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Call for prayers, 
action in the wake 
of Boushie case 

Joelle Kidd
staff writer

Archbishop Fred Hiltz, primate of the 
Anglican Church of Canada, called on 
people of faith to pray for those affected 
by the fatal shooting of Colten Boushie, an 
Indigenous young man, and the subse-
quent trial and acquittal of Gerald Stanley, 
the Saskatchewan farmer accused of killing 
him. Hiltz also sought prayers for “the 
needs for reform in the justice system.”

“With great empathy, we especially 
remember the Boushie family and Red 
Pheasant First Nation,” said Hiltz, in a 
statement released February 21. 

Anglican, Catholic and Lutheran 
bishops from Saskatchewan also issued a 
statement, vowing to “work for reconcil-
iation and peace among all people in our 
communities and in our nation.” 

Boushie, a 22-year-old Cree man, was 
fatally shot Aug. 9, 2016, after he and four 
others drove onto Stanley’s cattle farm near 
Biggar, Sask.  Stanley testified that the shot 
was accidental and possibly due to a mal-
function known as a hang fire. 
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He lives 
April 1 is Easter, the most important festival for Christians around the world who celebrate the 
resurrection from the dead of Jesus, three days after he was crucified. 

Anglican-Mennonite 
dialogue begins 

Tali Folkins
staff writer

In what’s believed to be the first formal 
ecumenical meeting between the Anglican 
Church of Canada and Mennonite Church 
Canada, members of each church learned 
what both might be able to share with one 
another in Waterloo, Ont., February 2-3.

Among other things, Anglican dialogue 
members expressed a desire to learn from 
Mennonites “how to be a prophetic voice 
from a position where you don’t necessar-
ily have influence or power,” says the Rev. 
Scott Sharman, who participated in the 
meeting as the Anglican Church of Cana-
da’s animator for ecumenical and interfaith 
relations.

The goal of the dialogue at this point 
is primarily for each to learn from and be 
enriched by the other, says Sharman.  

Survey finds exclusion, isolation in church 
Tali Folkins 
staff writer

Archbishop Fred Hiltz, primate of the 
Anglican Church of Canada, says he’s 
considering creating a new position to 
advance accessibility in the church, after 
being presented with a report describing 
numerous barriers—including exclusion 
and isolation—faced by Canadian Angli-
cans with disabilities. 

“What I’m thinking about doing…is 
having a chat with someone I have in mind 
who might take on a kind of role as an en-
voy for people with disabilities,” Hiltz said. 
He said it would most likely be a volunteer 
position. 

Hiltz said the idea came to him after a 
meeting in November with Canon Dennis 
Dolloff, a retired Anglican priest, and the 
Rev. Karen Pitt, a priest ordained by the 
Community Catholic Church of Canada. 
The two met with Hiltz to present him with 
a report on two online surveys Dolloff and 
Pitt launched a year ago. 

The report, authored by Pitt, recom-
mends that the Anglican Church of Can-
ada create a new part-time staff position 
“to advocate and educate the churches 
across Canada,” that could ideally be filled 
by a person with disabilities, and that it 
establish a “Council for Persons with Dis-
abilities” as well as a work committee, for 

See Primate, p. 9

See Getting, p. 10See Church, p. 8

“ There’s 
an openness to 
see where the 

Spirit leads us.
—The Rev. Scott 

Sharman, Anglican 
Church of Canada 

animator for 
ecumenical and 

interfaith relations

5 “If you have 
a physical 
handicap, you’re 
[often] denied 
the altar.”
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• Episcopal Church 
challenged to repent 
for when it failed to 
protect victims of 
sexual exploitation, 
abuse

Joelle Kidd
staff writer

When The New York Times broke the story 
of movie executive Harvey Weinstein’s de-
cades of alleged sexual misconduct against 
employees and peers in the film industry in 
early October 2017, it was as if a dam had 
burst. In the months since, more allegations 
of sexual assault and harassment have been 
spilling forth, not only in the film industry, 
but in the worlds of business, politics, medi-
cine, religion, and more.

On social media, the #MeToo 
movement, founded in 2006 by activist 
Tarana Burke, has come to dominate 
the cultural conversation around sexual 
violence. The hashtag has been used by 
many—mainly women—to share personal 
stories and call attention to the endemic, 
widespread nature of sexual misconduct. It 
has also spawned the hashtag #ChurchToo 
in religious communities.

“I’m seeing #MeToo as a positive,” says 
Mary Wells, a social worker, counsellor and 
consultant. Wells helped write the sexual 
misconduct policy for the diocese of Toron-
to in 1992, recently completed a Cana-
da-wide review of diocesan harassment and 
abuse policies, and represents the national 
church in the Anglican Communion Safe 
Church Commission.  

Though there have been workplace 
harassment policies in place for decades, 
Wells says, women have been hesitant to 
report incidents because they feel ashamed 
or believe they will be blamed or punished 
for reporting. 

Wells says she hopes the movement will 
have a positive impact on the church, help-
ing “nudge” the issue into a place of greater 
awareness.  “The courage of the victims 
who have come forward in the #MeToo 
movement serves to forcefully remind us 
in the Church of the untold harm that can 
be caused by sexual misconduct,” Wells 
wrote in notes penned in December.  It 
was “startling to see the unpreparedness of 
government and other public sector bodies 
that are currently dealing with an avalanche 
of disclosures,” noting that the Anglican 
Church of Canada has been addressing the 
issue of sexual abuse since the 1990s. 

“The policies and procedures we have 
developed are not perfect,” she wrote, but  
Canadian Anglicans can share “what we 
have learned over twenty-five years of pain-
ful experience addressing frailties in our 
Church that have allowed abuse to happen.” 

Archbishop Fred Hiltz, primate of the 
Anglican Church of Canada, has voiced 
his support for women who are disclosing 
sexual harassment and abuse. The  church 
“needs to be solidly standing behind” wom-
en who are stepping forward “to demand 
justice and look for healing,” he said in a 
story published on the national church’s 
website. 

Hiltz said that working at “safe church 
policies and practices” is the most im-
portant show of solidarity. “I think part of 
supporting women and recognizing the 
indignities that they’ve suffered is to make 
sure that those kind of indignities are cer-
tainly not happening within the life of the 
church itself.”

Abuse of power 
In the late 1970s, Wells recalled that another 
cultural sea change happened: awareness 
and acknowledgement of child sexual abuse. 
She says that this was due to a “cascade of 
events” that began with the gruesome rape 
and murder of a 12-year-old boy in Toronto, 
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in 1977. Shortly afterward, the federal gov-
ernment commissioned The Badgley Report 
on Sexual Offences Against Children, which 
in 1984 reported shockingly high figures of 
abuse nationally. In the aftermath of these 
revelations, many complainants felt embold-
ened to come forward.

Background notes on the sexual miscon-
duct policy of the diocese of Toronto state 
that it was not until a scandal in the late ’70s 
and ’80s involving the sexual and physical 
abuse of children in the Mount Cashel Or-
phanage, run by the Irish Christian Brothers 
in Newfoundland, that “an outcry began 
demanding that churches address the possi-
bility of abuse within their own walls.” 

At the time, without “clear and firm 
guidelines for response,” church officials 
“tended to try to protect the institution” 
when faced with allegations of abuse, the 
notes said. “In so doing, they, too, often 
swept legitimate complaints under the 
carpet. If complaints were raised, they were 
dealt with in secrecy, little support was 
offered to complainants, and offending cler-
gy were simply admonished and perhaps 
moved to a new ministry.” 

In the 1990s, revelations also came to 
light regarding  the abuse of native children 
in church-run residential schools. 

The diocese of Toronto’s sexual abuse 
and sexual misconduct policy became the 
basis for similar policies in many dioceses 
across the country, says Wells. It included 
procedures not just for child sexual abuse, 
but sexual misconduct occurring between 
adults. This was driven by the Bishop’s 
Committee on Women Clergy, which had 
begun to document incidents of sexual ha-
rassment experienced by women priests. 

The policy addresses sexual assault (as 
defined in the Criminal Code of Canada), 
sexual harassment (unwelcome sexual con-
duct or comments) and sexual exploitation 
(taking advantage of the vulnerability of an 
adult where there is a fiduciary or pastoral 
relationship) as well.  Sexual exploitation, 
Wells says, applies in the case of a relation-
ship that carries spiritual authority. 

Wells became “imbued” with the idea of 
due process during her time working at a 
legal clinic and wanted to create an equitable 
process for dealing with harassment under 
the diocesan policy. At the time, she says, 
clergy “had far more rights than the lay 
people” under canon law. Lay people, for 
instance, couldn’t appear before a tribunal. 
“I said, ‘We’re going to take all the powers 
that the clergy have and give them to the lay 
people, too.’ ” The resulting policy outlines a 
process for dealing with sexual harassment 
claims, alternative to the canon process.

“Sexual abuse is about abuse of power,” 
says Wells. “So, if you can bring it in front of 
the justice system, it levels the playing field.”

Cases of child sexual abuse follow a 
different procedure, as the law requires au-
tomatic reporting to a protective authority.

The church should be proud of the due 
process its policies offer, says Wells.  “The 
#MeToo movement is, at this point, in a 
stage of an outpouring of pent-up anger.” 

This is “a normal stage in the aftermath 
of disclosures of sexual abuse by a person 
in a position of power,” she says. Action and 
resolution follow, “including the establish-
ment of just processes for responding to 
new disclosures.”

The pressure to forgive
How the church deals with sexual miscon-
duct is complicated by Christianity’s empha-
sis on forgiveness. “You still see it today, that 
people are pressured into, ‘Well, shouldn’t 
you forgive him? Aren’t we a forgiving peo-
ple?’ ” says Wells. 

She cites ethicist Marie Fortune, a 
minister of the United Church of Christ in 
the United States, who has written books on 
sexual abuse and gender-based violence in 
the church. “One of the guidelines [Fortune] 
laid down is…forgiving never means that 
you’re open to being abused again.” Fortune 
also wrote about forgiveness as a process, 
says Wells. “It’s not something that you 
should or shouldn’t do. It just happens.”

Wells says her core belief is that “sexual-
ity and sexual activity are gifts [from] God.” 
While any of God’s gifts are potentially open 
to abuse, she says, “abuse of the gift of sexu-
ality is potentially soul-destroying.”

There are several areas where the church 

5Participants 
at the Women’s 
March in San 
Francisco, Jan. 
20, 2018
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Bible Readings May 2018

c	01 	John 14.1-14
c	02 	John 14.15-31
c	03 	John 15.9-25
c	04 	1 John 5.1-12
c	05 	Psalm 98.1-9
c	06 	Ezra 3.1-13
c	07 	1 John 5.13-21
c	08 	2 John 1-13
c	09 	3 John 1-15
c	10 	Acts 1.1-11

c	11 	Psalm 47.1-9
c	12 	John 17.1-26
c	13 	Proverbs 31.10-31
c	14 	Proverbs 31.10-31
c	15 	Psalm 103.1-22
c	16 	Genesis 11.1-9
c	17 	Exodus 19.3-25
c	18 	Ezekiel 34.1-14
c	19 	John 15.26–16.15
c	20 	Acts 2.1-21

c	21 	Romans 8.1-17
c	22 	Romans 8.18-39
c	23 	Isaiah 6.1-13
c	24 	John 3.1-13
c	25 	John 5.1-18
c	26 	John 5.19-47
c	27 	Psalm 29.1-11
c	28 	Psalm 139.1-18
c	29 	1 Samuel 2.1-11
c	30 	Psalm 113.1-9
c	31 	Luke 1.39-56

source: canadian bible society. used with permission. photo: jonatan pie/unsplash.com
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• Archbishop of 
Canterbury calls 
for greater Anglican 
Communion say 
in selection of 
successor

• New Anglican 
bishops attend 
induction week 
at Canterbury 
Cathedral

The Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund
t h e   a n g l i c a n   c h u r c h   o f   c a n a d a

Tel: 1-866-308-7973 • pwrdf.org • Twitter @pwrdf • Facebook @pwrdfcan

PWRDF acknowledges the 
work of our tireless volunteers.
Writing articles, planning 
fundraisers, hosting education 
events and delivering homilies 
are just a few of the ways 
hundreds of volunteers are 
connecting Anglicans in  
Canada to PWRDF’s  
partners around the world.  
Without you, our vision  
of a truly healthy, just and 
peaceful world would  
not be possible.

