can’t offer you riches or an 
easy life, but for such a time as this, when many reject biblical authority they 
can offer communities in the Canadian Arctic who are seeking bible believing 
clergy to teach, pastor and make disciples.

For additional information contact the synod office at  
867-873-5432 or email arctic@arcticnet.org

todd russell: classicist,              activist—and future priest?

“a voice came to me and said, ‘are you ready 
to follow me?’ i answered, ‘no, not yet,’ and 
the voice said, ‘When will you be ready?’  

—todd russell

in office feel so high and 
mighty they can extract 
petty vengeance for dis-
sent.” But you have to target 
the structure, not just the 
actors, he says. “If you just 
have different cogs in the 
same machine, you’ll never 
see meaningful change.”

To people of faith who 
want to brave the political 
arena, he says this: “The 
important thing is always 
to allow space for both the 
heartfelt, emotional side of 
your faith and the rational, 
intellectual side of things. 
If you emphasize one at the 
expense of the other, you’ll 
have a lot more difficulty.” 

Diana SwiFT is a contributing 
writer to the Anglican Journal.

The history of Alberta also 
revolves around land. “First 
Nations people had ownership 
of the land and lived in har-
mony with it. And then there 
was first contact—the settlers 
came and they, too, had a sense 
of the sacredness of the land 
and built communities,” said 
Chapman. 

The camp will also look at 
the interrelationship between 
aboriginal people and the set-
tlers, including the ancestors 
of settlers, he added, noting 
that historically, “it hasn’t been 
the greatest.”

Overall, the camp hopes 
to “reimagine what the land 
would say to us as it offers its 
gifts to us,” said Chapman.  
Participants will choose from 
seven hands-on immersions: 
oil and gas industry, urban 

poverty, aboriginal reconcilia-
tion, ecology and conservation, 
food and farming, arts, and 
interreligious perspectives. 
Chapman emphasized that 
participants and leaders will 
be coming with “an open heart 
and mind; we’re not going in 
there with a bias.” 

The camp hopes to attract 
participants ages 18 to 40 
because it wants to focus on 
“inter-generational solidarity,” 
or developing the church’s 
next generation of leaders in 
the social justice arena. 

For more information about 
Justice Camp 2014, contact the 
following: info@justicecamp.
ca or Canon Barbara Burrows, 
co-ordinator, 780-439-7344; or 
the Rev. Rick Chapman, chair, 
780-934-7144; email rickch@
telus.net. 

—MaRiTES n. SiSOn
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Start your Experience Today!
Visit www.craigtravel.com or
Call us at 1-800-387-8890

By SEA
On small to medium sized ships 

Celtic Explorer
Holland America • ms Prinsendam
July 12, 2014 • 16 Days

Alaska’s Inside Passage
Holland America • ms Volendam
July 16, 2014 • 8 Days

North Cape Voyage
Holland America • ms Ryndam
July 18, 2014 • 16 Days

Baltic Reflections
Crystal Cruises • Crystal Symphony
August 6, 2014 • 12 Days

Gems of the Baltic
Holland America • ms Eurodam
August 14, 2014 • 14 Days

Iberian Discovery
Holland America • ms Ryndam
August 29, 2014 • 13 Days

St. Lawrence Splendours
Crystal Cruises • Crystal Serenity
September 29, 2014 • 8 Days

Russian Waterways
May 30 & September 7, 2014 • 13 Days

Baltic Adventure
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania
June 4, 2014 • 14 Days

Best of Ireland
June 13, August 29 & September 19, 2014 
15 Days

The Canadian Maritimes
July 10, 2014 • 12 Days

Newfoundland and Labrador
August 6, 2014 • 12 Days

Scotland Highlands and Isles
August 7, 2014 • 16 Days

Alpine Wonderland
September 11, 2014 • 17 Days

Leisurely Channel Islands
September 15, 2014 • 14 Days

Heritage of Turkey
September 17, 2014 • 15 Days

Alaska and the Yukon
Holland America • ms Volendam
July 25, 2014 • 13 Days

China and Yangtze River Cruise 
plus Hong Kong
October 10, 2014 • 19 Days

Indochina’s Hidden Charms
November 12, 2014 • 20 Days

Paris and Normandy 
Roundtrip Paris
AmaWaterways • ms AmaLegro
September 10, 2014 • 11 Days 
Sailing along the Seine, uncover the 
many of the sites, homes, and works of 
such greats as Monet, Van Gogh, 
Cezanne, and many more. Explore 
medieval cities, Normandy Beaches and 
take in two nights in Paris. 
AmaWaterways has built an enviable 
reputation for deluxe river cruising 
along the world’s finest river systems. 
Their state of the art ms AmaLegro 
accommodating only 150 passengers 
offers pleasure cruising in absolute 
luxury. Enjoy the comfort of spacious 
staterooms, the pleasure of fine dining 
and the relaxed ambiance and the 
exquisite Old World vistas.  

“The ship and service exceeded our 
expectations.” RT

Rocky Mountaineer Rail 
Adventure
plus Alaska Inside Passage Cruise
Holland America • ms Volendam
August 15, 2014 • 13 Days
We invite you to join us in the chiseled 
wonderland of Western Canada with 
spectacular mountain vistas, gloriously 
preserved National Parks and pristine 
forests. Bask in the pampered luxury of 
Holland America’s ms Volendam as we 
visit Alaska’s scenic capital, Juneau, the 
Klondike Gold Rush city of Skagway 
and historic Ketchikan, the gateway to 
Totem Bite National Park. Leave 
ordinary behind this August and take a 
Rocky Mountaineer Rail Adventure - 
discover this fascinating continent we 
call home. Hosted by The Jewel 88.5’s 
Gary Gamble

“Scenery, service, meals, ambiance all 
excellent.” BH

First class, escorted journeys by land, sea and river to worldwide destinations.
Enjoy superior quality plus the best possible value.

EXPERIENCE OUR WORLD
                                Distinctive Journeys for the Mature Traveller 

Downton Abbey
Heart of England
July 23, 2014 • 9 Days

This rather unique itinerary will allow us 
not only to visit and explore the 
principal residence of the Crawley 
family of the popular TV series of 
Downton Abbey, but also many of the 
villages and the countryside that 
feature so strongly in the series. Journey 
through the heart of England and 
immerse yourself in the post-Edwardian 
era of the Crawley family. If you have not 
yet had the pleasure of viewing the 
program we recommend you sit back, 
relax and enjoy then join us on this 
incredible journey.

“I appreciated many of the inclusions.” ST

Plus many additional departures to the Mediterranean, North America, Asia and India 

By LAND
In depth journeys with 2 & 3 night stays

By LAND and WATER
Adventures with the best of both worlds

By RIVER
Comfortable cruising with most excursions 

‘A La Carte Cruising
Choose your own cruise, dates

and destination!
Call Craig Travel for best rates

and great service.

1092 Mt. Pleasant Road, Toronto, ON  M4P 2M6

� NEW � � NEW � 