April 15–21 is National Volunteer Week

Thank you!

Tali Folkins
staff writer

Changes now being considered to the struc-
ture of the United Church of Canada could 
conceivably ease clergy-sharing and other 
forms of co-operation between that church 
and the Anglican Church of Canada, say 
some leaders from the two churches.

One challenge now facing merged 
Anglican and United congregations, as noted 
in a report issued following the conclusion 
of the most recently completed round of 
dialogue between the two denominations, 
is that they lack an agreement allowing the 
interchangeability of ministries. Clergy of 
one church have been allowed to serve as 
clergy for the other only in circumstances 
regarded as exceptional, such as in 
ecumenical shared ministries, for which 
special permission needs to be granted by 
the authorities of each denomination.

Much of the reason for this lack of 
agreement, the report says, has to do with 
differences between the two churches on 
the meaning of the ministry of episkopé, or 
oversight. Whereas in the tradition of the 
United Church, episkopé is seen as mostly 
vested in the church councils, Anglicans 
see it as residing primarily in the person 
of the bishop. Simply put, for Anglicans, 
it’s important that clergy are ordained by 
bishops, says the Rev. Lynne McNaughton, 
Anglican co-chair of the dialogue between 
the two denominations. 

But there are no bishops in the United 
Church, and United Church ministers 
cannot preside at an Anglican Eucharist. “A 
United Church minister cannot current-
ly celebrate the Eucharist for Anglicans, 
according to the Anglican liturgical rites 
for the Eucharist,” explains the Rev. Scott 
Sharman, the Anglican Church of Canada’s 
animator for ecumenical and interfaith 

5Members of 
the Anglican 
Church of 
Canada-
United Church 
of Canada 
Dialogue gather 
during their 
meeting in 
November. 
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United Church restructuring could boost dialogue  

relations. “But, a United Church minister 
who is serving as the pastor of an ecumeni-
cal shared ministry, which includes an An-
glican parish, can celebrate communion, 
according to the United Church liturgical 
rites for communion, and Anglicans can 
receive that communion from them.”

The collapse of the talks between the 
two churches over formal union in 1975, 
the report notes, was “significantly due to 
different understandings of historic epis-
copacy,” and episkopé has continued to be 
an important topic of the dialogue since it 
restarted in 2003. 

With the United Church now in the 
process of a major reorganization, how-
ever, it’s possible there might be “some 
openness and some possibilities” for the 
creation of “a place for personal oversight, 
or personal episkopé, as they call it” in the 
United Church of Canada, says the Rev. 
Sandra Beardsall, United Church of Cana-
da co-chair of the dialogue.

Under a plan now before the United 
Church’s governing body, the church’s four 

levels of  of governance—pastoral charge 
or congregation, presbytery, conference 
and General Council—would be reduced 
to three. The idea is that presbyteries 
and conferences would be replaced with 
regional councils. 

Beardsall says it’s her personal 
opinion—and not an official position 
of the United Church—that the new 
level of governance, which would 
correspond roughly to the diocesan level 
in the Anglican Church of Canada, could 
conceivably include an ordained staff 
member bearing at least some resemblance 
to a bishop.

Sharman says that it’s difficult to specu-
late on the outcome of the United Church’s 
restructuring, and that differences in how 
the two churches understand episkopé are 
likely to persist, regardless. But, he says, 
“the result of the [restructuring] process, 
whatever happens, will definitely have a 
bearing on our dialogue, and on the rela-
tionship of our churches.”

The possible impact of the 
restructuring, he said, was one of the areas 
dialogue members discussed when they 
met November 27-30, 2017.

Last November’s meeting was the first 
gathering in the third round of dialogue 
between the churches since ecumenical 
talks between them recommenced. 

The most important outcome of the 
meeting, dialogue members say, is a 
resolve to look at where co-operation 
is already happening between the two 
churches at the grassroots level, and to 
examine how it can be further encouraged.

Sharman says there are upwards of 
44 Anglican Church of Canada-United 
Church of Canada ecumenical shared 
ministries, or joint congregations, in 
Canada. g
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Have your say
 
One thousand recipients of the 
Anglican Journal were randomly 
chosen to complete a survey 
about how the Anglican Church 
of Canada communicates with 
its members at the national and 
diocesan levels.

If you were chosen, you would 
have received a personalized 
survey invitation in the mail.

Fill us in! Complete the survey 
now by following the instructions 
in your letter.

Thank you for helping the Church 
in this important work!

—The Joint Anglican Journal/ 
Communications Working Group
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Marites N. Sison

KNEELING, HANDS FOLDED, 
eyes fixed on the church altar.  
  Sitting by the window, Bible in 

hand, reading quietly as a candle flickers 
on the side table. Sitting, eyes closed, as 
tobacco, sweet grass, sage and cedar burn 
in a bowl. Walking, slowly and mindfully, 
along a lake blanketed by early morning fog. 
These are some of the ways people pray. 

How do you pray? Why do you pray? 
What is prayer? If God is all-knowing, why 
should we pray? This month, we begin a 
series on prayer, which will explore these 
questions and more.  (See pp. 6–7.)

It may surprise people to know that 
prayer is “alive and well” in Canada, 
according to an Angus Reid Institute 
Survey released in 2016. Prayer occupies 
a “prominent” place in the lives of many 
Canadians even though they live in one of 
the most secular countries in the world, the 
survey noted. Among the key findings:
•	 42% of Canadians pray at least once a 

week; 44% engage in a prayer activity 
each month

•	 86%, even those who reject religion, 
believe prayer enriches the person who 
prays

•	 One in five say they pray daily
•	 43% of those 55 or older pray once  

a week; 23% of those 18–34 pray  

FROM THE 
EDITOR4

 	 EDITOR: 	 Marites N. Sison
	 ART DIRECTOR: 	 Saskia Rowley
ASSISTANT TO THE EDITOR: 	 Janet Thomas
	 STAFF WRITERS:	 Tali Folkins
		  Joelle Kidd
	 GRAPHIC DESIGNER:	 Jane Thornton
	CIRCULATION MANAGER: 	 Beverley Murphy
	 CIRCULATION: 	 Mirella Ross
		  Fe Bautista
		  Marlina Farales

ADVERTISING MANAGER: 	 Larry Gee
PUBLISHER: 	The Anglican Journal Co-ordinating  
	 Committee
The Anglican Journal is published monthly (with the exception 
of July and August) and is mailed separately or with one of 23 
diocesan or regional sections. It is a member of the Canadian 
Church Press and the Associated Church Press. We acknowledge 
the financial support of the Government of Canada for our 
publishing activities. 

LETTERS: letters@anglicanjournal.com
or mail to: Letters, Anglican Journal, 
80 Hayden St., Toronto, ON  M4Y 3G2

CONCERNS AND COMPLAINTS:
Anglican Journal Editor: editor@anglican journal.com; 
Meghan Kilty, Director of General Synod Communication  
and Information Resources:  
mkilty@national.anglican.ca
Unsolicited manuscripts are welcome but prior queries  
are advised. 

ADVERTISING: 
Larry Gee
593 Balmy Beach Rd.,  
Owen Sound, ON  
N4K 5N4
Phone: 226-664-0350 
Fax: 416-925-8811
Email: advertising@national.anglican.ca

ADVERTISING DEADLINE:  
25th day of the 2nd month preceding publication date.
Acceptance of advertising does not imply endorsement 
by Anglican Journal or the Anglican Church of Canada
Indexed in the Canadian Magazine Index, Canadian Periodical 
Index and online in the Canadian Business & Current Affairs 
Database. Printed in North York, ON by Webnews Printing, Inc.
PUBLICATIONS MAIL AGREEMENT NO. 40069670 

RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO: 
CIRCULATION DEPT.  
80 HAYDEN ST., TORONTO, ON  M4Y 3G2

SUBSCRIPTION CHANGES Send old and new 
address (include ID number on label, if possible): E-mail: 
circulation@national.anglican.ca; or (phone)
416-924-9199 or 1-866-924-9192, ext. 259/245; or (fax) 
416-925-8811; or Anglican Journal, 80 Hayden St., Toronto, 
ON M4Y 3G2.

SUBSCRIPTION RATE:  
$10 a year in Canada, $17 in U.S. and overseas.  
Excepting these inserts: Niagara Anglican $15; Crosstalk 
(Ottawa) $15 suggested donation; Huron Church News 
$15 a year in Canada,  $23 U.S. & overseas; Diocesan 
Times (NS & PEI) $15; Anglican Life (Nfld) $15, Nfld & 
Labrador $20 outside Nfld,  
$25 in U.S. and overseas.

ISSN-0847-978X             CIRCULATION: 121,000

We acknowledge the financial support of the 
Government of Canada.

Anglican Journal
First published as the Dominion Churchman in 1875, 

Anglican Journal is the national news magazine of the Anglican Church of Canada. 
It has an independent editorial policy and is published by the Anglican Journal Co-ordinating Committee.

A journey into prayer 

Standing together with our Jewish sisters and brothers
way? How do fictional atrocities contribute 
to the writers’ theological purpose?
Steve Schuh 

Get rid of pews 
It’s worth pointing out that most of the 
tips (Tips for making your church demen-
tia-friendly, anglicanjournal.com, Jan. 15, 
2018) don’t just make things easier for 
seniors, but also for newcomers.

I might suggest further that church 
accessibility can be improved by 
eliminating pews, and having seating 
available only for people who need it. 

I recently visited an Eastern Orthodox 
church that had moved all its nice old 
pews to the edges of the room, and had 
chairs or cushions available for those who 
wanted them.

 I was stunned at how it allowed 
everyone to move more freely in worship, 
particularly anyone in a wheelchair. Teens 
could fulfill their rebellious streak by 
sitting on the floor. It also turns out that 
it’s what everyone did before the 15th 
century anyway, so traditionalists should 
have no grounds to protest.

Liam Ray

I write this on International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day. In my watching of the 
“Live Feed” of General Synod 2016, I must 
have missed the motion to remove the 
prayer for the conversion of the Jews from 
Good Friday services. 

It is unfortunate that we have to wait 
until 2022 for this to be official (Removal 
of prayer for conversion of the Jews to be 
revisited at General Synod, Jan. 2018, p. 10). 

While our Book of Common Prayer 
received unanimous approval some 55 years 
ago, times have changed. 

One cannot read Rabbi Lord Jonathan 
Sacks’ Not in God’s Name, or listen to 
his reflections with [former Archbishop 
of Canterbury] Rowan Williams upon 
their visit to Auschwitz in 2008, or read 
the article by the present Archbishop of 
Canterbury regarding anti-Semitism, in 
which he says “We must stand together” 
with our Jewish sisters and brothers, and 
not be concerned that this prayer is, at the 
least, inappropriate. At the worst, it suggests 
anti-Semitism in these times when so much 
is being attempted to bring communities of 
faith together for the love of God and for 
justice in a broken world.

While the House of Bishops may be 
like that “other place,” the chamber of 

“sober second thought,” I would hope the 
small percentage of that house who voted 
against the discontinuing and removal of 
the prayer would not hinder the right and 
justifiable change and that, even before 
2022, an understanding can be made for the 
discontinuing use of that particular Good 
Friday prayer. 

It would be my hope, as Bishop Michael 
Hawkins [diocese of Saskatchewan] 
suggested, the resolution not be “hidden” 
in housekeeping, and that the resolution by 
Bishop Bruce Myers [diocese of Quebec] 
will be unanimously approved, in God’s 
name, at the General Synod in 2019.
The Rev. Ray Fletcher
Telkwa, B.C. 
Diocese of Caledonia

Fact or fiction? 
Like the genocide of the Midianites by 
the Hebrew people, historians suggest 
the “slaughter of the innocents” by Herod 
very likely never happened (Not wholly 
innocent, by Canon Jeffrey Metcalfe, 
anglicanjournal.com, Jan. 11, 2018). 
     That offers some solace for those dis-
turbed by the ethical implications of the 
stories, but it raises other questions, too: 
Why did the writers tell their story this 
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Picture  
Your Faith 
Do you have 
photographs 
that illustrate 
“Change”? We 
invite you to share 
them by email to 
pictureyourfaith@
gmail.com. 
Deadline for 
submissions is  
April 23.
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once a week 
•	 About three in four who pray “often” or 

“sometimes” do so at home
•	 Two in five of those who pray do so 

regularly at a place of worship—a 
church, temple or mosque 
Surveys in the U.S. and the U.K. 

show similar results. Fifty-five per cent 
of Americans say they pray every day, 
according to a 2014 Pew Research Survey. 
Over half (51%) of Britons also pray and 
one in five say they pray even though 
they are not religious, according to 
Tearfund, a U.K.-based Christian relief and 
development agency, which released results 
of its poll in January.

Even without these surveys, some point 

to anecdotal evidence that while people 
are becoming less religious—at least in 
many secular societies like Canada—quite 
a number still believe in prayer or at least 
appear to do so. 

How many of you have been asked by 
friends, even non-believers, for prayers 
when they’re undergoing a personal crisis? 
Each time tragedy strikes—a terror attack 
or a natural disaster—we are flooded with 
social media feeds asking for prayers or 
expressing one’s “thoughts and prayers.” 
Whether in fact people do pray or this 
has simply become a kneejerk reaction to 
unfortunate events that now occur with 
alarming frequency, we don’t know. But 
it’s a question worth asking and we will 
explore this one, too. 

Canada, like the U.S. and the U.K., is, of 
course, a nation of many faiths and beliefs, 
and it goes without saying that its prayer 
patterns are diverse. But as ecumenical and 
interfaith co-operation grows, what are 
different faiths learning from one another 
when it comes to prayer? Or is there 
still resistance and fear about embracing 
something from another religion? 

We are approaching this series on prayer 
with unfettered curiosity and a hope that it 
will not only broaden your knowledge, but 
help enrich your prayer lives.

From all of us, Happy Easter. g

Email: editor@national.anglican.ca

5One in five 
Canadians say 
they pray daily.
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I had to shudder when I read John 
Longhurst’s article Anglicans or 
aliens? [Jan. 2018, p. 3] in which 
he stated that vestments may make 
people wearing them look “alien 
and disconnected from modern-day 
life.”

Those who lead the services at 
our Anglican churches (priest, dea-
con or lay reader) have been called 
by God. 

Deuteronomy 14:2 (NLT) says: 
“You have been set apart as holy to 
the Lord God” and Leviticus 20:26b 

says: “I have set you apart from all 
other people,” and that is what our 
vestments do.

Yes, vestments should be worn 
by those who have dedicated them-
selves to God and his work. To me, 
a surplice and a cassock, or an alb, 
add to the “holiness” of our worship, 
and we should be worshipping God 
in the spirit of holiness.

On the other hand, a chasuble 
is far too pretentious and only says:  
“Look at how good I am!” “I am a 
big shot!” Let’s put all our clergy 

on the same level—get rid of the 
chasuble—humble yourself before 
the Lord.
Barbara Dow
London, Ont.  

Shamefaced 
I have been an Anglican for over 
80 years, including many years 
working for the church in parish 
and diocesan ministry.  
     After reading the article (Remov-
al of prayer for conversion of the Jews 

to be revisited at General Synod,  
Jan. 2018, p. 10), I simply can’t get 
the issue out of my mind. 
     Diocese of Quebec Bishop Bruce 
Myers’ comments would seem to 
be precise in my view. For the life 
of me, I cannot understand the 
position of some of our bishops. 

I would have to say that I am 
ashamed of our church’s apparent 
attitude toward Jews. 
Fred Zeggil
Stittsville, Ont.  

LETTERS4
Vestments add to ‘holiness’ of worship, except the chasuble 

By Fred Hiltz

I JUST CAUGHT the first whiff of 
spring thaw and mud and it was very 
good!

The first signs of spring come as we 
celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Indeed, one of the great hymns of 
Easter describes this glorious festival as 
“the spring of souls.” I love that imagery, 
and it prompts me to think of my soul and 
yours, the soul of our church and the soul 
of our society.

As I think of our own souls, I am 
reminded through the stories of the 
evangelists that we serve a living Lord 
who wills that we enjoy the freshness and 
fullness and “foreverness” of life with him.  
Amazed at all the wondrous ways in which 
his grace is at work in our lives, I wonder, 
too, what new thing he would want to 
accomplish in and through us? What is 
the new seed he might want to plant in us? 
What kind of soil might we need to be if 
that seed is to take root and shoot, bud and 
blossom? What is the springtime he wills 
for my life and yours?

As I think of the soul of our church, I 
see how the risen Lord is awakening us 
to new ways of carrying out the ministry 
entrusted to us. I marvel at how he moves 
men and women to a deep yearning for 
living out their baptismal vows so that 
both they and others know that their 

‘The spring of souls’
of the ways in which systemic and em-
bedded racism continues to reveal itself in 
our times. I wonder then, if we might view 
the Calls to Action from Canada’s Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) as 
being like huge bags of seed, holding the 
promise of a fair country with a better life 
for its First Peoples? Can we see our work 
as scattering TRC seed and tending it with 
diligence as we await the first shoots of 
something that has finally taken a good 
deep root? Can we bear those who sing:

Let the seed of freedom
awake and flourish,
let the deep roots nourish,
let the tall stalks rise.
O healing river,
send down your waters,
O healing river,
from out of the skies.

(“O Healing River,” Hymn 578,  
Common Praise)

Could it be that we might be in for a 
Canadian springtime such as we have 
never seen before?

I just got a few more wonderful whiffs 
of spring. Have you? g  

Archbishop Fred Hiltz is primate of the 
Anglican Church of Canada.

text: fred hellerman and fran minkoff.  
copyright 1964 appleseed music. permission sought.

COME  
AND SEE4

ing this, may we perceive that there is no 
healthy way forward for Canada without 
an effective dismantling of the systemic 
evil we call racism.

The conscious attitudes of individuals 
are where most people locate racism. For 
significant parts of Canadian society, there-
fore, outright prejudice against Indigenous 
people is no longer accepted in polite con-
versation and behaviour. But the systemic 
nature of racism is revealed in that long 
after direct statements of prejudice are re-
jected, bias and fear of “the other” are still 
embedded in all the various structures and 
institutions of our society—including the 
institution of the church. Sadly, and with 
deadly impact, bias and fear of the other 
linger in the hidden and habitual attitudes 
of great portions of our society. 

In Scripture, the struggle with systemic 
evil is a central element of the ministry and 
life of Jesus. The systemic character of evil 
is portrayed, in one aspect, as a personal 
human problem. Embedded in our hearts, 
it is the focus of the gift of spiritual dis-
cernment and the practice of moral exam-

By Mark MacDonald

THE RECENT ACQUITTAL of 
Gerald Stanley in the death of 
Colten Boushie has revealed a deep 

and abiding difference in the experience of 
Indigenous peoples and non-Indigenous 
people across Canada. For many Indige-
nous people, this was both heartbreaking 
and familiar. For many other Canadians, 
there was both dismay and some surprise. 
The enormous gaps in the performance of 
justice, the widespread and obvious denial 
of basic respect and dignity for Indigenous 
people in the legal system, have become 
clear in a way that is a sharp jolt to a broad-
er public.

Many of the responses to the verdict 
have been useful and good; Senator Murray 
Sinclair’s comments stand out as practical, 
wise and constructive. While holding onto 
these practical steps forward, it is very 
important to recognize some of the deep 
truths this matter reveals. The deep and 
wide presence of systemic evil in Canadian 
society and culture has become clear to 
a larger group of Canadians. Recogniz-

Spiritual struggle, systemic evilWALKING 
TOGETHER4

ination. Systemic evil is also a communal 
and cultural problem, described by Paul 
as the principalities and powers. We find 
these at a societal level, more often under-
stood today as institutions, ideologies and 
images. These, too, are to be examined in 
spiritual discernment—to test the spirits—
and in the practice of a more communal 
moral examination.

We are to approach systemic evil with 
one thing in mind: Jesus, as Paul proclaims 
in Colossians 2:15, has “disarmed the 
principalities and powers…triumphing 
over them by the cross.” We are, therefore, 
to engage these evils with courage and 
hope, not backing down and not giving up. 
We know that their death and destruction 
often lurk in our hearts and in our cultures. 
We also know and affirm that God has 
called us in Christ to a fearless spiritual 
and moral discernment that leads to 
their dismantling in the work of love and 
reconciliation. ​g

Bishop Mark MacDonald is national In-
digenous bishop of the Anglican Church of 
Canada. 

faith and the works that accompany 
them are making a real difference in their 
community.

I marvel, too, at how the Lord continues 
to draw Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
Anglicans together to nurture the 
emerging of a truly Indigenous church.

As plans unique to different areas of 
the country are seeded, we look with great 
anticipation for the signs of their rooting 
and shooting, budding and blossoming. It 
feels for many of us like a springtime for 
our entire church.

As I think of the soul of our society, I 
am mindful of the historic trauma borne 
by the First Peoples of this great land and 

5The first 
signs of spring 
prompt the 
author to think 
about what 
“new seed” 
God wants to 
plant in us.

photo: mitchell griest/
unsplash

“ Bias and 
fear of the 

other linger 
in the hidden 
and habitual 
attitudes of 

great portions 
of our society.

CORRECTION: 
The photo on p. 4 
of the March 2018 
issue should have 
been credited to 
Sb2s3/Wikimedia 
Commons, not 
Wikimedia 
Commons.
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As people enter through the narthex of St. 
Faith’s Anglican Church, Vancouver, B.C., 
on a Sunday evening, they are greeted by 
a small table bearing a chalkboard with 
a welcoming message, as well as a box of 
small wooden hearts and an assortment of 
words—healing, play, forgiveness, creativi-
ty. There is an invitation to take a heart and 
a word. 

Inside, another basket is set with co-
lourful socks and cozy blankets. Some help 
themselves to these comfortable offerings. 
Everyone gathers in a semi-circle around 
a simple table, which acts as an altar for 
the Rev. Melanie Calabrigo, the gathering 
priest. After welcoming everyone and giv-
ing a short orientation, Calabrigo begins 
by acknowledging the land (the unceded 
territory of the Coast Salish people) and 
reading a poem. This is followed by a read-
ing of the psalm of the day, and the gospel 
reading, in the style of lectio divina. 

The gathering disperses and for half 
an hour, participants converge around 
arts stations or on their own to respond 
creatively to the texts they have just heard. 
As musicians play contemplative music, 
people around the room paint with water-
colours, create sand trays, light candles, 
dance, write, or simply sit and quietly 
reflect. After the allotted time, the group 
reassembles, and all are invited to place 
what they have created on a colourful quilt, 
as an “offering.”

Then, they celebrate the Eucharist. Cal-
abrigo closes with another poem, and they 
disperse, stopping on the way by a table 
laden with “comfort items” to be taken, 
as reminders, for the week ahead—small 
hearts, crosses, chocolate and tea.

This is St. Hildegard’s Sanctuary, an 
arts-based, contemplative community in 
the parish of St. Faith’s, Vancouver, in the 
diocese of New Westminster. It is also a re-
cipient of a $15,000 grant from the Angli-
can Foundation of Canada for the develop-
ment of a set of trauma-sensitive liturgical 
resources entitled “All Are Welcome.”

‘The arts offer hope’  
The idea for St. Hildegard’s arose out of 
Calabrigo’s seminary studies on the theol-
ogy of beauty, and her work as a spiritual 
director, which was focused on “creative 
processes and how they connect us to the 
Holy.” At the time, she was also doing some 
chaplaincy training, which brought her 
in contact with what she calls “the broad 
range of trauma in our world.” She soon 

discovered an overlap between what she 
learned about trauma and her work on 
creativity and spirituality. 

St. Hildegard’s grant application to 
the Anglican Foundation notes that there 
are “many people in our midst who have 
survived traumatic experiences, whether 
as residential school survivors, child abuse 
survivors, sexual and physical abuse survi-
vors, war veterans, civilian war survivors, 
refugees, the list goes on.” Indeed, Statistics 
Canada reports a 9.2% lifetime preva-
lence of post-traumatic stress disorder in 
the population, and notes that it can be a 
chronic condition.

When experiencing grief and trauma, 
Calabrigo realized, people often “step away 
from God.” Sitting in worship services on 
Sunday, she began to wonder if elements 
of the traditional church service would be 
“impediments” to those who have expe-
rienced trauma, and whether there were 
things a church might do that would be 
helpful.

She began to think about ways a service 
could incorporate creative expression and 
contemplation. “The experience of beauty 
has a long history of drawing people to the 
holy. The arts offer hope through beauty 
and imagination. And creative practice is 
known to be both enlivening and ground-
ing,” Calabrigo says. “Those are things that 
are lovely for all of us, and might appeal to 
folks that would not come to a more typical 
church service. I started thinking, ‘What if 
we could put all these things together?’ ”

Calabrigo met with diocese of New 
Westminster Bishop Melissa Skelton, who 
encouraged her to find a space and to make 
the idea a reality. 

The Rev. Richard Leggett, rector at St. 
Faith’s, is professor emeritus at Vancou-
ver School of Theology, and had taught 
Calabrigo when she attended seminary. He 
offered to let her use space at St. Faith’s for 

A gentle invitation to worship

5At St. 
Hildegard’s 
Sunday evening 
services, 
participants 
contemplate 
and respond 
to the day’s 
readings 
through art.
photo: sandra vander 

schaaf

St. Hildegard’s Sanctuary. Originally, it was 
set to be a six-week project for Lent 2016; 
response was positive, and it continued. In 
January 2017, St. Faith’s undertook to cre-
ate resources for St. Hildegard’s to continue 
in 2018. In addition to weekly Sunday eve-
ning services, Calabrigo says they plan to 
hold monthly arts events and three full-day 
retreats over the course of the year. With 
the grant from the Anglican Foundation, 
they are expanding their liturgy to reflect 
the Christian year. 

Trauma-sensitive liturgy
Calabrigo has worked with a trauma consul-
tant and discussed with several people living 
with the effects of trauma to learn how to 
best create a trauma-sensitive service and 
liturgy. Among the potentially disturbing el-
ements found in the liturgical texts, she says, 
are those that “express an understanding of 
the saving work of God in Christ through 
the lens of substitutionary atonement,” that 
“express an uncritical view of the salvific 
benefit of suffering,” that describe “the 
sacrifice of Christ in physical terms that can 
be unsettling” and that “employ exclusive 
gender language for God.”

Leggett, who served on the Anglican 
Church of Canada’s liturgy task force from 
2010 to 2016, says that the goal is to find 
“dynamic equivalents” to problematic 
words and phrases—“self ” could be used 
rather than “body,” for example, or “life” 
rather than “blood.”

“What we’re also trying to do is find 
language that is evocative,” he adds. “The 
best kind of liturgical language is an op-
portunity for you to pause for a moment 
and think, ‘What does that mean for me? 
How do I understand this?’ ”

While keeping true to the Anglican 
tradition and “the good news of God in 
Christ,” Leggett says, the aim is to make 
the texts more inviting and to recognize 
the experiences of the people who are 
participating.

There are small changes that make a big 
difference for some; for instance, St. Hil-
degard’s practices a non-touch passing of 
the peace. Calabrigo says some people feel 
uncomfortable with practices like hugging 
in church. Although people are trying to 
be welcoming, she says, “that gesture is 
actually not welcome for some people.”

Not all people will feel the same way, 
however. “The best thing is to talk to peo-
ple and find out what is both welcoming 
and an impediment for them,” she says. 

They also decreased the amount of 
words in the liturgy, says Calabrigo. 

3St. Hildegard’s 
Sanctuary is a 
contemplative, 
arts-based 
community 
within the parish 
of St. Faith’s, 
Vancouver.

photo:  
sandra vander schaaf

PRAYER4

See Church, p. 7
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What is prayer, and why do we pray? 
language.

Pickens, who with his wife, Kara, de-
signed and is overseeing the delivery of a lay 
spiritual renewal program in the diocese of 
New Westminster, says that when we pray, 
we’re learning to repeat “what God is saying 
to us through the Scriptures, and through 
the church, and the world…to pick up the 
language of God in order to give voice to 
our needs and the needs of the world, and to 
give voice to how God views the world.”

Being present to God
And yet, he adds, prayer is, in some sense, 
speech beyond speech, “a language that 
gives voice to something that’s interior and 
mysterious, an apprehension of God that is 
somewhat beyond us.”

Although prayer can be formal, says 
Kara Pickens, as it is in liturgy and spoken 
prayers, we can also pray through our tears, 
our laughter, our work, and generally when 
“we invite the sacred to shape our experi-
ence as humans.” 

For Christians, Koester says, it’s import-
ant to remember that prayer isn’t about 
trying to reach a remote God. 

“Christ is in all places, and we’re not 
actually calling down God to come to this 
place,” he says. “We’re actually meeting God 
where God already is.”

Similarly, say Feheley and the Pickenses, 
it’s important to know that we can pray even 
amidst the most mundane tasks, by being 
present to God. 

“Scriptures talk about praying constant-
ly, and everybody goes, ‘I can’t do that,’ ” 
Feheley says. “Well, you can, actually, if you 
see what you’re doing as prayerful.”

We often have these “sacramental” mo-
ments, moments of “holy encounter,” says 
Brad Pickens, when we are aware that God 
is present even in the midst of our everyday 
lives.

“It’s the substance of our life, and some-
times it comes about just in these really 
beautiful ways…when things become a 
little more clear, and a little more reoriented 
towards God,” he says. g

Views from a monk, 
a priest, lay leaders 
Tali Folkins
staff writer

Some people, if asked, would probably 
say that prayer means asking for some-
thing, and indeed the Oxford Canadian 
Dictionary defines prayer as “a solemn 
request or thanksgiving to God or an object 
of worship.” The word itself comes from 
the Latin prex, which can mean not only a 
prayer but an earnest or humble request. 

But is that really all it is? Some Anglicans 
who are especially involved in it say prayer 
can be a much richer thing than the dictio-
nary definition would suggest.

For Br. James Koester, a Canadian monk 
who is brother superior of the Society 
of Saint John the Evangelist, a monastic 
community of The Episcopal Church based 
in Cambridge, Mass., says prayer is about 
“being filled with the life of God.” He cites 
2 Peter 1:4, in which it’s written that Christ 
has given believers the ability to “become 
participants of the divine nature.” 

How do we know we’re sharing in the 
divine life when we pray? Love tells us, 
Koester says.

“Christ is present everywhere, and one 
of the places we discover the presence of 
Christ is if we’re in the presence of love,” he 
says. “If my prayer draws me deeper into 
being a person of love, then I’m in the pres-
ence of God, because God is love.”

Sharing in the life of God ultimately also 
means taking part in building the kingdom 
of God, he says; we are transformed by 
prayer, and our actions are affected by it.

God is unchangeable, so prayer isn’t 
about trying to change the will of God, 
Koester says. But this doesn’t mean we 
shouldn’t pray for things to be other than 
they are, he says, because an important part 
of prayer is giving voice to our desire—to 
God, to others and to ourselves.

“God knows that there needs to be peace 
and reconciliation in the Middle East,” he 

We can pray 
through our 
tears, our 
laughter, our 
work...even 
amidst the most 
mundane of 
tasks.
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says. “But God also wants to know that I 
think that’s important, and God wants me 
to share that desire…God wants me to 
verbalize that, and then I become changed 
by that.”

Aligning with divine will
Archdeacon Paul Feheley, national direc-
tor of the Anglican Fellowship of Prayer 
(Canada), which promotes prayer among 
Canadian Anglicans, agrees that prayer is 
really about trying to align our own wills 
with the divine will, rather than trying to 
sway God. 

He points out the example of Christ, 
who, in the garden of Gethsemane, prays, 
“Father, if you are willing, remove this cup 
from me; yet, not my will but yours be 
done.” Feheley also cites the Lord’s Prayer: 
“Your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.”

“If we model ourselves on Jesus, as I 
believe we should, we’re always putting 
ourselves into the presence of God—not to 
sway, but to understand,” he says. 

Feheley says it’s certainly to be expect-
ed—and not reprehensible—that people in 
the grips of crisis turn to God with prayer 
that things will turn out well for them. But 
there’s something more fundamental to 
prayer, he says.

“By facing the difficulty, and by putting 
ourselves in God’s presence, then there’s a 
sense of knowing that God is with us no 
matter what…and that’s the critical thing 
about prayer,” he says. “It’s not winning and 
losing—it’s a constant unconditional love 
that’s with us.”

Brad Pickens, executive director of 
The Farmhouse Mission, an ecumenical 
mission and retreat centre in Orleans, Ind., 
compares learning to pray to acquiring a 

“I think that there are so many words 
in the typical church service,” says St. 
Hildegard’s artist in residence, Sandra 
Vander Schaaf. “People get talked at. This 
is a space where the words are simple and 
few, and the gift is space. To give everyone 
half an hour with their own thoughts, to 
contemplate the Scripture or the poetry, or 
the prayer that’s been nagging them at the 
edges of their consciousness all week.”

An oasis of healing
Vander Schaaf came to St. Hildegard’s as 
someone who had come to feel a burden 
of expectation at church. “Being on a com-
mittee or serving in one way or another 
has always been like a job, a commitment, 
that looks a particular way and has partic-
ular constraints around it,” she says, adding 
that for her, this led to church feeling like 
“more of a burden than a joy.” 

At St. Hildegard’s, she says, “it’s less 
about the ‘shoulds’ and more about of-
fering the invitational love of God to the 
human soul.”

Church offers ‘gift of space’ to connect with the divine
Continued from p. 6 As artist in residence, Vander Schaaf 

collaborates with Calabrigo to plan 
creative activities for St. Hildegard’s 
services and quiet days. She also makes 
connections with other artists in the 
community to share their talents. St. 
Hildegard’s has incorporated a wide 
range of artistic practices into its services 
and retreats, including hand-painting 
chocolates, learning Haida weaving and 
going on an Indigenous plants walk. They 
painted stones as part of a project for 
the Vancouver Walk for Reconciliation.  
The stones were laid as part of an art 
installation at the end of the walk. 

Skelton wrote in an email that she val-
ues the liturgy of St. Hildegard’s because it 
“offers those participating an arts-based ex-
perience of worship and prayer that is both 
a traditional Anglican flow and a language 
system that is trauma-sensitive. 

“I’m excited anytime we as a Church 
can hold onto the tradition we value and at 
the same time respond to the needs of to-
day’s world—in this case, the yearning for 
non-verbal modes of expression through 
the arts and the yearning to create places 

of healing for those who have suffered 
trauma.” 

Recalling how she felt when she began 
attending St. Hildegard’s, Vander Schaaf 
says, “To step into a space that is invita-
tional, that is about grace and beauty as 
exquisite expressions of who God is and 
God’s way in our lives, and a space sensi-
tive to those who’ve suffered trauma…it 
was like landing in an oasis, at a time when 
I was parched.”

Calabrigo says the aim is to “convey 
the invitational love of God,” by making 
sure that everyone feels invited, but not 
compelled, to “do what is best” for each of 
them. “The invitation is to a gentle space of 
welcome…not to feel in any way forced or 
pressured.

“I think that’s a space that’s really 
needed,” she says. She recalls that when she 
collected feedback from community mem-
bers, one comment read, “This is the first 
time I’ve been able to breathe at church.”

Calabrigo says she feels “graced to be 
able to gather this community,” adding, 
“each Sunday I am just in awe of what’s 
possible.” g
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promoting the full inclusion of people with 
disabilities in the church.

The report describes numerous instanc-
es in which Anglicans with disabilities say 
they have felt excluded by the Anglican 
Church of Canada, and says that research 
on disability and accessibility in the church 
has been “very limited.” It states that there 
is in the church an “apathy to the inclusion 
of persons with disabilities,” reflected, for 
example, in a low level of awareness on the 
part of many church members of laws and 
church policies on accessibility.

Addressing the church, the report asks, 
“How effectively have you taken up the call 
to be ‘inclusive’ of persons with disabilities, 
including ‘effective’ policies and supportive 
framework that uphold these needs and 
enable the deep wounds of discrimination, 
exclusion and isolation to heal?”

The report identifies eight barriers 
facing Anglicans with disabilities, in the 
areas of attitudes, communication, physical 
accommodations, mental health and learn-
ing disabilities, transportation, vocations, 
social relations and policy.

Many church parishes, the report says, 
are reluctant to install physical accommo-
dations—lifts and ramps, for example—
because they “feel financially vulnerable,” 
with the result that such accommodations 
are at times not given a high priority. The 
report questions whether the national 
church has made enough funding available 
to make church buildings fully accessi-
ble, especially given—as one respondent 
commented—that accessibility is becoming 
increasingly important with the aging of 
the baby boomer generation.  

In making accommodations for people 
with disabilities, churches often don’t ask 
the opinions of these people themselves 
on what works, the report states. And yet, 
it says, “Many persons with disabilities 
are willing and able to offer support and 
training to enable the [Anglican Church of 
Canada] to move forward.”

The report notes that disability includes 
more than challenges with mobility, and 

Church accessibility—more than just a rampCANADA4

also includes sensory challenges such as 
deafness as well as psychiatric disability, for 
example. A number of respondents with 
these disabilities, it says, commented that 
the church did not seem to recognize the 
challenges they were facing.

The report claims that, because of a 
lack of accommodation in the training of 
candidates for the priesthood, “for persons 
with disabilities, visible or invisible, the 
trials and struggles are much greater” than 
they are for those without disabilities. 
Some respondents with disabilities, it said, 
reported that while they were at seminary, 
they were discouraged from seeking help 
from others. 

“Is the training of candidates with 
disabilities to be ‘the same’ or equitably 
adapted to enable all those who have been 
assessed as having a vocational call to 
move forward equally?” the report asks.

The church, according to the report, 
should actively “help identify and en-
courage people with disabilities to attend 
seminary and enter ministries.”

According to the report, 15% of survey 
respondents were clergy with disabilities. 

Hiltz said he found the report’s findings 
important, but he was not in a position to 
create a new paid position in the church, 
given the currently “strained” budget of 
General Synod. The volunteer eventually 
selected as envoy, he said, may or may not 
choose to have a council.

Hiltz said he would also bring the re-
port to the attention of the national office’s 
general secretary and human resources 
manager, and the House of Bishops, asking 
them to consider whether any of the poli-
cies in dioceses or at the church’s national 
level need to be updated.

One of the things he appreciated most 
about the report, Hiltz said, was that it 
advanced a broader notion beyond visible 
disability, to include, for example, hearing 
and mental health challenges. This should 
serve as a reminder to churches that fully 
accommodating people with disabilities is 
more than just a matter of installing wheel-
chair ramps and accessible toilets, he said.

The report discusses how some respon-
dents were made to feel unwelcome in 
their own church because of their disabil-
ity. One said that, when a senior member 
of the parish board saw the pain in her 
face caused by the effort of trying to get 
to where communion was being served, 
“he came to me and said…that God would 
understand if I did not come to church 
anymore.” The respondent added, “I have 
not stepped into any Anglican church 
again.” 

Dolloff—who became, to his knowl-
edge, the first person in the Anglican 
church worldwide to have been priested 
in a wheelchair when he was ordained in 
1985—says the church should focus on 
improving accessibility in some key areas. 

For a start, church buildings need to 
become fully accessible—there’s no point 
in a church having a ramp, for example, if 
it doesn’t have an accessible toilet, and the 
altar in many churches is inaccessible to 
people who use wheelchairs.  

Churches should also be more open to 
inviting people with disabilities to take an 
active role in services, he says—lighting 
candles, reading Scripture passages, carry-
ing communion bread or other elements 
of the service. “I think there are parishes 
that do better than others, but for the most 
part, if you’re in a church and you have a 
physical handicap, you’re denied the altar,” 
he says. g

5“How 
effectively have 
you taken up 
the call to be 
‘inclusive’ of 
persons with 
disabilities?” 
a report asks 
churches in 
Canada. 
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(416) 924-9192  • 1-866-924-9192   
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At Easter, our souls 
are set free to break into 
song: “This is the feast 
of victory for our God. 
Alleluia!” And in that 
moment, may we find the 
courage and generosity to 
live as companions of the 
risen One.

Through Giving with 
Grace you can support 
transformative change,  
and serve the God  
of life.

  

 

Continued from p. 1

5The church 
should identify 
and encourage 
people with 
disabilities to 
train for the 
priesthood 
and other 
ministries, says 
report. 
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MOUNT CARMEL-HADEN INSTITUTE
OFFERS A

SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR TRAINING PROGRAM
The Mount Carmel Spiritual Centre in Niagara
Falls, Ontario, Canada and the Haden Institute of
Asheville, North Carolina offer an ecumenical
training program for Christian clergy, religious,
DRE’s, lay ministers, chaplains, counselors and
individuals discerning a call to the ministry of spir-
itual direction in the Jungian, Mystical and
Christian Tradition.

The ecumenical faculty consists of Lauren
Artress, Michael Higgins, Jeremy Taylor, Alan
Jones, and others.  This  two year program con-

sists of distance learning (home study) plus four residential sessions at the Mount Carmel
Spiritual Centre in Niagara Falls, Ontario.   (carmelniagara.com). 

beginning November 2018
For information regarding programs, curriculum, costs and faculty

HADEN INSTITUTE
hadeninstitute.com

828-693-9292   ~  office@hadeninstitute.com
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Deadlines:  25 August 2017 and 23  February  2018
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Contact and Billing Stanley E Makacinas
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7020 Stanley Avenue
Niagara Falls, ON Canada L2G 7B7
smakacinas@carmelnet.org
905-356-4113 x4217
cell:  602-319-075
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and Toronto. 
Genge was 

elected bishop of 
the newly-formed 
diocese of Central 
Newfoundland in 
1975.

As bishop, he 
was known as 
“a true spiritual 
shepherd,” 
according to a 
funeral home 
obituary. “He will 
always be admired 

for his down-to-earth goodwill, his 
humour and story-telling, his willingness 
to devote himself to the myriad of 
concerns of all the parishes he served.” g
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From $5,895pp land only
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October 14, 2018 • 16 Days • 28 Meals
From $4,435pp land only
 

South Africa plus Victoria Falls
and Chobe
October 15, 2018, February 1 
or March 8, 2019
22 Days • 39 Meals
From $7,695pp land only**
 
Ethiopia, A Land of Contrasts
January 12, 2019 • 18 Days • 47 Meals
From $5,995pp land only

EXPERIENCE OUR WORLD
Unique and Enriching Travel Experiences
Inclusive Escorted Journeys • Diverse Destinations

www.craigtravel.com
1-800-387-8890 • journeys@craigtravel.com
1092 Mt. Pleasant Road, Toronto, ON M4P 2M6
 *Book and deposit by: South Africa Oct & Morocco April 30/18; Madagascar May 31/18; East Africa Jun 29/18; 
South Africa Feb & Ethiopia Aug 31/18; South Africa Mar, Sep 28/18. **Pricing for October departure. 
Conditions apply. Contact Craig Travel for full details.

Book
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Save $200pp*

On Feb. 9, 2018, a Saskatchewan jury 
found Stanley not guilty of second-degree 
murder.

Boushie’s death and the trial and 
subsequent acquittal of Stanley “have 
re-surfaced profound pain to families and 
communities,” the bishops said in their 
statement dated February 15. “They have 
also raised enormously important ques-
tions and challenges for our province and 
our country.” 

The acquittal has fuelled racial tensions 
in Saskatchewan, where some see the ver-
dict as fair and others as racially biased. It 
also prompted protests and calls for justice 
reform across the country. 

The primate’s statement expresses sup-
port for Justice Minister Jody Wilson-Ray-
bould’s call for a review of the peremptory 
challenge in jury selection. 

Using the peremptory challenge, lawyers 
currently can reject potential jurors without 
giving a reason, which the Boushie family’s 
lawyer and others argue was used by the de-
fence in Stanley’s trial to block Indigenous 
people from sitting on the jury.

The primate’s statement references Su-
preme Court Justice Frank Iacobucci’s 2013 
report, “First Nations Representation in 
Ontario Juries,” which found that “under-
representation of First Nations People living 
on reserves was a symptom of a much larger 
crisis in the relationship between Ontario’s 
Justice System and Indigenous Peoples,” a 
finding that the primate’s statement asserts 

Primate: ‘We declare that racism is evil’CANADA4

“is not unique to Ontario.”
     The statement also urges people of 
faith to attend or organize public events in 
communities. “They could be opportunities 
for listening, learning, advocacy, and action 
concerning human rights, racism, and 
justice,” he said. 
     The primate’s statement points out “many 
issues concerning the case,” which have 
stoked outrage across the country, includ-
ing that Boushie’s body “lay face down in 
the gravel of the farmyard for twenty-four 
hours,” the “insensitive manner” in which 
the RCMP notified Boushie’s family of 
his death, the lack of visible Indigenous 
representation on the jury that acquitted 
Stanley and “excessive” security measures 
in the early days of the trial “as if ‘to protect’ 
those gathered from the Boushie family and 
the large numbers of Indigenous Peoples 
assembled.” 

Hiltz’s statement acknowledges “grow-
ing anger that Canada’s justice system fails 
Indigenous people with an alarming con-
sistency,” mounting frustration with lack of 
reform and “the ugly reality that racism is so 
systemic and embedded in this country that 
it seems invisible until in some particular 
tragedy or travesty of justice it is exposed 
in such a way to render it undeniable in the 
public realm.”

When asked why it was important for 
Saskatchewan bishops to issue a statement, 
diocese of Saskatoon Bishop David Irving 
wrote in an email that “over the last few 
years all of our churches in Saskatchewan 
have been working hard at ‘Relationship 
Building and Trust Building.’ ” He said that 
“some of these efforts have been under-
mined” by Boushie’s “tragic death” and the 
trial of Stanley. “Many of our communities 
are really hurting and racism has come to 

the surface,” he said. 
The bishops’ statement underscores 

that “the path to peace is more than simply 
avoiding conflict—it is a call to active en-
gagement and to concrete action that builds 
right relationships.” Building right relation-
ships has been the goal of Canada’s Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission, the bishops 
say, “and all are now being challenged and 
called to pursue that goal with renewed 
passion and commitment.”

Irving says he is meeting with the 
Roman Catholic Bishop of Saskatoon Mark 
Hagemoen to discuss “how we can re-
establish Indigenous relations” in the area 
around Biggar, Sask., where Boushie was 
killed. “The people of the area, although 
hurt, seem motivated to strive to rebuild 
the broken relationship. We recognize there 
will have to be a slow, patient approach and 
much conversation before we get there, but 
we will never get there if we do not sit down 
together.”

‘We declare that racism is evil’
The primate’s statement, entitled ‘An appeal 
for a good conscience’ (1 Peter 3:21), is 
broken down into responses to events 
surrounding the Boushie case “as people of 
faith,” “as members of the Anglican Church 
of Canada” and “as citizens of Canada.” 

As people of faith, the statement says, 
“We declare that racism is evil” and “in 
fundamental conflict with the truth that God 
created all peoples with an equal love and 
endowed each with an equal dignity.”

As members of the church, the state-
ment calls “every diocese in our Church to 
endorse and embrace the Charter of Racial 
Justice [endorsed by General Synod in 2004] 
and encourage our bishops to commend it 
for endorsing and embracing by every parish 
within their dioceses.” 

It urges dioceses to consider requiring 
anti-racism training for candidates for 
ordination and those who serve on diocesan 
committees and councils. 

As citizens of Canada, “We recognize that 
there is no real hope of reconciliation with-
out confronting the racism so deeply embed-
ded in our structures and social systems,” the 
statement reads. “We encourage a renewed 
commitment to the values in the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms (1982). 

The statement also calls  for a full imple-
mentation of the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. g

5Debbie 
Baptiste, 
middle, grief-
stricken after a 
jury acquits the 
farmer accused 
in the fatal 
shooting of 
her son, Colten 
Boushie
photo: liam richards/

the canadian press 

Newfoundland bishop remembered for 
‘infectious laugh and deep faith in Jesus’

Continued from p. 1

Tali Folkins
staff writer

Mark Genge, 
who served as the first bishop of the 
diocese of Central Newfoundland from 
1976–1990, died the night of January 
17, the ecclesiastical province of Canada 
announced January 18. Genge was 90.

“He will be remembered by many 
for his infectious laugh and deep faith 
in Jesus,” the announcement, on the 
province’s Facebook page, reads.

Born and raised in St. John’s, Genge 
began training to be a priest at Memorial 
College and Queen’s College, both in St. 
John’s, in 1949. He was ordained a priest 
in 1952. He served in parishes in Corner 
Brook and Stephenville, both in western 
Newfoundland, and in Marbleton, Que., 

photo: general synod 
archives

Bishop Mark 
Genge

OBITUARY

“ The 
people...
although 

hurt, seem 
motivated to 

strive to rebuild 
the broken 

relationship.
—Diocese of 

Saskatoon Bishop 
David Irving 
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EDUCATION DIRECTORY
HAVERGAL COLLEGE
Toronto Havergal College has been 
preparing young women to make a  
difference since 1894. Founded on 
Anglican values and traditions, the school 
community gathers with the Chaplain 
for Morning Prayers three times weekly. 
A special highlight is our traditional 
Carol Service held at St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church, the school’s original parish. Today 
Havergal girls develop into extraordinary 
young women with inquiring minds, global 
capability and self-awareness. They are 
encouraged to investigate and explore 
the world around them while discovering 
their own unique capabilities. As Old Girls, 
they will join our proud continuum of 9,500 
alumnae who are connected to each other 
and the world. To learn more about the 
Havergal difference, visit  
www.havergal.on.ca or contact the  
Admission Office at (416) 482.4724 or   
admissions@havergal.on.ca.

TRINITY COLLEGE SCHOOL,
Port Hope Established in 1865, TCS is one 
of Canada’s oldest and most respected 
educational institutions. The School places 
a balanced emphasis on academics, service 
learning, athletics and the arts—as both a 
long-held TCS tradition and a rethought, 
reinvigorated approach to 21st century 
education. TCS, a caring and supportive 
educational community, exists to prepare 
young men and women to thrive in 
university and beyond. This community 
values developing habits of the heart and 
mind and continues the tradition of begin-
ning each day with a chapel service before 
heading off to classes. Our supportive and 
close-knit community of students, parents, 
alumni, staff and friends make the School 
on the Hill a truly special place. 
To set up a visit or obtain more  
information, please contact the  
Admissions Office at (905) 885-3209 or  
Email: admissions@tcs.on.ca 
Website: www.tcs.on.ca

THE CENTRE FOR CHRISTIAN 
STUDIES is a national theological school 
of the Anglican and United Churches of-
fering community based education. CCS 
offers two-week Leadership Develop-
ment Modules, and year-long certificate 
programs in Pastoral Care, Education and 
Social Justice Ministry, preparing people  
for lay, diaconal and related ministries.  
CCS is committed to a theology of 
justice and to contextual education. Stu-
dents at CCS learn through integration 
of experience and academics, intentional 
community building, and personal growth 
and transformation. For more information 
about the Centre for Christian Studies 
please visit our website at www.ccsonline.ca 
or call us at (204) 783-4490.

ATLANTIC SCHOOL OF  
THEOLOGY, an ecumenical university 
serving Christ’s mission, cultivates excel-

lence in graduate-level theological educa-
tion and research, creative and faithful 
formation for lay and ordained ministries,
and understanding among communities of 
faith. Courses are offered both on campus 
and online. AST is fully accredited by the 
Association of Theological Schools (ATS) 
in Canada and the US. Program offer-
ings include: Master of Divinity degree 
(honors, on-campus, and summer distance 
options), Master of Arts (Theology and 
Religious Studies) degree, Graduate
Certificate in Theological Studies, Adult 
Education Certificate inTheological Stud-
ies, and Diploma in Youth Ministry. AST is 
located in Halifax, Nova Scotia, and facili-
ties include a student residence, a chapel, 
and a library with over 86,000 volumes. 
Academic Department
Telephone: (902)423-5592,  
Email: academicoffice@astheology.ns.ca.  
Website: www.astheology.ns.ca. 

COLLEGE OF EMMANUEL 
AND ST. CHAD 
Founded in 1879 as the first university in 
northwestern Canada, Emmanuel & St. 
Chad offers a challenging theological cur-
riculum focused on Anglican foundations, 
depth of Bible study, and solid community 
formation for strong congregational 
leadership in a changing world.  Be part of 
the only ecumenical theological school in 
Canada where Anglicans, Lutherans and 
United Church partners study and wor-
ship together on the same campus. 
Degrees offered: B.Th., L.Th., S.T.M., 
M.T.S., M.Div., and D.Min.
Principal: Rev. Dr. Iain Luke
Contact:
Lisa McInnis, Registrar
114 Seminary Crescent
Saskatoon, SK., S7N 0X3
Phone:  (306) 975-1550
Fax: (306) 934-2683
E-Mail: esc.registrar@usask.ca
www.usask.ca/stu/emmanuel

HURON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
Huron University College is an 
Anglican University and the founding 
college of Western University in 
London, ON.  Since 1863, Huron 
graduates have gone on to be leaders 
in Canada and around the world in the 
church, education, business, politics, 
non-profit organizations and more.
Huron offers BA programs in 
Religion & Theology, Global Studies, 
Economics, English, French, East 
Asia Studies, Jewish Studies, History, 
Management, Philosophy, Political 
Studies, Psychology, and a range of 
additional programs.
Huron’s Faculty of Theology provides 
the highest quality theological 
education through its undergraduate 
(BA–Religion & Theology), 

professional (MDiv and MTS), and 
graduate (MA Theology) degree 
programs, and through its diploma 
(LTh) and continuing education 
programs.
Huron’s students are supported 
in active learning with dedicated 
professors who engage, challenge, and 
champion students within a close-knit 
and diverse community.  With full 
access to the resources of Western, a 
major research university, Huron offers 
the best of both worlds.
To arrange a visit or for more 
information, please contact us! 
Email: huron@uwo.ca 
Telephone: (519) 438-7224 
Website: www.huronuc.ca

MONTREAL DIOCESAN  
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE, affili-
ated with McGILL UNIVERSITY and a 
member of the ecumenical MONTREAL 
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY, is a  
community of scholars and ministers 
offering programs designed to help 
students develop theological depth, grow 
in spiritual maturity and exercise pastoral 
leadership. Programs lead to L.Th., B.Th., 
Dip.Min. and M.Div. L.Th. may be com-
bined with distance education. Certificate 
in Theology available through home 
study. Advanced degrees (S.T.M., M.A., 
Ph.D.) offered through McGill. Located 
in downtown Montreal. For information, 
please contact : The Principal,  
3473 University St., Montreal, Quebec 
H3A 2A8. (514) 849-3004. 
www.dio-mdtc.ca.

QUEEN’S COLLEGE 
More than academics. More than 
community. Queen’s College offers 
students the opportunity to integrate 
knowledge, skills and experience with 
personal spirituality in preparation for a 
life of faith. Situated on the campus of 
Memorial University, St. John’s, NL, we 
are a degree granting institution and an 
associate member of the Association of 
Theological Schools offering programs in 
M.Div., M.T.S., B.Th., B.Th. (by distance), 
A.Th. (by distance) as well as Diplomas in 
Theology and Ministry, Pastoral Care, and 
Youth Ministry. To learn more about this 
unique educational experience contact 
The Provost, Queen’s College Faculty 
of Theology, 210 Prince Philip Drive, St. 
John’s, NL, A1B 3R6, or telephone toll 
free 877-753-0116 or check our website at 
http://www.mun.ca/queens/.

RENISON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
is located in the thriving city of Waterloo 
and affiliated with the University of Wa-
terloo. Rooted in Anglican tradition, our 
students experience an unparalleled level 
of support via our Chaplain, our safe and 
inclusive residence community, and a full-
time social worker exclusively for Renison 

students. Explore your faith with our lay 
ministry courses or prepare to help others 
with our Social Development Studies, 
Bachelor of Social Work, and Master of 
Social Work programs. 
Website: www.uwaterloo.ca/renison 
Email: renison@uwaterloo.ca 

SAINT PAUL UNIVERSITY
Faculty of Theology
ANGLICAN STUDIES PROGRAM
Do you want to become an effective 
spiritual and pastoral leader? The 
Master of Divinity (MDiv) at Saint 
Paul University may be for you. Saint 
Paul has been preparing Anglicans for 
ordination for over 30 years. Students 
receive focused attention on the Anglican 
tradition in a rich ecumenical and 
bilingual context, beautifully situated in 
the national capital region. In addition 
to courses in theology, scripture, liturgy 
and pastoral practice, the program offers 
specialized courses in leadership, conflict 
resolution, inter-religious dialogue, and 
contextual theology. Fully accredited by 
the Association of Theological Schools, 
the Faculty of Theology offers not 
only the MDiv (Anglican Studies) and 
Master of Theological Studies (MTS) 
but also bachelors, masters, and doctoral 
programs, including the Doctor of 
Ministry program.  
For more information, please contact 
Prof. Kevin Flynn at Saint Paul University, 
223 Main Street, Ottawa, ON K1S 1C4;  
(613) 236-1393, ext. 2427/1-800-637-6859.  
www.ustpaul.ca

THORNELOE UNIVERSITY
Sudbury, Ontario An innovative and 
thriving Anglican College within  
Laurentian University, our Motion Picture 
Arts, Ancient Studies, Theatre Arts, 
Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies, 
and Religious Studies programs lead 
to Laurentian University degrees. We 
also offer Theology at the Bachelor’s, 
Diploma, and Certificate level. Programs 
available on campus and by distance 
education. Call for details and a course 
calendar. Information: The President, 
Thorneloe University, 935 Ramsey Lake 
Rd, Sudbury ON P3E 2C6  
Phone: 1-866-846-7635 Fax: 705-673-4979
Email: president@thorneloe.ca
Website: www.thorneloe.ca

TRINITY COLLEGE The oldest centre 
for theological studies in the Anglican 
Church of Canada, the Faculty of  
Divinity offers a wide variety of accred-
ited programs, at master’s and doctoral 
levels, in ecumenical collaboration within 
the Toronto School of Theology and in 
federation with the University of Toronto. 
Liberal and catholic in theology,  
consciously reflective of the liturgy and 

the spiritual life, encouraging excellence 
in the practice of ministry, engaged in 
current issues of society, connected to 
church communities and offering financial 
support in all programs. For more  
information please contact:  
Faculty of Divinity, Trinity College,  
6 Hoskin Avenue, Toronto ON M5S 1H8  
(416) 978-2133
divinity@trinity.utoronto.ca

VANCOUVER SCHOOL OF  
THEOLOGY is called to educate and 
form thoughtful, engaged and generous 
disciples of Jesus Christ for service to 
the church and the world in the 21st 
century.  A theological education at VST 
combines the love of scholarship, courage 
to take up the issues of our time and 
readiness to collaborate with our local 
and global neighbours for the good of 
God’s world. VST strives to cultivate a 
community where hospitality, generosity 
and imagination infuse our common life. 
Our graduates are thoughtful people, 
reflective about how to interact with 
the large challenges of our time on the 
basis of the deep resource of faith. They 
don’t rush to thin relevance, but linger 
with scripture, tradition and scholarship 
to expand our common imaginative 
repertoire. Our students learn together 
with and from our Indigenous partners 
and those of other world religions. 
To learn more and to register for your 
course of study at VST, visit our website 
at www.vst.edu.

WYCLIFFE COLLEGE, at the Univer-
sity of Toronto is an evangelical Anglican 
community of learning within the Toronto 
School of Theology offering both masters 
level and advanced degree programs
Our programs are designed to challenge, 
encourage and equip students from many 
denominations to live out their faith and 
provide leadership as either ordained 
or lay leaders in their church and wider 
communities.  Innovative programs have 
been introduced such as the Master of 
Divinity for Pioneer Ministries and 
the Master of Theological Studies in 
Urban and International Development. 
The flexibility of part time study and 
online learning in the masters programs 
provides accessibility. Financial support in 
all programs is available. Visit us at  
www.wycliffecollege.ca or telephone  
(416) 946-3547 for further information.

Larry Gee 
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“I think there’s an openness to seeing 
where the spirit leads and where the con-
versations take us.”

The dialogue took place following the 
approval of a resolution by General Synod 
in 2016. Overtures for a five-year bilateral 
dialogue were already “positively received” 
by Mennonite leaders before it was pre-
sented for action, according to background 
notes included in the resolution. 

Stating that the Anglican Church of 
Canada no longer holds the “privileged” 
place in Canadian society that it once 
did, the resolution suggests that through 
dialogue with the Mennonites, the church 
might learn “about living faithfully as disci-
ples of Jesus on the margins of society.” 

Since their origins, Mennonites have 
taken a number of “countercultural” 
stances on various issues—adopting 
pacifism, for example—and have often 

as the “establishment church” in many 
countries and expecting to have a role in 
the shaping of policy.

For their part, Sharman says, Men-
nonites expressed interest in what they 
perceived as an Anglican ability to hold 
together despite differences of opinion. 
“They see in Anglicanism…how to be a 
church that is comfortable with reconciled 
diversity, that allows for healthy disagree-
ment or good disagreement within a big 
tent.”

There is some interest among Canadi-
an Mennonites in the liturgical forms of 
worship that characterize Anglicanism, 
say Sharman and Mennonite dialogue 
co-chair Melissa Miller.  Some Mennonites 
are drawn to “the very beautiful liturgy, the 
frequency of communion, the respect for 
the Word, for the Bible,” Miller says. 

Dialogue members also discussed the 
possibility of partnering in reconciliation 

initiatives with Indigenous communities, 
Sharman says. 

They noted that both churches are 
increasingly working together on social 
justice issues, Sharman says. Both are 
members of the Canadian Council of 
Churches, and either they or their affil-
iated relief and development agencies 
belong both to ecumenical social justice 
group KAIROS Canada and the Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank, a network of Christian 
organizations for fighting hunger.

Mennonites are Anabaptists, which 
means they believe that baptism should 
be practised on those old enough to be 
able to freely confess their faith in Christ, 
rather than in infancy.  Formed in 2000 
after the integration of three North 
American Mennonite organizations, 
Mennonite Church Canada has 225 
congregations and 31,000 members, 
according to its website. g 

Getting to know you: Anglicans, Mennonites convene 
Continued from p. 1
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5Members of the Anglican Church 
of Canada-Mennonite Church Canada 
Dialogue at their first meeting in 
Waterloo, Ont., February 2-3

formed their own alternative communities, 
Sharman says. By contrast, he says, the 
Anglican church has historically aligned 
itself closer to the state, having served 
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Planning Made Easy  
by Terrance  
Hamilton Hall
222 pages  
paper $18.99  
hardcover $38.99    
ebook $6.99
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• custom designed 
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• storm glazing
• custom woodworking

enquiries invited

471 Newbold Street, 
London, Ont. N6E 1K4
(519) 649-7225 
Fax: (519) 649-7226
www.edwardsglass.net

Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society

ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN 
IN STAINED GLASS

(905) 669-4244

UNIT #6, 8481 KEELE STREET
CONCORD, ONTARIO L4K 1Z7

Established 1920

Church Windows

COLLEGE OF EMMANUEL 
AND ST. CHAD
Member of the Saskatoon Theological
Union, affiliated with the University of
Saskatchewan. Founded in 1879 as
the first university in northwestern
Canada, Emmanuel and St. Chad
offers a challenging theological cur-
riculum focused on Anglican found-
ations, depth of Bible study, and solid
community formation for strong con-
gregational leadership in a changing
world. Be part of the only ecumenical
theological school in Canada where
Anglicans and Lutherans study and
worship together on the same campus.
Degrees offered: B.Th., M.T.S., M.Div.,
S.T.M., some courses available on-line.
Principal: Dr. Walter Deller, 
114 Seminary Crescent, Saskatoon, SK
S7N 0X3; Phone: (306) 975-3753; 
Fax: (306) 934-2683; 
E-mail: colleen.walker@usask.ca; 
Website: www.usask.ca/stu/emmanuel
________________________________

RENISON COLLEGE, University of
Waterloo, Waterloo, Ontario
Give your child the best in education
and resident life. Residences provide a
family atmosphere and build commu-
nity spirit. Rooms are spacious, com-
fortable, with modern conveniences,
such as Internet hook-ups. General
and Honours BA programs in Arts and
Social Development. Honours
Bachelor of Social Work. Asian Studies
and ESL programs. 
For further information contact
519.884.4404 ext. 610 for residence 
or ext. 633 for program. 
www.renison.uwaterloo.ca
________________________________

MONTREAL DIOCESAN 
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE, affiliated
with McGILL UNIVERSITY and a 
member of the ecumenical MONTREAL
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY, is a commu-
nity of scholars and ministers offering
programs designed to help students
develop theological depth, grow in
spiritual maturity and exercise pastoral
leadership. Programs lead to L.Th.,
B.Th., Dip.Min. and M.Div. L.Th. may
be combined with distance education.
Certificate in Theology available
through home study. Advanced
degrees (S.T.M., M.A., Ph.D.) offered
through McGill. Located in downtown
Montreal. Residence and apartments
for students and visitors. For informa-
tion, please contact : The Principal,
3473 University St., Montreal, Quebec 
H3A 2A8. (514) 849-3004. 
www.montreal.anglican.org/mdtc.

Robert
McCausland

Limited
Artists & Craftsmen of

Stained Glass since 1856
TRADITIONAL OR 
CONTEMPORARY 

ORIGINAL DESIGNS
EXPERT RESTORATIONS 

AND REPAIRS

Email: mccausland@sprynet.com
Website: www.eternalglass.com

30 Chauncey Ave.,
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2Z4

Telephone (416) 233-9530
Fax (416) 234-5450

Call Toll Free
1-800-563-1555

MR L

CONFLICT MANAGEMENT FOR
FAITH COMMUNITIES
Institute of Peace and Conflict
Studies, Waterloo, Ontario
Yes, there is conflict in faith communi-
ties! How well is it addressed in your
church community? Take skill-building
workshops and gain confidence to
deal with conflict in creative and posi-
tive ways. Topics include understand-
ing conflict, spiritual practices and
healing rituals for conflict resolution,
mediation, racism, facilitation skills,
and theological perspectives. Take
workshops for interest only or obtain a
Certificate in Conflict Management for
Faith Communities. Clergy receive a
10% discount. 519-885-0220 ext. 24254
certprog@uwaterloo.ca
grebel.uwaterloo.ca/certificate
________________________________

TRINITY COLLEGE SCHOOL,
Port Hope, ON is one of the most
well-established coeducational, inde-
pendent schools in Canada. Since
1865, TCS has built a reputation of
high academic standards, small class
sizes, an international flavour, and a
devoted, caring faculty. TCS prides
itself on maintaining a unique balance
between tradition and progressiveness.
From Latin classes and daily chapel
services to wireless Internet and the
annual Mexican vs. Caribbean Islander
hockey game, it’s a community that
allows young people to find their pas-
sions and challenge the ordinary.
Education is the most valuable invest-
ment and ultimately, TCS is the invest-
ment of a lifetime. To set up a visit or
obtain more information, please con-
tact Admissions Office at 905-885-
3209 or Email: admissions@tcs.on.ca
________________________________

THORNELOE UNIVERSITY
Sudbury, Ontario An innovative and
thriving Anglican College within
Laurentian University, our Fine Arts,
Classics, Theatre Arts, Women’s
Studies, and Religious Studies pro-
grammes lead to Laurentian University
degrees. We also offer Theology at the
Bachelor’s and Diploma level.
Programmes on campus and by dis-
tance education. Call for details and a
course calendar. Information: The
Provost, Thorneloe University, Ramsey
Lake Road, Sudbury, ON P3E 2C6. 
1-866-846-7635 Fax: (705) 673- 4979.
E-mail: thorneprov@laurentian.ca Web
site: http://thorneloe.laurentian.ca/
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TRINITY COLLEGE The oldest centre
for theological studies in the Anglican
Church of Canada, the Faculty of
Divinity offers a wide variety of accred-
ited programs, at master’s and doctor-
al levels, in ecumenical collaboration
within the Toronto School of Theology
and in federation with the University of
Toronto. Liberal and catholic in theol-
ogy, consciously reflective of the liturgy
and the spiritual life, encouraging
excellence in the practice of ministry,
engaged in current issues of society,
connected to church communities and
offering financial support in all pro-
grams. For more information please
contact: Faculty of Divinity, Trinity
College, 6 Hoskin Avenue, Toronto
ON M5S 1H8 (416) 978-2133
divinity@trinity.utoronto.ca
________________________________

CANTERBURY COLLEGE
Windsor, Ontario (affiliated with the
University of Windsor) Ecumenical
Doctorate of Ministry Programme for
active clergy and a Programme for the
Community of Deacons for lay training
and enrichment. The College provides
accommodation for any student of the
university in 102 single rooms in 11
furnished houses and for married stu-
dents in 37 apartments. For informa-
tion contact: The Principal, Canterbury
College, 2500 University Ave. West,
Windsor, Ontario N9B 3Y1. Phone
519-256-6442, fax 519-256-3382, 
e-mail: canter@uwindsor.ca or visit our
web site: http://www.uwindsor.ca/
general/canterbury/

Education DirectoryAnniversaries
We extend an invitation to all former
parishioners and clergy of St. Thomas
Anglican Church, Wainwright, Alberta,
Canada to join us in celebrating our
100th ANNIVERSARY, July 19-20-21,
2008. For more details go to: 
buddyr@telus.net or phone Ruth at 
1-780-842-2478

ST JOHN’S COLLEGE (Est. 1866),
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg
People come to St John’s to find a
warm community on a large campus.
Become part of a close knit academic
community while taking advantage of
everything the University of Manitoba
has to offer. Our residence has single
rooms and 3 suites for a total of 100
students, as well as excellent services,
and the best food on campus. College
members are eligible for scholarships
and bursaries (over $60,000 awarded
annually). The Faculty of Theology, a
contributing member of the Winnipeg
Theological Cooperative, offers 
accessible theological education at the
M.Div. level: a Diploma in Applied
Theology and an Advanced Certificate
in Priestly Ministry. (204) 474-8531.
stjohns_college@umanitoba.ca
________________________________

HURON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
London, Ontario Whether you're seek-
ing personal development, a critical
graduate research environment, or
ministry skills for ordination, Huron
can accommodate your needs.
Affiliated with The University of
Western Ontario, the Faculty of
Theology is ATS accredited.  Offering:
B.Th., M.Div., MTS, MA degrees; Lay
Certificate; and spring or summer
youth program, "Ask & Imagine."
For info:  Dean of Theology, 1349
Western Rd., London, ON, N6G 1H3.
Email: srice@uwo.ca 
Phone: (519) 438-7224, X289. 
Web: www.huronuc.ca
________________________________

SAINT PAUL UNIVERSITY
Faculty of Theology
ANGLICAN STUDIES PROGRAM
Academic and pastoral formation take
place in the unique setting of a Roman
Catholic University with a crosscultur-
al, bilingual milieu. The program pre-
pares candidates for both lay and
ordained ministries in the Anglican
Church. Academic formation is pur-
sued through the undergraduate civil
Bachelor of  Theology (B.Th.) and the
Master in Pastoral Theology (M.P.Th.)
Programs of the Faculty of Theology.
The Faculty also offers an eight-course
certificate in Anglican Studies.
Director: Prof. Kevin Flynn, 223 Main,
Ottawa, ON K1S 1C4
Phone: 613-236-1393, Ext. 2427
anglicanstudies@ustpaul.ca
www.ustpaul.ca
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Paying Top Dollar
Coins, tokens & banknotes

Buying, Auction or Consignment

THE COIN CABINET
Moncton, NB & Toronto, ON 
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info@GBELLauctions.com 

(506) 857-9403
We travel throughout Canada
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book

I Left My Heart in Guyana 
Famous for saying “We are all 
praying to the same God,” George 
Jagdeosingh, (1924-2016), walked a 
tightrope between two faiths:  
Christianity and Hinduism. Born a 
Brahmin in Guyana, he was brought 
up in the Hindu tradition. Through 
his British education, he found 
himself drawn to Christianity. His 
multifaceted faith and challenging 
life on the Sugar Estates of Guyana, 
and later in Canada, is showcased 
in this remarkable life story. He was 
often questioned as to how he could 
believe equally in two world religions. 
His answer? “It is very simple...”       
 The book can be ordered by 
contacting his daughter-in-law,  
Mary Shepherd, (editor and  
illustrator), at 514-487-0126 or  
marymathilda@hotmail.com.
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By Art Babych

Canon Ken Cowan, who was born 50 
years after Confederation, before the end 
of the First World War, and before his 
birth-province of Saskatchewan became 
a teenager, was presented with a Can-
ada 150th Anniversary Medal January 
21 at his home parish of Christ Church 
Bells Corners, in the Anglican diocese of 
Ottawa.

Liberal MP Chandra Arya was on 
hand at the reception to congratulate 
100-year-old* Cowan and pin the medal 
on him as dozens of parishioners, guests 
and two of his sons looked on. The medal 
is given to Canadians whose generosity, 
dedication, volunteerism and hard work 
make their communities a better place to 
live in. 

It was the Rev. Kathryn Otley, rector 
of Christ Church, who nominated Cowan 
for the medal. “We made a nomination on 
Ken’s behalf—without telling him—so it 
was a big surprise,” she told the gathering. 

She noted that Cowan became a 
deacon in 1941 and a priest in 1942, for a 
total of 77 years of ordained service. He 
is “still serving today and still attends our 
vestry, our annual general meeting and 
advocates for mission,” said Otley. “He’s 
just an amazing force in the community 
and not without a sense of humour.”

Cowan, who is also honorary assistant 
at the church, is confined to a wheelchair 
and wears a hearing aid, but attends 
services each Sunday and participates in 
discussions about church issues.

He did not speak at the reception, but 
in an interview with the Anglican Journal 
at his residence in a retirement home near 
Christ Church January 24, Cowan was 
asked what the happiest time in his life 
was. “That to me is very difficult because 
they were all happy,” he said. 

He and wife, Dorothy, the only daugh-
ter of Ottawa Bishop Robert Jefferson 
(1939–1954), were married for 74 years 
until she died in May 2015. With a smile, 
Cowan recalled that after the couple’s 
marriage, her father “immediately sent us 
to the boondocks—Combermere [Ont.],” 
he said. “No electricity and no running 
water, but a nice beach.” 

One of the five churches he served was 
in Algonquin Park, Ont., where “as many 
as 500 young people” would come to 
services, he said. 

Following his retirement 30 years ago 
at the age of 70, the Cowans led almost 
50 different land and cruise tours for 
Toronto-based Craig Travel.

Asked about his “secret” for living 
a long life, Cowan replied quickly, “No 
drinking, no smoking, no running 
around.” As well as eating the right foods, 
he added.   

As for what inspired him to become 
a priest, Cowan said in part he was 
influenced by the Oxford Group (a 
Christian fellowhip founded by the 
American Christian missionary Frank 
Buchman) that called on people to 
surrender their life to God’s plan through 
personal conversion.  g 

Art Babych is a freelance photojournalist  
based in Ottawa.

100-year-old Ottawa priest receives Canada 150 medal
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presents a 
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Anniversary 
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Archbishop Hiltz voices support for women disclosing sexual harassment and abuse 
can improve its policies, says Wells.  She 
would like to see a national policy that 
would restrict clergy from transferring be-
tween dioceses without any communication, 
preventing predators from simply seeking a 
new position. 
     The issue is addressed in some diocesan 

policies, she says, it is “not addressed as a 
policy of the church.” Wells says that while 
most diocese have a sexual misconduct 
policy, some need to be updated.  
     She declined to say how many dioceses 
do not currently have a sexual misconduct 
policy in place, as some may have begun 
developing one since the time of her review 

last year. 
She also would like to see policies dis-

played more prominently—on the home 
page of diocesan websites, for instance.

When asked how the church is uniquely 
equipped to handle issues of sexual mis-
conduct, Wells says, “I think the Christian 
faith acknowledges that we’re all flawed, but 

there’s always hope. That’s the fundamental 
principle that’s in the story of the crucifixion 
and the resurrection.”  

This is the lens through which Wells has 
always thought about her work teaching and 
creating safe church policies. “This is hope-
ful. This is the work of hope; it’s a resurrec-
tion ministry.” g

Continued from p. 2

* Canon Ken 
Cowan turned 101 
in March.
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Has anyone told you

there are more ways to give  

than writing a cheque?

When you give a gift, don’t you often 

feel warm-hearted and cheerful 

knowing how much it’s appreciated? 

When your gift is a charitable 

donation, you get the same feeling 

because you know your gift is making 

a real difference for your church or 

community.

Of course you can always write a 

cheque, but did you know that you 

may be able receive a larger tax benefit by giving in other 

ways? These options may seem difficult to understand at 

first, but your Anglican Foundation is here to help you find 

tax-efficient ways to give, tailored to your circumstances. 

When choosing to give, one size does not fit all.

The Anglican Foundation of Canada has created a helpful, 

new booklet for you to explore these options for giving. 

Please feel welcome to be in touch!

     

Judy Rois
Executive Director

Create your legacy
Tax-efficient options for  
your charitable givings 
Appreciated Securities: If you have made significant capital 
gains from stock purchases, you may be faced with large tax 
burdens when you sell them. By donating those stocks to the 
Anglican Foundation, your charitable objectives can be addressed 
and your tax burden reduced. Recent changes in tax law will make 
this type of gift an attractive one to you as a donor.

A Life Insurance Policy: Life insurance may allow you to 
make a larger gift than you might otherwise be able to make. You 
can assign a paid-up policy of which you have no further need, 
or obtain a new policy, and name the Anglican Foundation as 
beneficiary. By assigning ownership to AFC, you receive a tax credit 
for the cash surrender value and all future premiums. Naming AFC 
as your beneficiary will give tax benefits to your estate.

A Charitable Gift Annuity: If you donate cash or assets to 
AFC, you can receive a partial tax deduction, and AFC will pay you 
a percentage of your gift’s value and investment income annually 
for the rest of your life. 

The Anglican Foundation is here to help!

 

Request your complimentary booklet.  
www.anglicanfoundation.org
foundation@anglicanfoundation.org
(416) 924-9199 x322


